We will overcome subsistence dilemma
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JUNEAU — The Legislature ud-
journed its two-week-old special ses-
ston after fuiling for the second tine
o pass legislanon thut would have
allowed Alaska voters the chance to
keep fish and wildlife management in
the hands of the state and out of the
hands of the federal governmen,

The legislation failed because [4
House Republicans adamanly op
posed amending the Alaski Constity
on. They prelerred trying to nddress
the problem by making stitutory
changes and by having the state jom
i i lawsuit that challenges Title VT
of the Alaska National Interest Lands
Conservition At

ANILCA wis designed 1o profect
the subsistence hfestyle for rural
ressdents. The Alaskn Ouidoors Coun-
vil, urhan humers, urban lishermen
and  others have liled o lawsait
chullenging the section of ANILUA
thiit prowiddes o subsastence buntng ancd
bishing preterene lor ruvl Aluskins

Adter nutmerous legislotive hearungs,
hiswever, i was strongly argoed tha
A stwaary  change and  a legal
chillenge we ANTLCA wonnlid ot sue
ceed In sodving the subsistence ditem
ek Adthough the testimony convineed
a oty ol us g the Howse. o dd
ol sticeed o convinding enogh
e grisluhunrs to support o constitutional
Changi

As goresull, Thes imeporfant e
bas Been taken ow of the bands of the
wople W deenle. Alaskn vidlers have
wen demed  the  opportumity ol
decuhimy whether they  want ore
poveromen! Conirol m then hves

Phe stare will mot be uble to come
iy complioee with Tederal laow for
OVET TWOE Years uniil the  nex
legisbpture papses @ mensure dor te
1942 General Election

Pheve will be federal monagement
of Tish amd wildive over rwi-thirds ol
Alaskin: The exact extent of ledernl
authoriy will bkely be the sabject o
il Litgation

Federal managemen will Likely be
o as it wis prior o stadehood
Ihe Federal Sutvastence Board will be

comprised ol federal buregucrals who
will be less sensitive 1o Alaska needs
and e prone W succumbang (o Out
side interesis.

Federal management will cost $15
million — money thit will hkely be
taken from other worthwhile lederal
projects for Alaska.

Already , the state has lost 51 million
in federal funding for subkistence
regional councils,

Alaska residents will lose hunting
and fishing opportunitics currently
provided by the state — such os ready
access o public londs, The state will
be forced w enact u complex and ex-
pensive system for determining who
receivies a subsistence priority on state
Dnts

The measure the House fuiled 0
pitss would have allowed o preference
for subsistence uses by mural residents
while not precluding subsistence uses
by residents m non-rurnl areas. It
wotlld hove re-instated current state
subsistence low . I would have allowed
stite complinnce with lederal law

Finully, o would have allowed
Aluska voters 1o decide the bk of
subsistence

Maturally, | was deeply disappointes)
bw the House vore,

Although many urbian Tegistators
hove come v realize that (s s as
miadh @ mon-Nibive issue as s 3
INative issue, mamy sports humters and
spotts fishermen Lol o seée hovw mugh
they will lose should tederal takeover
Lraniamoe

Sor the question now i5, where (o we
go (rom here”

Hest assured, subsistence buntimg
and fishmg will sull be protected on
Ivth tederal and state lands, We will
merely see ditterent npencies involved
i fish and waldhile munagenmieni than
we sitw under the old system

We will st peed 1o be atientive 1o
regudatory chimges made by lederul
andd st apencies. The tederal regala
tomns, eftecive simee huly 1, ronghily
resemble the stiste s subsisience aw
thiat eapsted prior b the codrt case Thil
Fomand ol wncomstiut ol

s s bikely wo change, lowever
The hewd of the U S Fish wnd Waildhite
Service hps predioted that the lederal
regulations  will  probably  become
more restnctiive  Just what thas means
stll remanns to be seen. To dite, mo
prublic hearing sdressing new regul
tions s been annound ed

The Alaska Bowrd of Guame hivs an
enormous sk on ity hands now th
everyone in Alaska can be considered
u subsistence hunter. How the bourd
will address this increase in the
number ol persons considered as sub-
wistence hunters will be seen at s Ju-
by 2329 emergency meeling in An-
chorage ut the Anchomge International
Adrport Inn.

y recommend thal every
rurul Mﬂil resachent carefully momitor
the outcome of this importint meeting

Rural Alsskany have faced and met
many challenges in the past. Today's
current subsistence dilemma 18 hm
unother ¢ in our struggle for sur
vivil. As with pasi struggles, we shall
overcome it and continue 0 move
forwand.




