Alaskans must face garbage crisis

OPINION

by Rep. Fran Ulmer
Sinte Howe DHatricl dB-Junesns

JUNEAU — We are in the mdst of
n parbage cnses in Alasku

*ln Juncau, where residents p:nr the
higthest refuse rates in Alssks, the local
Dl (il 18 meiarly Full wnd s estimated
i cost 53 million w0 build a new
(LIRTTS P

*Farbanks hus the same problem
and will need $23 mullion lor o new
Lmddill, although no long teom solid
witste anid wiisle reduction planming
hias been completed

*lin Kitzebue, the city dump
aperiies without o permit and s
lowated. m trespass, on state land  An
eybimiited $5.55 ‘million will be re-
guested  over the next lew  years
without u solid wuste plan in place

o Cordova, the Tasd il s poory
peinntgnned and wand-own trush ofien
spreads peroms nearby amudlogs

*loa few months, all coastil cond
i res wall b Torced to sccep refuse
it Hhoting processors, Cruise shape
Al othier vessels that dock i then
Conpiripies when new lederl reguls
trons are adopaed which protubit ocean
dumpang

Last session, the House adopled
cecyching and solid waste nunagement
us i o priority. Several of my col
leagues and 1 imtroduced the WRREAP
Act — the Waste Reductum, Recyel-
g and Planning Avt

I am pleased 1w report that Four
preces of legislation relating to recycl-
g and waste reduction passed thiy
year, all of which can have a pogitive
wipact on residents of Alsska.

HHE 478, which | sponsored, pro
withes gramts o up o S50, 000 for solid
waste  management  planning  and
fechmenl assistance w0 (ha com
muamires will bave the abality 1o ex
plore waste reduction, recycling and
vither optons when planmng for then
solid wiste peeds Tor the Tuture

The Diepariment of Environmental
Comyervation will also be expanding s
cliarts in these arcis, and will be of
lenimg additional assistunce o com
munmies wresthing with sold wise
prohliems

By passage of this all, the stane oy
S recurd T lavoning waste reductin
il recycling, It also ensures thal
copnmumties and industrial solid waste
fncilny opermors begin 1o focus on
waste reduction and recycling by re
quiring that these options be con
sidered o8 part ol the permitting
process

HH 480, sponsored by Rep. Murk
Bover, 1D-Fairbanks, expands the
Almska Clean Water Fund and allows
it 10 be used w build new facilities,
make improvements 1o existing
facilities or buy equipment for the {mr-
pose ol waste reduction, récyeling,
treatment or disposal

I kg lonns from the fund, the
Drepartment of Environmental Conser-
vation will give prionity 1o projects tha
will allevinte severe health or en
virnnmentid concerns, wmd they may
comsider the extent of local or regional
stpport Tor the proposed facitity before
allowing the fund to be tapped

HE 481, sponsored by Rep. David
Finkelstein, Dr-Anchorige, reguires
thie statie by bueggn usang recycled pagwer,
by recycled goods and v cot dow
o the amound of poper heimg wsed by
roguiting that both sudes be used for
printing

By 19%, 25 percemt of all paper
purchused by sumte government will
have to be recyCled, and those vendors
selling recyclable goods will receive
a5 percent recycled products bidding
prelorence.

In addition, u Waste Reduction and
Recycling Task Forve was established,
so that all agencies of state government
can work together wwand a common

— ereating less waste and recycl-
g all they can.

n addition, HB 532, sponsored by
Rep, Virginin Collins, R-Anchorage,
requires the placement of coding on
ull plastic bottles which ure sold in the
slafe.

By coding plastics by the type of
resin used o make them, the contuiner
can be more casily soned und recycled
more efficiently. This speeds  the
recyeling provess, thus saving the
recyeler time and moncy

Passage of  this  legislation
underseores the  fact than positive
things are begmning o happen in
Alusha Muny people are becoming
e wwire of the waste problem and
are dinng all they van personally o
recycle and redoce the garbage they
throw ool euch day

Anchorage has o st ool the - ar
recyelng center

Petershurg, Wramgell and Ketchokan
are workoig together with other com
murities on Prince of Wales lsbnd (o

see whether a regional approach miy
e the best solution for the solid waste
problem in thar area.

In Juneau, & new recycling business
will be opening soan, and the city his
inclided funding in the budget for o
recycling coordinator, a new solid
waste plan and a small recyching pilot
project

The citizens of Alusks are suying

that the time has come Tor us o find
solutions 1w the problems created by
vur reluse. From Nome (o Fairbanks,
from Sitka to Kenat, recycling effors
ha_:;ﬂ been started.

legislation adopted this and
effons undertaken in each mﬁrnﬂ:uﬂ-
ty are moving us toward & day when
recycling and waste reduction will be
8 way of life for all of us,

I



