~ BSNC Buys Airline

(Courtesy of The NOME NUGGET)

Bering Straits Native Corp.
has made -another move to im-
plement its* program for moving
on a’ broad base' with Native
Land Claims Funds; .

Jerome ' Trigg, " board - chair-
man and full-time president of
“BSNC announced the purchase

. of the non-scheduled Alaska air.

carrier, Pacific Alaska Airlines.
The puichase was made from

Don Gilbertson,: who,

said  was  a _ pioneer

Trigg.
“Alaska

pilot “and * who will . remain
under ‘the - new. ownership . as

. president - and 'chief  executive

officer. Gilbertson.is well-known
in Nome' and ‘other Alaska fly-

‘ing circles.

Trigg declined ‘to reveal the
purchase price.

At the outset the firm' will
be based in. Fairbanks and will

‘have six 'DC-6 planes and three

DC-3s." They. .are licensed -to
operate any place in Alaska.
Trigg said that the new com-
pany - is looking into the ‘pos-
sibility of - establishing ' loading

- facilities here.

Trigg said there are plans to

“get into the passenger ‘business

‘made by~

“Federal'

‘and in that ~event the. firm
will purchase a 727 jet.

. ‘The' actual purchase. was
the - Bering = Straits
Investment Co., with Tom Drake
as president of the BSNC sub-
sidiary. Pacific Alaska also is
known as PAK.

PAK at present . operates
‘in_regular non-scheduled freight
and passenger - service . within
Alaska under a certificate from
the -Alaska Transportation Com-
mission and carries freight inter-

_state under a commercial opera-

tor’s certificate issued by the
Aviation Admlmstra-
tion. ;

The company has other air-

~jcraft used principally for fire

fighting operations:

Trigg announced that the in-
terest of iPacific Alaska Air-
lines. was acquired because of
the * desire ‘ to - invest in basic
Alaska - industries and' particu-

_larly “a business which . serves

the people irl Western. Alaska.

PAK has applied for author-
ity to provide scheduled freight:
and. passenger service  between
Anchorage,. Unalakleet, Nome;
Kotzebue and Fairbanks and is
evaluating injtiation of direct
freight service between Seattle

.and Western Alaska.

New ‘and' additional types of
equipment,. - ‘including . jet-

powered aircraft; will be added

to. the PAK fleet as requxred

Trigg said.



