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By LOIS KBKEAKEATINGKEATING-

Oct
AT1NGAT1NG-

Oct
l1NGl1NG-

OctOct.. 15115-First15First5 ":- First ofofallall , I want toto-

say
to-

saysay that all of us who went over toto-

Fairbanks
to-

FairbanksFairbanks for the Eskimo-IndianEskimoIndianEskhno-IndianEskhnoEskhnoIndian-
Olympics

EskimoIndian-
Olympics

--

Olympics had a 'greatgreat' time'time'
, andand-

for
and-

forfor many it was '
hA chance to seesee-

old
see-

oldold friends and vist with relatives ,
some not seen for manymanymanyyearsyears !:.

At the beginning of AugustAugust-

there
August-

therethere was anannult-'Inuit-Women's'InuitInuitWomen'sWomensan'InuitWomen's-nultnult-.-'InuitWomen'sC-

onference
-' [( t-Women'sWomensWomen's-

Conference
'

Conference heldheldeld inm. PangnirtungPangnirtung-
inin the '

.EasternEastern._ Arctic , withwith-

delegates
with-

delegatesdelegates from each EskimoEskhnoEskhno-
community

Eskimo-

communitycommunity in the NorthwestNorthwest-
Territories

Northwest-
TerritoriesTerritories.. Then , in the rfftddlerWiddlei4iddlerWiddl-
eof

i4iddle-

ofof August , therether was a NativeNative-
Women's

Native-
Women'sWomen'sWomens' Conference held 'inin'in-
Ottawa

' inin-

OttOttawaOtt wa .
"

Reports from both conferencesconfconferences-
indicated

rencesrences-

indicatedindicated that the women greatlygreatly-

appreciated
greatly-

appreciatedappreciated Jhe, the opportunity to '

get together and talk aboutabout thingt.hingthin. ;
that' were of

,
importance to them .

For somesomejsomejit, it was the first trip outout-

of
'

of their settlementssettlements , andandaa chancechance-

toto hear about how peoplepeop1e live inin-

other
in-

otherother places . Similar conferencesconferences-
areare planned for the future .

There were 111616 beluga whaleswhale-
staken

whale-
stakentaken this summer in thethe-

Beaufort
the-

BeaufortBeaufort Sea-MackenzieSeaMackenzieSea.MackenzieSeaMackenzie-. DeltaDelta-

area
Delta-

areaarea . The people at the whalingwhaling-
camps

whaling-
campscamps came back with IdtsIotsl ts ofof-

muktuk
of-

muklukmuktukmukluk and dry fish .

COPE (The Committee forfor-
Original

for-
OriginalOriginal People'sPeoples' Entitlement)
and ITC Inuit((Inuit Tapirisat ofof-

Canada
of-

CanadaCanada ) had hoped to get a land

freeze put ondo the areaarea aroundaroun-
dtuktoyaktuk

around-
Tuktoyaktuk'toTuktoyaktukTuktoyaktuk'toTuktoyaktukto.,

'to protect the landland-

and
land-

andand , waters from furtherfurther'-
expJor

furthere-
xploration'expJorexpJor' explorationttonon activities , until suchsuch-
t

such-
timetimeJ11et as the Native land claimsclaims'areclaimsareclaims'are-

settled
claims'are-

settled

' are
settled . '

However , the Minister of IndianIndia-
nAffairs

India-
nAffairsAffairs and NorthernNorthern-
Development

Northern-
DevelopmentDevelopment rejected theirtheir-

request
their-

requestrequest . But they have not givengivgiven-

up
n

. upup'andupandup'and.are' andandareare.are., still pressuring to getget-

some
get-

somesome sort of
.

protection for thethe-

ar
the-

areaareaararea:! .

AtAt'theAtthe''* the endendofof August the IndianIndian-
Brotherhooil

Indian-

BrotherhoodBrotherhoodBrotherhooil of the N.W.TNW.TNWT. . . andand-

the
and-

thethe MetisMet s Association held ajointajointajoint-
meeting

joint-
meetingmeeting at

,
Fort Norman . At thisthis-

assem
this-

assemblyassemblyassem bly they declared "toto"to-

themselves
"to-

themselves
"

themselves and the world thethe-

right
the-

rightright to be recognized as aa-

nation
a-

nationnation ."" They are callingcallin-
gthemsehes

callin-
gthemselvesthemselvesthemsehes the "DeneDene""Dene-
Nation"Dene

"Dene-
Nation"Dene

,

Nation-"DeneNation"DeneDene"-" " meaning "thethe"the-

people
"

people . "
This declaration sparked allall-

sorts
all-

sortssorts of fireworks from OttawaOttawa-

and
Ottawa-

andand the Department of IndianIndia-
nAfrai

India-
nAffairsAffairsAfrai r s anda'n-

d

an-

d

a'n-

d

an-

d' NorthernNorthern'D-
evelopment

NorthernD-
evelopmentDevelopment'Development', .. The ministerminis er of thethe-

department
the-

departmentdepartment , Judd Buchanan , saidsaid-

that
said-

thatthat a separate nation ithinithin-

Canada
ithin-

CanadaCanada could not be tolerated ,

It is somewhat unclear whywhy-

there
why-

therethere was such an uproar aboutabout-
the

about-
thethe, Dene Nation when , not soso-

long
so-

longlong ago , ITCIrC announced that thethe-

Inuit
the-

InuitInuit people would like to formfrmf rm aa-

territory
a-

territoryterritory called "NunavutNunavut" .
*""' NoNo-

one
No-

oneone seemed to get terribly upsetupset-

about
upset-

aboutabout thatthat-
In

..
In SeptemberSeptembeJ .' I went to SachsSachs-

Harbor
Sachs-

HarborHarbor for two weeksweeks,., on a sortsort-

of
sort-

ofof holiday . It was the first time II-

have
I-

havehave been there when I wasn'twasnt' in aa-

huny
a-

hurryhurryhuny , so I had time for leisurelyleisurely-
visits

leisurely-
visitsvisits .

IJ even skinned and fleshed a sealseaseal-

I
]

I((I must confess :t tooktookmeme all dayday-

while
day-

whilewhile two other women did 11 ofof-

them
of-

themthem ! Maybe next time it won'twontwon't-
take

won't-
take

'
take me so long ). IrTreally' really hoped I1I-

would

1-

wouldwould see a polar bear , but I hadhad-

to
had-

toto be satisfied only with seeing

fresh tracks .

About 20 Indian families fromfrom-

Fort
from-

FortFort Good HopeHop'e' have again takentaken-

advantage
taken-

advantageadvantage , of the territory'sterritorysterritory's-
Outpost

territory's-
Outpost

'
Outpost Camp ProgramProgranl , and havehave-

gone
have-

gonegone into the bush for the winter .

UnderUnderthe-thethe'the-' samesainesame program , aboutabout-
eight

about-
eighteight families from the Tuk areaarea-

have
area-

havehave gone to North Star HarborHaroorHaroor-

on
Harbor-

onon Cape Bathhurst .. .

Recently we lost two moremore-

old
more-

oldtimersold-timersoldtimersold -. timers in this area-AbrahamareaAbrahamareaAbraham-
Alexie

areaAbraham-
Alexie

-
Alexie from Fort McPherson andan-
dEdward

an-
dEdward

.

EdwjirdEdward Kikoak fromfrom-
TuktoyaktukTuktoyaktukJ'ulctoyaktukJulctoyaktuk' .


