Senate panel
delays action
on 1991 bill
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Action by the 11.S. Senate Energy
Committee on a 1991 bill developed
by Sen. Frank Murkowski — expected
last week — has been postponed until
this week, according 10 Murkowski.
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* Vote expected Wednesday on 1991

(Continued hom Page One)

Murkowski, R-Alaska, sted a
vole Wednesday on his bill to amend
the Alaskn Native Claims Settlement
Act, but Committee Chairman J. Ben-
net Johnston, D-La. , declined because
of a last-minute request from Sen. Jefl
Bingaman, D-N.M.

Also delayed was action on funding
lor the Tongass Timber Supply Fund
and u bill to permit oil leas-
ing in the Coastal Plain of the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge

Among those who are secking to
stall the 1991 bill are members of the

In asking for the
vote last week,
Murkowski defended
the bill.

Alas ative ition, who are ob-
jecting to the Murkowski version of

the bill. They are concemned that the
bill does not include o provision
authorizing transfer of ANCSA cor-
poration lands to @
transferee entity,”’
Bovernment

“‘gualified
such as & tnbal

ANC officials ulso have said they
object jons of the bill which they
lead to non-Native takeovers

of Native corporations.
The Murkowski version is being

supporied by the Alasks Federation of
MNatives,
In asking for the vote last week,

Murkowskil defended the bill.

"We've had 13 hearings, heard 250
wilnesses 10 develop this compromise
hill, which hiss been available for more
than seven weeks. We should vote on
il now,  he said.

Johnston said action will be tiken
this week,

*'1 ussure the senator that we will
tuke action on Wednesday. | support
his legislation. The Illljﬂl"l[j' und
minority do, Don’t worry

As for ANWR, !uhmlﬂn sinid he
would announce results mt the next
mieeting of his informal poll of com-
miltee members on w r they
desire to proceed with the bill 1o open
ANWR.

Murkowksi sail Wednesday 's com-
mittee agendas will be critical for the
three Aluskan issues.

“We pot Tongass, 1991 and
ANWE ., ull of which are viwl o us,"'
he sand



