Congress may
be required to
approve ATVs

by Steve Plikington
for ibwe Tiwnalra Times

A draft agreement prepared i
August by the Department of the In
terior wmed at allowing Anukiuvok
Pass villagers to use all-terrin
vehicles in wilderness areas of nor
thern Alasks may require federal
legislution.

Roger Sighn, superintendent of the
Cintes of the Arctic Natonal Park, said
congressional action may be needed 0
alow a land exchange between the
Arctic Slope Regional Corp.,
Nunamiut Corp. of Anaktuvuk Piss
and the National Park Service, The ex-
change 5 needed in order for the
villagers to be able 10 use their ATVs,

Riley Morry, Anakituvuk Pass
mayor, smd more work remains 1o be
done on the agreement, but added he
is is oplimistic about i,

The agreement may solve the pro-
blem of ATV use for subgistence hun
ting by villagers in Anakiuvuk Pass,
n village surrounded by Gates of the
Arctic National Park

The ATVs are considered by the
draft agreemomt as six- or eight-
wheeled vehigles,

The Park Service currently does not
wllow village residents to use ATVs for
hunting in the summer months because
parts of the park are designated as
wilderness.

In 1983, the Park Service [irsi
restricied Anaktuvuk Pass ATV use as
u result of a land exchange in which
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the federal governmem gained land in
the Chandler Lake area. Villagers con-
tend that as a result of the restrictions
they cannol get to the canbou they
hunt und back Lo their village in a
reasonsble amount of time.

Sighin said Park Service officuls ae
waiting {or the response from ASRC
und Nunwmiut 1o the Interior’s drafl

Last month, the Park Service and
Native offictals were hoping that Con-
gress would not have to enact legisla-
tiom in order o get the agreement, but
Sighin does not think thint is possible
i |

I think it has to be legislated, " e
siid, because the exchange involves
“substantial wilderness.

Sighin hopes disagreements about
language in the draft can be resolved
quickly. He said the Park Service pro-
poses to seek passage of legislation this
yenr

The exchange under the carmem
draft agreement would allow the Na-
tional Park Secvice 1o gain o potentidl
wilderness addition of 39,00 acres
north and cast of Anaktuvuk Pass, ns
well as 12,160 acres of poteniial
wilderness near lkillik Lake

The Park Service would also gain
conservalion  easements  prohibiting
development on an addinonal 53,800
acres of land

ASRC and Numamiut would  be
wllowed ATV acvess om 59,520 acres
ol Banad whach may result in those lands
lssing thewr wilderness status. ATV ac
vess wollld also be assured on B8, 312
acres of old ASRT lands for sub
SINEnCE lise

ASRC would take on some resteic
Ly on the exploration of subsurthce
rights on 17,843 acres of laml. The

. . .the Park
Service and Native
officials were hoping
that Congress would
not have to enact
legisiation.

Park Service indicated that these
restrictions are nol required by law,
but ASRC has secepted them in the
mgrecment.

According 0 Morry, Amaktuvuk
Puss residents currently own abowt 30
ATVs.

Sighn does nod forsee any language
wiblems in the sgreement that can'l

» sodved

The current draft has a provision
which would give the Park Service a
It inside  Anaktuvuk  Pass which
Morry found objectionable, but Siglin
said he met with the mayor and the
problem has been resolved.

If the agreement is accepted and
legislation passed, ASRC, the Park
Service and Nunamiut will all become
mvirlved  in monitoring  the en
vironmiental effects that ATV s huve on
the wilderness lanis.

“Certmnly, ATVs used regularly on
aopiece of land destroy  vegetatinn
dowrnt o mineral soil, ™ Sighin said.
Bt | dem’t know what the Tong-teom
effects would be.””

I Congress does act on the issue this
year, Siglin believes both sides will
beneli,

No date has beon sél for when the
Park Service will ke the agreement
before Congress



