Take this test to find out
how much Tlingit you know

by Holly F. Relmer

Fiwmfran Timwer wragr

Louis F. Jacqguot has recently turi-
ed o study of Thingit words into o sort
of intelligence test called the Al
Aloskan Intelligence Test, o Thigiz:
ed Version for Southeastern Alaska. ™

The test is comprised of 10 Tlingit
words with multiple aniwers

Jacquot, a Thingit from Hunes, hus
been an educator in Alaska for more
than 20 years, He curvently 15 the In
din Education  twtor/counselor
McLaughlin Youth Center in the mor
ning and holds the same position
Wenidler Junior Highon the afternmoon

““This 15 a learmng device, ol just
otest,”" Jacquot smid. My original
when was o leach any professional liv-
ing with Natves i litthe about the peo
ple that they work with ™

Incguot steongly recommends the
test as # cultural awareness pre-test fon
teachers, potentinl  1eachers, ad
ministrators. police and  othes
cmployees who intend o work among
and come i contact with Southeast
Thogn villages and people.

The test is college level language
Bacquot is also going w revise it for
high school students, und he plans &
Cjust-for-fun ' test bor grade school
pupils, _

"Students it APL Diked 1t and foumd
i bl Jacquet sand. T They thoughl
they couldn't do ™

"I o special project for the Native
students at APU . They re using it as
aomoddel for developing similin 1ests
i the other Alaska Native languages,
Javguot said. The students who are in-
vislved with this progect are mostly
Juniors and semors, and they get credi
for dhoenge 11, he added,

Jacauot has been passing, the test o
o various businesses and Native cor
poratons around the siate 1o see hin
minch Thngit most people undersiand

The hughest score so far was achiey
ed by Avis Deunkin, un Athabascan
chder from MeGrath who seored o
perfect 100,

Elwine Abrabam of Yukutat, the
coordimmtor of Stadent Chrientation
Services . Anchorage Convmdmty
College  helped  Jacquot with  the
development of the tes),

Although all the statistics haven't
heen rounded up, both Natives and
non-Natives who have taken the test
have done fmrly well

Average scores so far are Thingit
and Haida, 70 pecent; Klukwan Inc.,
6l percent; APLU, 50 percent; Univer-
sily of Alaska graduate level special
cduocation cluss, 40 percent; and
Wendler Jr. High School swfl, 60
percent,

These wre o couple of guesticns from
the test:

*When you hear kids on the
playgmmd (o ur.lulm :t a sports event)

shout: * k dei!""
lh!.-lr mw:d m E‘.n.glhh m (A) “Stop,
"(B) *'Slow, slow.

Slow dnwnr" (C) *“*Stupid, stupid.

You're stapid! "' (D) “'Go, go. . g0
fort!"" (E)"Sakes. . .I'm s0 very
sorry! "

o Jook!"" when saad w children tells
them to do it (A) quickly (B) slowly
(C) later (D) backwards (E)
never. & & &

Besides the test, Jacguot is also
writing o book On Being Tlingit and
chullenges others who are educated 1o
do something ke this on being Aleut,
Yupik, Inupiag and other Native
culiures,

Juequit 15 also thinking about the
turn of the century

“1991 doesn't hother me, but whal
uhout 2031 anmd 2051, Are there go
ing W be Natives”"" he asked.

“What sbout the conung genery
tions thit haven't been born yet? Wil
they know thewr culture? Will Natives
save therr cultures? What good is 1991
i you've lost your culture, your
history and background?™" he nsks.

In 1962 Jacquol received has
Bachelor of Ars degree from the
Western Washington University andl
i 1967 a Master of Education degree
(ecin the sume school. In 1973 he
received o Doctor ol Phalosophy
Uegree from the Linversity of Oregon,

* & & The answers to the test?
You'll have to contacl Jacquol atl
561-1433 In the mornings or
277-3591 in the affernaons.



