
Fur sealsealconventionconvention extendedextend d
A National Oceanic and At ¬.,

mospheric Administration offioffi-offi-

cial

¬.-

cial today termed "unfortunateunfortunate" "

the failure of delegates to thethe-

Interim
the-

InterimInterim Convention on ConserConser-Conser-
vation

Conser-
vation

¬-

vationvationofof North Pacific Fur SealsSeals-

to
Seals-

toto adopt U.S-proposedU.SproposedU.SUSproposed.s.proposeds.proposedsproposedU .. .-. managemanage-manage-

ment
manage-

ment
-

ment concepts designed to givegive-

more
give-

moremore protection to North PaPa-PaPa-

cific
Pa-

cific
¬-

cific fur seals .

Carmen Blondin , assistant didi-didi-

rector
di-

rector
¬-

rector for International FishFish-Fish-

eries
Fish-

eries

¬-

eries , National Marine FisheriesFisheries-
Service

Fisheries-
ServiceService , said the group agreed toto-

recommend
to-

recommendrecommend to their-theirtheirgovern-' -governgoverngovern--. govern-

ments
govern-

ments
¬-

ments that the convention bebe-

extended
be-

extendedextended for another four yearsyears-

but
years-

butbut missed an opportunity toto-

adopt
to-

adoptadopt the concept of optimumoptimum-
sustainable

optimum-
sustainablesustainable population

,
which isis-

included
is-

includedincluded as a management obob-obob-

jective

ob-

jective

¬-

jective in the Marine MammalMammal-

Protection
Mammal-

ProtectionProtection Act of 1972 .

Under the new concept propro-pro-

posed
pro-

posed

¬-

posed by the United States ,

consideration would .havehave., beenbeen-

given
been-

givengiven to the estheticestheticandandandrecrecrec-rec-

reational
rec-

reational
¬-

reational value of theththe fur sealsseals-

and
seals-

andand the necessity of maintainmaintain- ¬-

\
,

ing the health and stability ofof-

the
of-

thethe marine ecosystem .

The present management concon-con-

cept
con-

cept
¬-

cept providesprovid s for maintainingmaintaining-
populations

maintaining-
populationspopulations atat levels which perper-perper-

mit
per-

mit
¬-

mit maximum
,

productivity , taktak-ttak-

ing
k-kk-

ing
¬-

ing intointo account the relationrelation-relation-
ship

relation-
ship

¬-

ship of fur seals to other marinemarine-

resources
marine-

resourcesresources .

The delegates will recomrecom-recoml-
11end

recom-

mend
¬-

mendl11end to their governments thatthat-

they
that-

theytheytheyapproveapprove a Protocol propro-pro-
viding

pro-
viding

¬-

viding :

- that Natives , living on thethe-

islands
the-

islandsislands where seals breed , be perper-per-

mitted
per-

mitted
¬-

mitted to take seals for foodfood-

when
food-

whenwhen the meat obtained fromfrom-

'the
from-

thethe'the' commercial harvest and reIere-rere-

search
¬.-

search is, not sufficient for theirtheir-

ne
their-

needsneedsne ds ;

r-r;-rthat- thatth t the parties ensure thatthat.-

th
that-

the"thethe-the.thth".- methods used to capturecapt re ,

mark and harvest the seals , onon-

land
on-

land .land 'OrOr', or at-atatsea--. sea , sparesparethe-thethe- sealsseals-

painpain and suffering to the greatestgrgreatest-
extent

atestatest-

exten ,extentexten t possible ;

- for a suspension or reducreduc-reduc-

tion
reduc-

tion

¬-

tion of the fur seal harvest onon-

anyanyy island or group of islands

where metfiethe totaltotaJ number ofof-
seals

of-
sealsseals falls below the level necesneces-neces-
sary

neces-
sary

¬-

sary to maintain the populationpopulation-
atat maximum productivity ;

- for research on the relarela-rela-

tionship
rela-

tionship
¬-

tionship between fur seals andand-

other
and-

otherother living marine resourcesresources-
and

resources-
andand the effect of commercialcommercial-
fisheries

commercial-
fisheriesfisheries on fur seals ;

- for a termination of thethe-
convention

the-
conventionconvention one year after any ofof-
the

of-
thethe parties gives written noticenotice-
to

notice-
toto the other parties ofofanyanyany-

intention
any-

intentionintention to end the convention ;

and
- for representatives of thethe-

parties
the-

partiesparties to meet within 90 daysdays-
of

days-
ofof a request by any of the parpar-par-
ties

par-
ties

¬-

ties to consider modifications ofof-
the

of-
thethe conventionconvehtion .

The Interim'Interim' Convention onon-

the
on-

thethe Conservation of North PafaPa-PaPa-

'ific
¬.-

cificific'ific.' Fur Seals was entered intointo-
in

into-
inin 19571957by19$7.by197.by197by$ -byby-. thethetheUnited'. -UnitedUnited-', Statestates ,
Canada , Japan , andaod theth.e. SovietSoviet-

Union
Soviet-

UnionUnion to regulate;. the harvestharvest-

of
harvest-

ofof fur seals'insealsinseals1inseals '
in the North Pacific .

Nearly 80i5080,%% ., of the northernnorthern-
fur

northern-
furfur seal resourcer source is currentlycurrently-
associated

currently-
associatedassociated with the Pribilof IsIs-IsIs-

lands
¬.-

lands of the United States , lo10-10lo-lo10-

ated
lo-

cated
¬-

catedated off theth
' coast of Alaska .
,


