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:-''WASHINGTON-Sen'WASHINGTONWASHINGTONSen' WASHINGTON-Sen/WASHINGTONSenWASHINGTONSenMikeW SHINGl'ONsSHINGlONs' -.: nJ,. .
:;:,/,.,(, MikeMik-

eGravelDAlaskatoday, GravelGravelD-AlaskatodayGravelDAlaskatoday, >', i1,DAlaskaD-A1askDA1ask1DA1askD-D--Alaska , {>;'ii'!; todayjtodaY ; ; joined ,'

toiJiint'sponsoring'legislationintsponsoringlegislation'
,',,(

', sponsoringSpons ringringI'legiS1a7
'
:':-I'legiS1aI'legiS1aIlegiS1a
-' '"
:'' legislationionionIiontoI,

to
:
'

require theth , United
.-

States
S-

tates
.-

States
S-

tates.,
States PostalPostal-

ServicServiceServic 'toto'

to consider'consider' 1', allan -: relevantrelevant-

fa

relevant-
factorsfactorsfa torS '' priorpii r "'toto''; too .

.''closingclosing'' ' manymany-

third
many-

thirdthird and ' fourth class ' . post .,

offices .

Gravel alsolsolsis considering filingf11ingf11ing-

suit
filing-

suitsuit against thethee,, Postal Service toto-

stop
to-

stopstop implementation/ofimplementationofimplementation'of'itsimplementationofitsimplementation 'ofof/,', ' .' its planplan-

to
',

to close 12OQOof12,000'of12000of12,00012000, ;'ofof' , theth ' 18,2901829018,290-
third

,

third
'-

and
a-

nd'

and fourthfourth\/class"postfourthclass"postclasspostfourthtclasspostfourthtclassposto-
ffices'inthe

\v'clas-

s

vclas-

s/) ' '
.", .postpost.,

. officesoffices'intheofficesinthe' inm 4he.thethe. United StatesStates!: ". '

Most of'of' Alaska'sAlaskasA1ask 'ss' "-

post
p-

ost
"-

post
p-

ost'""post .offices1offices1offices.,
<'

areare either'either' thirdtlrdtlthirdrd
' or fourth classchiSs '

postpostlpostpostloffipostofficesofficesoffi
( es , ,.

and1d 'ff' would'would:' 'bebe'"' bebe-

subjecUq
be-

subjectto1cosuresubjectsubjecUqsubjectto1cosure, to closure:1osure1osure: if profitabilityprofitability-
werewerewereIthe, /Ithe\Ithe}/,IthemBin,

:' the' \
55main;;, mainmBinmBincriteriacriteria forfor-

keeping
for-

keeping
.

keeping them
'

open .
,

' .,
1.-GravelGravel1Gravel.GrGr-.Gravel.saidvel.said1velsaid1.saidsaid.'

said , "AtAt'At""' ,
aaatime'whenatimewhenatime'when-

Alaskans
, time .' whenwhen-

AlaskansAlaskansAlaskansIAlaskansare\are-areI\,, arecomplainingaare' -' [;complaining'complaining'complaining'ofcomplaining'of' 'ofof'of-
po

'of-
poor

'

popoorpoorr postalpostll'serVice
.

;

'-serVice
s-

erVice'

service toto the 49th49th-
State

49th-
State 'StateState , 'thethe.' the Postal ServiceS rvice isisis-

consideringconsidering curtailingcurt Uing servicesservices-

even
services-

eveneven further ;.""
The latestl test statistics availableavailable-

show
available-

showshow that of Alaska'sAlaskas' 194 postpost-
offices

post-
officesoffices , 163 of them are thirdthird-

and
third-

andand fourth class facilities andand-

could
and-

couldcould ,, possibly be closed . OnlyOn1

,
/l1l1/ ' ;" 'tt' . , , . -

11111111'ofI1'ofI1of, 'ofof'of thethe state'sstatesstaistai'sstate's'poststatespost'ss' '

post officesoffiesoffi es fallfall-

within
fall-

within'swithin1/within1within'swithinswithin1thewithin '/,, '; the first'firsffirsf'first'firsfclass'firstclass' class ;: category'categorY'categorY-
and

'categorycategory'category-
and

'

and 20 areresecondaresecondarere second class facilitiesfaciliti s ..

(,
The t bill , Gravel co-sponsoredcosponsoredco-sponsoredcosponsoredcosponsored-

would
cosponsored-

would
--

would 'amendamend'amam' rd the Postal ServicesServices-
Reprganization

,
ReorganizationReprganization ' Act of 1970 toto-

req
to-

requirerequirereq ireireII'"' that '., five additionaladditional-
factors

additional-
factorsfactors be considered beforebefore'thebeforethebefore'the-
Postal

the'the'the-
Postal

'

Postal Service could close , aa-

facility
a-

facility
' '

facility ', ,' because'because it was-
unprofitable

, wasw ss-

unprofitableunprofitable .

TheThe" ' additionaldditional factorsfa tors wouldwould-
include

would-
includeinclude the post'' office'sofficesoffice's-
'proximity

office's-
'proximity

'
proximity'proximity' to other postpost.officespostofficespost.offices-
and

.officesoffices. .offices-
aridaridand

, the
., number of familiesfamiliefamilies-

served
,

served by itit..
-

TheTh
'

, substantiality of the Joss.lossloss.loss-

of'revenue
.
, loss-

of'revenueof'revehueofrevehueof'revenueofrevenue,

' to ' the postalpost31post31serviceservice .
If the postpostpostoffice' .officeoffice., werewereclosedwereclosed-

would
wereclosed-

would
, closed

would thethealternativeth -alternativealternativealternativilternati- e post officeoffice-
be

office-
bebe overburdened and serviceservice-
hampered

service-
hamperedhampered .

Determine the energyenergy-

requirements
energy-

requirementsrequirements for any additionaladditional-
travel

additional-
traveltravel by postal customers .

Would closing the post officeoffice-

have
office-

havehave significantsig lificant negativeneative$ impactimpact-

onon the locality ..

If afteraftersuchsuchsuch-considerationsuchconsideration'considerationconsideration'consideraticonsiderati'- n thethe-
postmaster

the-
postmasterpostmaster general found thatthat-
on

that-
onon balance thethe post officeoffice-

should
office-

shouldshould remain open , . notnot-

withstanding
not-

withstandingwithstanding its unprofitability ,
the post office should not bebe-

closed
be-

closedclosed .
'-

Gravel
G-

ravel
'
Gravel said that , "PostalPostal"Postal-

service
"Postal-

service

"
service is1is' an essential service toto-

the
to-

thethe juralrural, areas of Alaska , whichwhich-

all
which-

ell
'

allell too often are cutcu t off fromfrom-

communications
from-

communicationscommunications ., with fellowfellow-

Alaskans
fellow-

AlaskansAlaskans , and others outsideutside thethe-

state
the-

statestate ..""
If distance is considered as anan-

essential
an-

essentialessential criteria then , GravelGravel-

said
Gravel-

saidsaid , the Postal Serviceervice$ 'willwill'' havehave-
to

have-
toto continue serviceservice at most ofof-

the
of-

thethe third and fourth classclass-

facilities
class-

facilitiesfacilities ininAlaska-AlaskaAlaska-' becausebecause-
residents

because-
residentsresidents simply do riotnot havehave-
alternative

have-
alternativealternative postal facilities !:

The Alaska DemocratDemocrt is alsoalso-

considering
also-

considering
'-

Rep
R- ep'-

Rep
R- ep'

considering joining with Rep .
Paul Simon , D-IllDIllP-IllP-- . , in filing aa-

court
a-

courtcourt suitUit$ to keep the PostalPostal-

Service
Postal-

ServiceService from implementing plans-plansplans-

to
-'

to close the 12,000200012,00012000, post officesoffices-

suggested
offices-

suggestedsuggested by the generalgeneral-

ac.cc

general-

accounting
,"
accountingac.ccaccc.

1
;>

1
tln officeof ce .

. .


