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State to restructure public assistance

by Sen. Johne Binkley

for the Tundra Times

JUNEAU — More than one out of
every 10 Alaskans lives below the

verty level.

To mﬁm in need, the state pro-
vides some form of public assistance
to nearly 50,000 Alaskans, many of
them in rural parts of the state where
unemployment — and the cost of liv-

ing — is the highest.

OPINION

However, sweeping changes in the
state’s welfare and public assistance
programs are in the works, and rural
Alaskans will be among those most af-
fected by them.

These changes are the direct result
of the Family Support Act passed by
Congress last year as a reform of the
national welfare laws. The major goal
of that legislation is to change the cur-
rent system of income maintenance in-
to a system that can help welfare reci-
pients become self-reliant, and in do-
ing so, strengthen the family unit.

The federal law is extremely com-
plicated — and gives the state a lot of
options in huw to implement these
changes. ricetag for these
changes is nut C — next year's
costs alone are estimated at $10
million. For that reason, the
Legislature and the administration put
together the Family Support Task
Force to develop a recommended state
strategy.

That task force, made up of six
legislators and five commissioners,
has been working all summer re-
searching the options and developing

an Alaska system. They’ve tried to get
as much public input as possible by
including more than 50 public
members in smaller working groups.

This group will soon be ready to
take their plan to the public for hcar~
ings across the state. Since it affects
rural Alaskans so greatly, it’s very im-
portant that everyone know what the
changes might be and how they will
affect them.

Some of the major provisions and
issues raised include:

*A new education, training and

called JOBS for

recipients of Aid to Families with
Dependent Children in order to aid
them in becoming self-sufficient.

Many folks are concerned about
these welfare-to-work requirements
because of the few job
available in rural Alaska. However,
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federal agencies to ide services
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region.

Another concern of rural residents
has been the needs of who are
substance abusers. Job training alone
isn’t enough to get these parents in-
dependent, yet effective drug and

available in place where needed.

For the first time, long-term educa-
tion will be allowed under these pro-
grams. Child care must be provided
to every parent in an approved
program.

*The extension of child care and
medical benefits for up to a year for
those leaving welfare and newly enter-
ing the work force.

Often the cost of child care and wor-
ries about unnecessary medical ex-
penses prohibit many people from go-
ing back to school or taking a job at
a starting wage. It doesn’t seem to pa
for these parents to try to get o
welfare.

That’s why the new law requires the
?mﬁxt:c child care not just

or education or training,
but also f%-r those just starting work.

“Who’ gtovmas that care is a ma-
jor issue. The federal daycare pro-
grams don’t require a daycare provider
be licensed, but the state program
does.

Since many Alaskans would rather
see their children cared for by grand-
parents or other family members who
wouldn't necessarily be licensed, the
state is looking at a provision allow-
ing ““‘authorized’" daycare providers to
bc included in this q:ltlun

hlaah inrtheﬁmunzwﬂl

have a choice of whether to have
health care under the Indian Health
mﬂ:mm‘-w
. No one really knows yet
will work, or how many will take
advantage of this option.
MM which allows
ilies with two parents to receive
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to qualify will have a big impact in
rural parts of the state, since job op-
portunitiés are so scarce.

States do have the option of requir
ing at least one of the parents to par
ticipate in the education and training

or some other form of work
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y if their children are older
than3 years of age.

States also have the option to require
teen-age parents to live at home in
order to receive AFDC. They also can
require teen-agers to work toward a
high school diploma in order to con-
tinue receiving benefits.

*Tougher child support enforcement
measures. These changes are based on
the conviction that parents have an
obligation to their children.
You can see these changes are
major ones. AFN's “‘A Call to Ac-
tion"’ recently documented how being
on mfwﬂwmﬂn

ey i =re

is a good idea.
If you would like more information
unli’mimu you can call or write

me at P.O. Box V, Juneau 99811,

465-4985; or call Janet Kowalski with
the Family Task Force,
361-7613 in "



