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By JACOB ADAMSADAMS-
Noah

ADAMS-
North

ADAMS-
NorthNorthNoah SlopSlopeStops* BofourfiBorough MavoiMoIyorMayorMayo-

rThe

Mavo-

iTheThThe fimousfamous ""AlaskaAlaska LandsLands-

BillBillBar8111-81118111Public-" (PubUcPublic Law 96-487)96487)48796487)96487- ) is a-

very
ta.

vtrjvertvery lengthy ''andandand very complexcomplex-
piece

complex-
piecepiece of legislation... Among ItsIts-

many
Its-

manymany provisions Is one entitledentitled-
"Arctic

entitled-
"Arctic""ArcticArctic: Researcharch Study ," whichwhkhwhich-

'the'.'thethethe 8engeneral Alaskan public b-

hardly
Is-

hardly
b-bIs.-

hardly aware of, but whichwhich-

could
which-

couldcould be of tremendous Impor-

tance
bnpor-

tanee
imporbnpor-bnporImpor-¬-

tancetanee to the people of Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-

north
Alaska's-

north
'

north and westwm coastscouts,, and eses-

pecially
es-es-es-

pecially
¬-

pecially to the residentssidentl of thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth Slope .

This lectionsection stipulates thatthat-

the
that-

thethe SecSecretarytary of the Interior , to-

Defense

to-

gfther
to-toto-

gl'ther
--

gl'therglthergfther!' with the Secretaries ofof-

Defense
of-

DefenseDefense andana Energy ,",: shallmaU canycarrycarry-

out
carry-

outout an extensive ...studystudy of ""'"thethe'the"the-
mission

'the-
missionmission , facilitiesfacIDties indand admini-

stration
adminiadmini-admini-

stration
-¬-

stration " of the Naval Arctic Re-

search
ReRe-Re-

search
-¬-

search Laboratory ((NARLNARL ) atat-

Point
at-

PointPoint Barrow . It contains overover-

aa dozendOlen paragraphs,, but in sum-

mary
sum-

mary
sumsum-¬-

mary it callscaUs for a study of howhow-

NARL
how-

NARLNARL operated , what it acac-

complished
ac-ac¬.-

complishedcompllshed , and how nIt might bebe-

reorganized
be-

reorganizedreorganized and operated Jin oror-

der
or-or.-

der to10 expedite resource50Urce deve-

lopment
devedeve-deve-

lopment
-¬-

lopment in the arctic .

- As usual , ofofcoursecourcourse ., "the 'le-

gISlation
le-

gislation
le-le-

gISlation states that - or suggestssuggests-

that
suggests-

thatthat - development in the Arc-

tic
Arc-

tic
Arc-Arc-

tic must ""minimizeminimizemmtm1Ze the impactImpact-

onon the environment and the cul-

ture
cul-

ture
culcul-¬-

ture of the Native people ".
It also suggests that ArcticArctic-

research
Arctic-

researchresearch should play a part Jinin-

developingdevelopmgdeveloping a comprehensIVe Arc-

tic
Arc-

tic
Arc-Arc-

tic policypolley for the federal govern-

ment
governgovern-¬.-

ment , and refers to such speci-
fic

speci-

for

specI-
fic

speci-speci--
fic objectIVes as developmgdeveloping waysways-

for
ways-

forfor detdealing with 011ad011spillsadspillsspills andand-

other
and-

otherother lwlwihazards associated wIthwIthre<i> u rere-

source
re-re.-

source developndevelopment .

Finally ,. the bill invitesmVltes com-

ments

comcom-.-

nentsments from all parties concern .

ed ,. including state and local go-

vernments
go-gogo-

vernments
--

vernments..

It is unfortunate that this secsecsec-
tion

¬'
tion ofof. the Lands Bill has receiv-

ed
receivreceiv-receiv-

ed
-¬-

ed too100 little attention among thethe-

general
the-

generalgeneral Alaska public: , for itit-

could
it-

couldcould , if taken seriously by thethe-

administration
the-

administrationadministration , help to ppreventpventpreven-
tor

ventvent-

oror solve man/manmanymanymanyofmanof/ off the seriseriousus pro-

blems
propro-pro-

blems
-¬-

blems which onoil and gagadgaddevelopdevelop-
ment

developdevelop-develop-
ment

-¬-

ment wwilll1 bring to the ArcticArctic-

and
Arctic-

andand its people .

An extensive program of lei-

entific
sct-

entific
scilei-leisct-sct¬-

entific researchsearcb , on a highly inin-

tense
in-in¬.-

tense scale , is absolutely neces-

sary
necesneces-neces-

sary
-¬-

sary in order for technology toto-

catch
to-

catchcatch upupwithwith the massive induIndus-

trialization
indus--indusIndus-indust-

rialization
-: -

trialization which tbreatensthreatens toto-

bnpact
to-

impactimpactbnpact the Arctic and its seas.,.

Industry , theUw'federalUwfederaltheifederal' federal govern-

ment
governgovern-governovem-

men
ovem-ovem¬-

menment!,, aaridd to10 a lesserksskssrr extentextent thethe-

state
the-

statestate government , are movingmoving-

massive

moving-

massivemassive mechariicalmechanicalecharucal forces intomtointo-

the
mto-

thethe Arctic without understand-
mg

understand-
ing

understandunderstand- ¬-

ingmg the true natunature of the Arc-

tiC'S

Arc-

tic's
ArcArc-¬-

tic'stics' natural forces , or what ef-

fect
ef-

fect
efef-¬-

fect those forces may have uponupon-

the
upon-

thethe entire northern hemisphere .,

But our first worry ,. ofof-

course
of-

coursecourse , is what effect Industrial-

actIVity

industrialindustrial-

activityactivityactIVitywillwill have upon land andand-

manne
and-

marinemarinemanne animalsanunals ,. birds aridabdahd otherother-

game
other-

gamegame ,. andanduponupon the peoplepeople-

themselves
people-

themselvesthemselves Part of the answeranswer-

hes
answer-

tieslieshesties inm sciencesc.encescence. and technology ,.

but only part ..

In order to have real meaningmeanmg .,
andandaccomphshandaccomplishaccomplishaccomphsh a long-ranglongranglong-rangerangelongrange-
good

longrange-
good

--

good ,. the scientists and techni-

cians
technitechnltechni-¬'-

ciansclans must understand that whenwhen-

we
when-

wewe talk about preservingpreservmg ""Nallve-

culture
"NativeNative"NallveNallve"Native-

cultureculture " we are talkingtalkmg aboutabout-

preserving

about-

preservmgpreservingpreservmg people'speoples' ability to hve-

prodUClve
livehvelive-

productiveprodUC\lveprodUClveproductive\ lives . They must unun-

derstand
un-un.-

derstand that ""cultureculture " meansmeans-

our
means-

ouroutour economy ,. out spiritualsplrllual val-

ues
valval-¬.-

ues , our self esteem - and morc-

Those
moremorcmore-

ThoseThose are the thingsthmgs we fear areare-

threatened
are-

threatenedthreatened by oil011ad developmentdevelopment-
not

,.

not justlust our socialsclclal habits ,. our

way of dressing or our traditIOn-traditIOntradumrntraditIOn-
al

tradumrn-
at

-

alat entertainmentsentertainments- _-
entertainmentsSo
So the North Slope BoroughBoroughI-

SuIS answeringanswertng the government'sgovernmentsgovernment's-
invitation

government's-
invitation

'
invitation to respond to thethe-

Lands
the-

LandsLands BiDBillBillandand its references toto-

Antu
to-

ArcticArcticAntu: ; research . Part ofofourour rere-

sponse
re-

sponse
re-re¬-

sponse consists ofofrecommendarecommenda-
tions

recommenda-
tions

recommendarecommenda- ¬-

tions submitted at our requestrequest-

by
request-

byby the Science Advisory Com-

mitteeof
ComCom-¬.-

mitteem.tteemtteemitteeof. ,of the AEWC ,. a groupgroup-

comprised
group-

comprisedcomprised mostly ofofSCientIStsSCientISts-

frol111lte

scientistsscientists-

fromfromfrol111ltethe UniversityUniversityofof Alaska..
This group is recommendrecommendingrecotnntendmgmg '.

that the government do muchmuch-

more
much-

moremore than merely reactivatereactivate-
NARL

reactivate-
NARLNARL . It suggests thetbe forma-

tion
formaforma-'-

tiotion, ofoJofaoJa.i'J.fIcdgediaa.i'J.fIcdgedaiJ.fIcdgedaiJfIcdged.!'full-fledgedfullfledged!--. .AA.Arctic NNa-

tio
Na-NaNa-

tion
--

tiotiontionaTna-TnaT-TResearchResearch Laboratory , weD-

funded
wellweDwell-

fundedfunded , to be managed-managedmanagedby- by thethe-

National
the-

NationalNational Science FoundationFoundation-
with

Foundation-
withwith strong gUidance from aaNa-
nonal

aNa-aNaNa-

tional
Na-Na-

nonaltional Arctic ScIence Board .

The boardboard'sboards's membershipmembership-
would

membership-
wouldwould be drawn from local ,. slatestalestatestale-

and
state-

andand federal government ,. indus-

try
indusindus-indus-

try
-¬-

try and the scientificscienllfscienllfcc commun-
Ity

commun-
ity

communcommun-¬-

ity It would operate under aa-

"clear

a-

"clear""clearclear mandate from the federalfederal-

and

federal-

andand state governments "" to coor-

dinate
coor-

dmate
coorcoor-¬-

dinatedmate and promote scientificsclent.ficsclentfic. rere-

search
re-re¬-

search in the Arctic , exchangeexchange-

information
exchange-

inforrnalloninformationinforrnallon with other mteiinterest-

ed
mterest-

ed
mterest-mterestinterest-interest-

ed nallonsnations , and dlStnbutedistribute ItsIts-

fmdmgs

its-

findingsfindingsfmdmgs inm a manner which cancan-

be

can-

bebe understood by the generalgeneral-

pubhc
general-

publicpublic-

cond
publicpubhc
pubhcThepublicThe

The secondcond part of the Bor-

ough's
Bor-

ponse
Bor-Bor-.

ough'soughs' responseponse is an attempta\lempttoalempttoalempttos-
tress

\ toto-

stressstress the importanceII11portance of the ho-

man
huhu-

man
ho-hohu-hu¬-

man values whichwh.chwhch. will be .im.mmim-

pacted
im-im¬.-

pactedpacled by Arctic developmentdevelopment-
Wh

development-
WhileWhWhilee the law makes reference toto-

"Native

to-

"Native""NativeNative culturecullure-cullureculluresuch"- ,. suchsuchreferenreferen-

ces
referen-

ces
referenreferen-¬-

ces too often make theIhe wordswords-

sound
words-

soundsound likehke justlust anotheranolher Hemitem on aa-

hst

a-

listhstlist ., alongalongwithwith ice ., snow ., water .,

tundra ,. wind andandcurrentscurrents .

In our response we are em .

phasizphasizingng thaithat the NorthNorlh SlopeSlope-

commumty
Slope-

communitycommunitycommumty is just as real andandJ-

USI
and-

justjustJUSI as valuable as any otherlher A-

merican
A-

merican
A-

merican
A-A-

merican community inIIIm NewNew-

York
New-

YorkYorkYorkoror Nebraska or I1IcxaseXiSexas AndAnd-

we
And-

wewe are emphasemphasizingemphasbing71ng that we wantwdnlwant-

to
wdnl-

toloto take part inm 1)10110tIlethe) sciencesc.enuscenu. rere-

search
re-

search
re-re¬-

search programprogrdm and inm theIhe plan-

ie

plan-

ning
plan-

nmg
plan-plan-

nmgning of resource developmendevelopment. ! InIn-

our
in-

ourour homeland .

The fact Ihatthat weie even need toto-

mention
..

menIJonmention .It. ..is.. .an. . indicationmdlcallun ofof-

JUst

of-

just
of-

lustjustlust how urgently we needneed-needto- toto-

work
to-

workwork 10to make the ArcIJcArctic resear-

ch
resear-

ch
resear-resear -

ch program a workmgworking reality '

Senator Frank MurkowskiMurkowsk.LMurkowskLMurkowskr., hashdshas-

just

hds-

Justjust introducedIDtroduL-edIDtroduLedintroduced
"' - a bill ,. cospon-

sored
co-sponcosponcospon-cospon-- ¬.-

Ssoredred by Senators ElevensStevenstevens andand-

Jackson
and-

JacksonJackson ,. lo10to fundfundanan ArcticArcllc rere-

search
re-

search
re-re¬-

search program whichwhichwouldwould be

guided by a RcscdrchResearch CounJCouncilCouncil-

consisting
.: '

cOconsistingSlstmg of the SccrclancsSecretaries {IfofIf-

Inenor
of-

InteriorInenorInterior! . Energy and ConlL1lerceComptcrceConlL1lerce-

We

Comptcrce-
WeWe behevebelieve the broader spon-

sorship

spon-sponspon1-

.
1-

sorslllp
1-1-

sorslupsorslllpsorship susuggestedcsled by our ScienceSClenLcScience-

Advisory

,

Advisory "Committeel"onlll1llleClonlll1llleC would "hehe-

more

he-

more

" "

more cllectrvcellectlVeetlectrve with mcmhmcnrhers-

drawn
memlllrsmcnrhersmemlllrs-

drdwn

<:

drdwndrawnawn Ironlromfront) stalestate and localIOCdl !gigo-

vernment
jll-jllgo-gojllv-

ernmen
--

.rnmcnlrnmcnlvernmenvernment. . ! and troniIromfrom theIhe SCscience-

community
stricncscienceeOL'1eOL1'!.vunimunilycommul1llycommunity itself - butbUI Senalor-

Murkowskl's
SenatorSenalorSenator-

Murkowski'sMurknwski'sMurknwskisMurkowskl'sMurkowsklsMurkowski'sMurkowskis' billhill is15 a strongstrong-

move
strong-

movemove towardlowdrd llicIhcthe kindkmd ofor prn-

gram
pro-

urgenl

pro-proprn-prnpro-
gram

--

gram we nL'CdnLCdneednL'Cd-

I

need-

the 'Ithehe needneed1m1mfor Ihethe program 15rs1-

5urgent

rs-

urgenturgenlurgent . anddnd we ofor ilieIhethe NorthNorth-

Slope
North-

SlopeSlope Borough urge other NatIVe-

organizatIOns
NativeNative-

organizationsorganizations ,. groups and indivi-

duals
indivimdlVl-mdlVlindivi-mdlVl-

duals
-¬-

duals to inI11dkemake' Illelttheir opinionsopinions-
known

opinions-
knownknown 'lo'nnto our 'congrtamgres...nre.nalnre.nalnrenal! .tonal. dele-

gation
dele-deledele-

gation
--

gallongation


