Arctic research a necessity for cultural survival

- By JACOB ADAMS
North Slope Barough Mayor

The. famous “Alaska Lands
Bill” (Public' Law 96487) is a
very lengthy and very. complex
piece of legislation. Among its
many provisions is one entitled
“Arctic Research Study,” which
“the general Alaskan public is
hardly - aware of, - but - which
could be of tremendous impor-
tance to the people of Alaska’s
north and west coasts, and es-
pecially to the residents of the
North Slope.

This section supuhlu that

the Secretary of the Interior, to-
géther with . the Secretaries of
Defense and Energy, shall carry
out an extensive study of “the
mission, facilities and admini-
stration” of the Naval Arctic Re-
search Laboratory (NARL) at
Point Barrow. It contains over
a dozen paragraphs, but in sum-
mary it calls for a study of how
NARL operated,  what it ac-
complished, and how it might be
reorganized and operated in or-
der to expedite resource deve-
lopment in the arctic.
- As usual, of course, the le-
gislation states that — or suggests
that — development in the Arc-
tic must “minimize the impact
on the environment and the cul-
ture of the Native people.™

It also suggests that Arctic
research should play a part in
developing a comprehensive Arc-
tic policy for the federal govern-
mem nnd refers 1o such speci-

ed, mcludmg slale and local go-
vernments.

It is unfortunate that this sec-
tion of_the Lands Bill has receiv-
ed too little ion among the

‘way of dressing or our tradition-
al entertainments. .
So the North Slope Bomugh

is answering the government’s

general Alaska  public, for it
could, if taken seriously by the
administration, help to prevent
or solve many of the serious pro-
blems which oil and gas develop-
ment will ‘bring to the Arctic
and its people.

An extensive program of sci-
entific research, on a highly in-
tense scale, is absolutely neces-
sary in order for technology ‘to
catch up with the massive indus-
trialization which threatens -to
impact the Arctic and its seas.

Industry, the’federal govern-
ment, and fo alesser extent the
state government, are moving
massive - mechanical forces into
the Arctic without understand-
ing the true nature of the Arc-
tic's natural forces, or what ef-
fect those forces may have upon
the entire northemn hemisphere.

But our first worry, of
course, is what effect industrial
activity will have upon land and
marine animals, birds and other
game, and upon the people
themselves. Part of the answer
lies in science and technology,
but only part.

In order to have real meaning,
and accomplish a long-range
good, the scientists and techni-
cians most understand that when
we tatk about preserving *‘Native
culture”™ we are talking about
preservmg people’s ability to live

i! g ways
for dealmg with oil spLIls and
other hazards associated with re-
source development.

Finally, the bill invites com-
ments from all parties concern-

lives. They must un-

demand that “culture” means

our economy, out spiritual val-

ues, our self esteem — and more.

Those are lhe things we fear are
d by oil devel

not just our sdual hablls. our

to respond to the
Lands Bill and its ref 0

phasizing that the North Slope
community is just as real and
just as valuable as any other A-
merican community in  New
York or Nebraska or Texas. And

Arctic research. Part of our re-
sponse consists of recommenda-
tions ‘submitted. at our request
by the Science Advisory Com-
mittee . of -the AEWC, a group
comprised: mostly of scientists
from the University of Alaska.
This group is recommending.
that the government do much
more than merely reactivate
NARL. It-suggests the forma-
tion of a full-fledged Arctic Na-
tional Research Laboratory, well
funded, to be managed by lhe
National = Science F

we are that we want
to take part in the science re-
search program and in the plan-
ning of resource development in
our homeland.

The fact that we even need to.
mention it is an indication of
just how urgently we need to
work to make the Arctic resear-
ch program a working reality:

Senator Frank Murkowski has
just_introduced a bill, co-spon-
sored by Senators Stevens and
Jackson. to fund an Arctic re-
search program which would be

guided by a Rescarch Council
consisting of the Secretaries of
Interior. Energy and Commeree.

We believe the broader spon-
sorship suggested by our Science
Advisury Commitiee would be
more effective — with members
drawn from state and local go-
vernment and from the science
community itself - but Senator
Murkowski’s bill ‘is a strong
move toward the kind of pro-
gram we need.

Lhe need for the program is
urgent. and we of the North
Slope Borough urge other Native
organizations, groups and indivi-
duals 1o make their opinions
known to our congressional dele-
gation.

with strong guidance from a Na-
tional Arctic Science Board.

The board’s membership
would be drawn from local, state
and federal government, indus-
try and the scientific commun-
ity. It would operate under a
“clear mandate from the federal
and state governments” to coor-
dinate and promote scientific re-
search in the Arctic, exchange
information with other interest-
ed nations, and distribute its
findings in a manner which can
be understood by the general
public.

The second part of the Bor-
ough’s response is an attempt to
stress the importance of the hu-
man values which will be-im-
pacted by Arctic development.
While the law makes reference to
*“Native culture”, such referen-
ces too often make the words
sound like just another item on a
list, along with ice, snow, water,
tundra, wind and currents.

in our response we are em-




