
'Government'Government suit seeks OCS test data
.
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U.SUS. . attorneys arareareareaskingasking aa-

federa1
a-

federalfederalfedera1federa1courtfederalcourtcourt to force an Anch-
orage

AnchAnch-¬.-
orage firm'sfirms' rreleaselease of geophys-
ica

geophysi-
cal

geophysigeophysi-¬-

cacal[ data required byby Outer Con-

tinental
ConCon-¬.-

tinentaltmental ShelfShelfregulationsregulations .

The company ., GeophysicalGeophysical-
Corporation

Geophysical-
CorporationCorporation of Alaska , was isis-

sued
is-

sued
is-is¬-

sued permits to explore the St .

George Basin in thetle! Bering Sea ,,
the Kodiak Shelf in the Gulf ofof-
Alaska

of-

AlaskaAlaskaAlaska and inin'theinthe"' the BeauBeaufortfort Sea ,.
the government claims .

Under OCS exploration per ¬,.

mit regulationsreguldtions , the U.SUS. . Geo-
logIcal

Geo-
logical

GeoGeo-¬-

logical Survey canan require anyany-

company
any-

companycompany issued an OOCSS permit
.., .to ,. ,relcareleasee ttoto' the ,., federal, govern--governgovern4ligovern---; -- - - ' - - - -

ment data collected under thosethose-

permits
those-

permitspermits . Such data may con-

tain
con-

tain
concon-¬-

tain the location oof subsur-

face
subsur-

face
subsursubsur-¬-

face , offshoreoffshoeoffshore! oiloilandand gasgas"' dede-

posits
de-

posits
de-de¬-

posits .

Government attornies , in aa-

complaint

a-

complaintcomplaint filedfile'd' last week inin-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorage federal court , con-

t

con-

tend'the
concon-¬-

ttendtend'thetendthend ''thethe firm has failed to pro-

vide
pro-

vide
pro-

vie

pro-pro-

vievide
,

data requested under thethe-

regulations
the-

regulationsregulations ..

The comcompanypany unsuccessfullyunsuccessfully-
challenged

unsuccessfully-
challengedchallenged the regularegulationspons inin-

197F11978197F1 , binbut did not appeal the adad-

versevuling
ad-

versoruhng
ad-ad-.

'versversoruhngversevuling",ulu g ...'The'The federal governmentgovernme1t! con-

tends
con-

tends
con-conconrcon-con-;-

tends the corporation'scorporations' refusalrefusal-

toto submit the requestedreqested", mform-
a.9nlvll

informa-
tion

informa-informamfo\rma-mformainforma-informa\
-

{.!tion!..9nlvll9nlvll; viplatesUSGSviplatesUSGSregulations? ,, lJSlJSg-,!-ggregulations3Jh

,, and terms , of the cocompany's-
exploration

company'scompanysnpany'snpanysnpany's-
exploration

'
exploration permits .

OtOtherer oil industry officalsofficals-
have

officals-
havehave expressedexpressedconcernconcern about rere-

gulations
re-

gulations
re-re¬-

gulations requiring release of exex-

ploration
ex-

ploration
ex-ex¬-

ploration data .

Saying they feared for thethe-

confidentiality
the-

confidentialityconfidentiality of the informa-
tion

informa-
tion

informainforma-¬-

tion after ..ititit is turnedturneg over to aa-

government
a-

governmentgovernment agency , ttwoo other-
oil

other-
oil

other
oil companies last month sued-

the
sued-

the
sued

the statestate , challenging similar rere-

gulations
re-

gulations
re-re¬-

gulations
, .

"

, .
Those companiesxcompanies," ChevionChevlOnChevion-

US.A
ChevlOn-

U.s.AUJ5.AUJ5AU.s.AUs.AUsA. . . and Marathon Oil011 Co ..,.

claimclaimjheclaim--theclaimtheclaim.theclaimthestate--jhejhe.thestate--.t-
he

.t-

he

--. -.-statestate.state regulations areare-

beyond
are-

beyondbeyond the scope of the Depart '"
ment ,otof Naturalatural Resources au-auau-

tl12

au-au-

: tl12tl12ii, y ", . 1W', 11> Ui J' _


