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By Walter L. Hays
For tha Tundrs Timaes
Alaska Children's Services,
Inc. (ACS), the state's. largest
private child and family ser-
vice agency, will establish a cul-
tural awareness project 1o
" serve the needs of Alaska Na-

Esther M. Combs, Deputy
Director for Programs st Cook
Inlet Mative Associstion and
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ter, will serve as the consult-
ant and professional evaluator

for this pilot program.

“ACS is committed to de-
velop & model program to serve
the needs of minority children
in institutional care. To the
best of my knowledge this will
be the only program of iis
kind among Native American
children in private institutional
care in the enmtire western
region of the nation.”

Thomas H. Dahl, Anchorage
attorney and President of the
ACS board of directors, said
that the pilot project was being
funded primarily by grants
from the Public Welfare Foun-
dation of Washington DC.
($25000) and the Women's
Division of the Board of Global
Ministries of the United Meth-
odist Church ($20 ,000).

The United Methodist grant

way from the 1981 “Call 1o

Prayer And Self Denial™ offer-
ing of United Methodist Wo-
men. Each year United Metho-
dist Women mise about
$1,000,000 in this offering for
some 60 to 100 foreign and
domestic projects.

The focus of the 1981 offer-
ing was to assist projects serv-
ing children in the area of ad-
vocacy and ministry, ACS
received the largest of the
seventeen domestic grants for
OUr new program.

A state-wide search is being
conducted by ACS to secure a
director for the project. Dr.
John C. Garvin, ACS Execu-
tive Director, said "“We are
looking for a person familiar
with Alaska Native Cultures

A bachelor's degree and/or
experience in residential child
care or work with an ANSCA

profit or non-profit corpomn-

.- (Continued on Page Four)

PHOTO BY MERRILL E. GRUBE
Julie, age 11, (1), Dick Lynch, director of The Jesse Lee Home, the residential treat-
ment center related to ACS (C), review a lesson in beadwork from Pearl Goodhope.
Visits to ACS projects by resource persons in the broad area of Alaska Native Cultures
(games, arts/crafts, dance, history and story-telling) are an important part of the
cultural awareness project.

o P iy M s o .- HIOTO BY WALB HAYS
Rosita Worl, Alaskan Anthropologist (1), Thomas H. Dahl, President of the Alaska
Children:s Services (ACS) board of directors, and Esther Combs, Deputy Director of
Programs of CINA and ACS board member, discuss plans for the new cultural aware-
ness project at ACS. A



Cultural awareness program for children

(Continued from Page Three)
tion would be helpful. Persons
nterested in this position

dren's Services, 1200 East 27th
Ave. Anchorage, Ak. 99504

for an application packet o
call Thomas Gunderson, Di-

should write to Alaska Chil-

rector of Clinical and Program
Services at (907) 2764515,

Founded in 1970, ACS s a
joint project of American Bap-
tist, American Lutheran and
United Methodist Churches. In
1981 ACS became an affiliate
of the National Benevolent As-
sociation, the Division of So-
cial and Health Services of The
Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ).

ACS is licensed to serve 90
children through three emer-
gency shelters, four communi-
ty-based group homes, and a
residential treatment center
and school (The Jesse Lee
Home).

The three programs provide
both short-term and “crisis-
care” and longer term treat-
ment for children and young
people with moderate to severe

emotional and behavior prob.
lems. ;

ACS 8 a member of the
United Way of Anchorage and
the only agency in Alaska to
have earned full membership in
the Child Welfare League of
America, the recognized stan-
dard setting and accrediting
body for child serving institu-
tions in the United States and
Canada.



