Interior withdraws land

Secretary of the Interior. Cecil Andrus, fast week exer-

cised his authority under

Scection

204¢ of the Federal

Land Policy and Management Act to withdraw tor three
years all lands in Alaska which may have been under con-

sideration for mchusion in d-2 fegislation

Andrus’ action

encompasses the composite boundaries ot all the various
d-2 proposals. including the Admimistration’s recomimen-
dations, 11.R. 39, the Senate Commuttee version of TER

39, and some other fands.

This action by Secretan And

s does poel precay U0 on-
going process ot establishing pro-
Alaska Natonal In-
terest Land; which will be com-
pleted betore current withdra-

tection for

wals expire December 17, nor
does it
of the State settlement offer

foreclose consideration

Following close of the com-
ment period and finalization of

the dvatt cnviponniental
ment to the
mental umpact statement Secre
tary “Andrus sad he and Pres
dent Jimmy Carter will decide
among  several  authornties tor
permanent protection including
the  Antiquities Act and  other
sections ot the PFederal Land
Policy and Management Act

“This action is aimed at pro
tecting the integnty of Alaska
lands and is in both the Natio
nal Interest and the state’s in-
terest because 1t assures  that
there will be no questionuable
mmmg  damms or other
plications regarding  this
until final decisions are made.”
Andrus said

The  Carter  Adminstration
has proposed conservation areas

wapple
1974 finad convion

com

land

in Alaska totaling 92,5 nul-
lion acres.  Legislation  passed

by the House of Representatives
in May covered 122 million acres
including the National Petro-
leum Reserve. Legislation repor-
ted by the Senate Energy and
Natural  Resources Committee,
but never acted on by the Sen-
ate, covered about 96 million
The draft supplement boundar-
les are 4 composite of all three
approaches, excluding the petro-
leum reserve. for a total of 99.6
million acres.

The Secretary noted, also.
that the Administration is con-
sidering the State’s offer of a
negotiated settlement  of  dis-
putes over State land convey-
ances,  but  no  decision  has
been made

Last week State officials of-
fered to “defer™ action for one
year on 4 lawsuit challenging the
protection process which the De
partment has put in motion. In
return, the State asked the De
partment to agree not to use An
tiquities  Act
laska lands

protection tor A



