
State officials backback-
North

back-
NorthNorth Slope villages

A hearinghearmg has been setsel forfor-

Friday
for-

FridayFriday in one of the two courtcourt-

suits
court-

suitssuits brought by North SlopeSlope-

Nalives

Slope-

NativesNativesNalives over an Exxon drillingdrilling-

pad

drilling-

padpad on Duck Island in the BeauBeau-Beau-

fort
Beau-

fort

¬-

fort Sea . The villages of Kakto-KaktoKakto-

vik

Kakto-

vlk

Kakto-

vik

-

vikvlk and Nuiqsut , thetJle City ofof-

Barrow

of-

BarrowBarrow , and two individual EsEs-EsEs-

kUl10s

Es-

kinmos

¬-

kimoskUl10skinmos have sued in both FederalFederal-

and

Federal-

andand State courtcourl to halt drillingdnllmgdnllmgI-

II1

drilling-

tilltillIII1 all questionsquesllOns regarding subsub-sub-

sistence

sub-

sistence

¬-

sistence have been airedailed and propro-pro-

per

pro-

per

¬-

per procedures and hearings obob-oboh-ohob-

l
oh-

se

¬-

served\llse\' rVtrued' J
servedInruedlit

In111lit a,I bi/arrebiarrebl/JlleblJllehi/arrehi/ turn olulof eventsevent ,.

. the State olof AlaskaAlas"JAlasJ" tindsfllldsfends ilsellII\elfIIelfitself\

supportingsupportmg the Natives in oneone-

SUit

one-

suitsuit , and Opposingpposing themtherm in anan-anan-

other
an-

other
¬-

other.. DifferentDifferenl departmentsdepartmenls ofof-

Ihe

of-

thetheIhe statestale government are involmvol-mvolinvol-mvol-

ved

invol-

ved

¬-

ved .

The Friday hearingheanng is in111 FeFe-FeFe-

deral

Fe-

deral

¬-

deral court.. In this casease , theIheIhe-

Nalives
the-

NativesNativesNalives are suing Exxon , and theIheIhe-

Corps
the-

CorpsCorps of Engineers , chargingchargIng-

thai
charging-

thatthatthai the permitpemlitpennit was issued byby-

Ihe

by-

thetheIhe Corps of Engineers withoutwllhoulwllhoul-

an

without-

anan EnvironmentalFnvllo\1menlalFnvllo1menlalFnvtromnental\ Impact StateSiale-SialeState-Siale-

ment
State-

rnent

¬-

mentrnent The regulations requirerequllerequlle-
the

require-
thethe I-IIISI'ISi -' IS beforebdure anya/1Ya1Y/ permitpermJl isris-

givengivengl Vl' nn-

I
givenI

I1 he StaleStJILState' Department ol01of IIIIn-n-'

vironmentalvllonmentalvironnmental ConservationConservallOn has isIis-isis-

sued

¬-

sued a statement supportingsupporlll1g thethe-

Natives
the-

NativesNatives in111 thisIllIS case . ErnstEmst MuelMuel-Muel-

ler

Muel-

ler

¬-

ler , Commissioner olof the DepartDeparlDeparl-

ment
Depart-

mentment of EnvironmentalEnvlronmenlal ConserConser-Conser-

vatIOn

Conser-

vation

¬-

vation , has said in111i n an affidavitallaffidavit-

that
dJvltdJvlt-

thaithatthai the Corps of EngineersIngll1eers: has11Jhas-

violatedviolated provisionsprovlSlom of the federalfederal-
Waler

federal-
WaterWaterWaler PollutionPollullon Control Act byhyhy-

not
by-

notnot requiringrequinng a certificationcerllteatlOncerlltcertification-
from

eatlOneatlOn-

fromfrom ExxonI'xxonIxxonI ' xxon that the activityJLlIVJlyJLlIVJly-

lI1ecl

activity-
nmectsmeetsnmectslI1ecl stateslale water qualityqllJlttyqllJltty.111stan\\.111-.111stan-stan-

dards
\ \ .1-

11dJJh

. ¬-

dardsdJJh(dardsliedJJhIll
lieIll' saidJlt! the Corps'urpurp(' ,> of IInglngimgtmg-

tSee( SeeSI'ISII'' NORTHNOHTH SLOPE ,. PagePag!' 4)44 )



. NorthNortlt slopeslopeII ,

( ContinuedOontinued from Page 1)11)-

neers

1)-

neers

)

neers has consistently ignoredignored-

state
ignored-

statestate standards andandregulationsregulationsregulations-

inin issuing their permits .

Mueller said that if the CorpsCorps-

had
Corps-

hadhad complied with the requirerequire-require-

ment
require-

ment

¬-

ment for certification underunder-

state
under-

statestate standards , the state wouldwould-

have

would-

havehave issued public notice andandand-

"the

and-

"the"thethe" people could have askedasked-

for
asked-

forfor a public hearing , and allall-

these

all-

thesethese issues could have beenbeen-

disposed
been-

disposeddisposed of early on ."

While the State supported thethe-

Natives
the-

NativesNatives in this case , it becamebecame-

the

became-

thethe defendant in the other suitsuit-

brought

suit-

broughtbrought by the Natives ., In thisthis-

case

this-

casecase , the State of Alaska , specifispecifi- ¬-

cally the Commissioner of NatuNa.tuNatu-Natu-

ral

. ¬.-
ral Resources Robert LaRescheLaResche ,

has been charged with failurefailure-

toto hold hearings , and with failfail-fail-

ing

fail-

ing

¬-

ing to consider the effect of thethe-

drilling
the-

drillingdrilling on marine mammals andand-

other
and-

otherother species important to thethe-

subsistence
the-

subsistencesubsistence lifestyle of the NaNa-Na-

tives

¬.-
tives .

Natives in the two cases areare-

represented
are-

representedrepresented by Alaska Legal SerSer-Ser-

vices

Ser-

vices

¬-

vices attorney Donald Clocksih ,

who took issue with stories prinprin-prin-

ted
prin-

ted
¬-

ted earlier in the press which inin-inin-

dicated
in-

dicated
¬-

dicated there was some sort ofof-

ground
of-

groundground swell of resistenceresiste.nce. toto-

oil

to-

oiloil exploration by Natives . ThisThis-

is

This-

isis not the case , he said .

"II" think it is important toto-

point
to-

pointpoint outuut that we are not justjust-

trying
just-

tryingtrying to stop the drilling , butbut-

to
but-

toto delay it till our clientscJients areare-

heard
are-

heardheard from . We'reWere' trying to say,
'StopStop' . Look at it . Talk to ourour-

clients
our-

clientsclients till they can be convinconvin-convin-

ced
convin-

ced
¬-

ced that it can be done safely ,,'' "
said Clocksin .


