Operators: Gambling law
would hurt nonprofits
Competition to cut bingo profits

by Soren Wuerth
fisr tbe Tunddra Thiees

The proposed  ballot anitative
legalizing gambling in Alaska spelis
o luck o non-profit organizations
recewving money from bingo halls und
pull-tab aperations, according o
distributors, operitors amd  lieense
holders of the industry.

“ Anyhody 1o the charimble gaming
medustry will be agminst legalized
gumbling,”” sand Mark Grilten,
manager of Alasks Bingo Supply. the
stie s Inrgest dhstributor. 1 will have
o detrimental effect on Alaska ™

Under state law, owners of bingo
and pull-tab operations must give a
mintmum of 15 percemt 10 the non-
prosfit growps which hold their permis

Competition from casinos and bary
with slot mochines and video gambl
g games will redoce the mamber of
F‘Hﬁl-tilh and bingo players, Griffen
sind

“"How in the world can they com-
pete with stot machines” My wale,
who operates o ingo  hall, mude
SRS, 000 Tor her oon-profit organiza:
tio,”" he suid *"Well, her organizs-
tion could Kiss therr money goodbye
of there was a casino i town, ™

Bethel reaction. . .
—Page Five

Ballow measure No. 2, which voters
will decide Tuesday, would create b
state gambling ‘board. The board
would only issue a license 1o
establishments  that hold  Dguor
Hoenses,

In 1989, non-profits earoed $9.1
million in net {:rm'l:l:'d.'- from hingo
halls and pull-tab operations, or aboul
7.9 percent of the gross income of the
operators ucconding 1o the charitable

conlinuad on pRgn Tive



e Charities say they fear effects of initiative

pepriinuadd frorn page one
paming report lor that year. Pull tabs
accounted for ubout two-thirds of the
gross return, which currently stands
at aboul $125 million, sald Randall
Bumns, the director ol the state’s Divi
ston of Occupational Licensing

He waid charity organizitions are not
muking enough money under the pre-
sent system and his department hos
been trymg o reform the gaming
regulations 1o give permit-holders a
higher rate of return.

Nancy Schectz-Frevmiller, the ex
eculive director of Abused Women's
Aad in Crisiy, satd ghe s scared of Tos
ing the muoney her permit generates

s real small, about § percent of
oane (ot budget, but without it we
wirahil haave 1o cul progreams and stall
I's o really critwal piece of our
budget,” she sanl

Lucky Strike Bingo, which has four
nonprofit Native groups as it hoense
holders — the Aleution-Pribilol Island
Association, the Kodiak Arca Native
Association, the Alaska Native Health
Board and the Aleutian Housing

Authority — will be " wiped-out™ by
castoo and stot machine competition,
sid business manager Ron Robinson

1 hope like crazy the initintive
doesn’t pass,”" he sild. “IF ivdoes, 'm
going (o hove o look for & new line
of work ™"

Proceeds from Lucky Strike — the
state’s largest commercial bingo hall,
according o Robinson — have gone
o funding emergencies, funcrals and
holiday food baskets for rural Native
Alaskans in the Aleutians, said the
Aleution-Pribilof Island Association’s
Drirector Dimitri Philemonof

“"We're quite proud of pur opera-
tion, " said Philemonof, **1 guaraniee
we are about as loir as we can be.”

In rural Aluska, bingo s a social
event where alcohol s prohibited
under stute law, Burms said. 1T the
gambling initiative  passes,  rural
villages could choose to incorporale
gambling with § percent of the vote
under the provisions of the proposed
law.

"It maght bring added pressure (o
pet gambling halls in rural com-

« At -might

bring added pressure to

‘get gambling halls in rural com-
munities, but that's speculation.’

—Randall Bumns

munities, it that's  speculatiom, ™’
Burns saud

In 1989 there were 1042 giming
permits issued by the Department of
Commerce and Economic Develop
ment and 15 licenses were given o
full-time operators

The village councils i Aledtian
communities run the hingo  halls,
Philemonof sl Revenue from the
hialls 15 redistributed in the Torm of cul-
lege scholarships, trunsportation and
other services, he sald.

Smill bingo and pull-tab operafions
“don’t have the mopey 1o get more ex

pensive gumbling equipment. said Juy
Henmison, owner of Bingo Sams, a
bingo and poll-tab distrbutor.

A ot of money they make sn’y
reported, but it s vital income 1o the
connmunity,” " he sd

Another convern s regulating
gurnbling operations i rural com
munities, Linlfin saxl

The way 1 ook at i, as thiae 110 wall
turm into a mightmare statewide.”" he
dhd. There are 70 1o 82 remote hwa
tons and there would be o rules, no
regulations, no enforcement it's
sCary.



