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President George Bush signed into
law enrlier this month legislation
creating the Joint Federal-State Com-
mission on Policies and Programs Af-
fecting Alaska Natives.

“This new law represents an oppor-
tunity for Alaskn Natives to further
redefline their relationships with the
fedderal and state government and forge
o new partnership o sddress Alnska
Native necds,”” sawd Julic Kitkn,
Alaska Mittives
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Last year, AFN published a repon
summanzing available data on the cur-
rent status of Alaska Natives, The
AFN report was an attempt to alen
federal and state governments (o the
serious istorical sitwation in which
Natives now find themselves,

The AFN report summarized health,
social and economic data that describe
the current status of Alaska Matives
The data indicate thut, despile bm-
provements 11 health conditions,
educatonal opportunity . standards of

living and access to governmental ser-
vices, an increasing number of Natives
lace grave risks and declining
CLONOMIC i.vEpmunlliu.

In many Native villages, the rates
wf health und social problems — par
ticularly thirse engendered by alcohol
ihiise ure abnotmolly high and
many are accelerating. The segments
of the Native populition least capable
af protecting  themselves,  hotably
children umd young adulis. are most
at risk

Bush signs legistation creating Native panel

Three congressional hearings were
held on the conditions affecting Alaska
Natives both in Washington, [.C .
andd Alaska. The establishment of a
high level commission was AFN's
central recommendation.

“The formation of a high level
forum which includes Alaska Natives
s essentinl if the needs of Alpska
Native people are 1o be met in o way
that does not further erode our tradi
omal values, lifestyles, cultures umd
stittions, " Kitka sl



