
bush signs legilegislationstation creating native panel
president george bush signed into

law earlier this month legislation
creating the joint federal state com-
mission on policies and programs aff-
ecting alaska natives

this new law represents an oppor-
tunity for alaska natives to further
redefine their relationships with the
federal and state government and forge
a new partnership to address alaska
native needs said julie kitka
alaska federation of natives
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last year AFN published a report
summarizing available data on the cur-
rent status of alaska natives the
APNAFN report was an attempt to alert
federal and state governments to the
serious historical situation in which
natives now findrind themselves

the AFN report summarized health
social and economic data that describe
the current status of alaska natives
the data indicate that despite im-
provementsprove ments in health conditions
educational opportunity standards of

living and access to governmental ser-
vices an increasing number ofnativesofnatives
face grave risks and declining
economic opportunities

in many native villages the rates
of health and social problems par-
ticularlyticul arly those engendered by alcohol
abuse are abnormally high and
many are accelerating the segments
of the native population least capable
of protecting themselves notably
children and young adults are most
at risk

three congressional hearings were
held on the conditions affecting alaska
natives both in washington DC
and alaska the establishment of a
high level commission was AFNs
central recommendation

the formation of a high level
forum which includes alaska natives
is essential if the needs of alaska
native people are to be met inin a way
that does not further erode our tradi-
tional values lifestyles cultures and
institutions kitka said


