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Worldwide public opinton abous
Fomtimg aed Teappang s burting Nanw
ite, but this tremd can be reversed
Fhis wWits one of the themes cmcrimg
front the Sinh Assembly. ol In
digenuus Survival Inmermational held i
Anchorage las week

Aboit 1M delepates wmd visiion
ginkhered on Wedpesday. the Tirst day
ul i thice-duy  sekaon, W discuss
strntegies lor profecting, subsistence
Dvelibonds and cotapanbde economin
development. More were expected 1o
weve Tromn oonoss Adonskn s weell as
Conada. Greenlond and the Sovio)
Limon

Hetrtme Muntingh, o member of the
ervironmental ¢cormmittee ol the Eur
pean Parluwment, opened the assembiy
with o foreceful keynote address
Blastinge Tree mmarket ecomnmmic sysiems
which permit intalerable environmen
il degradanion und place destructive
pressures on indigenos peoples. Free
ket cconones gre based on human
precd, Muntingh said, bnd must be
clrtiled

As Muntingh sees i1, the free market
sy stem responds s slowly o excess
ur ubuse that by the tme regulitory
action 1% taken, he harm has al reacly
heen done.

Dave Cline. vice-president ol ihe
Audubon Sociely, was ope of several
envitonmentalists scheduoled o speak
at the assembly. He prised indigenous
people the world over as leaders in
proatad -.Il:tl:lldhhljl ol the lund. He sadd
Audubon recognizes that subsistence
1% the cornerstone of  indigenouy

i

ohoet By Bavtbera Cranes

Stanton Katchatag of Unalaklesr listens 1o diseussion at the 151 messing

Chine explaned that Andubon does
nil focus so much on animal rights as
on human responsibilines. He urged
i closer alluince between environmen
tal groups pnd Native people 10 reverse
the ““tragic tremds”” mow destroying the
planet

According to Cline, one ol the im
portant battlefields in the struggle i
a stronger environmental ethic 15 in the
cihies, where the rrrnm:r and the voles
are located, By modeling their awn
ethics and concerns, indigenous pei
Flc- can help urban dwellers, who have

weome so alienated from the land
"They haven't had their hands in the
dart. they baven'i had therr hamds o
hlood. They don't really understand
the natural Funcoons of our world,”

Cline said

Cline also addressed the simpact ol
the elephamt ivory issue on the Native
urts and crafts industry. He said there
are now two key problems. First, will
the ban on imponaton of elephant
wory simply shift pressure (o walrus
populations in the Arctic!

Second, will public concerns abou
t*h.r]'mrrl vory depress the market for

rus ivory carvings, jewelry gl
other artwaork”?

Cline saud the wvolvement of MNative
people 10 these insues s crucial 1o
achieving a more lasting and workable
wolution. He recommended thar 151
and other Malive groups, such as the
Alaskun Eskimo Walrs Commission,
wasume legdership in o comprehensive

public opinion hurts Natives

stritegy which  would include  the
totlowing elements

*An iternational walrus mgnoge
ment plin which  would sddress
Harvesting, habit protection, preven:
Lo ol et and othér issues

*A local walries wllivcation sysiem
stmnbar to the bowhemd harvesn gquoth
sy stem niow an plice

*Meaninglul Tocal partic |p.|1|n|| in
all levels of waltus management,
cluding allocotion, law enlorce rm.'rll.
reseiarch and education

sBeter lobeling of Eskimiy ivory
products to more clearly distinguish
them from elephant ivory products

1 would urge you, don’t wai for
the government,"” Cline saul Takmy
responsible mnitintives is the best was
0 counter neganve public perceptions
and protect Natrve lveliboods

Cline concluded by saying tha
Audubon would support amd assis
such efforts

“We stand ready 1w belp oinouny
reasonable way possible,”” suid Cling

Other  IS1 discussions  were
schedules on fur trapping, high sea
fisheries. reindeer herding, canboy
management  and  wild  fowl
management

Perbaps the mood of many par
nepants was best summed up by
Clarence Alexander, chiel of . an
Y ukon, who noted the lears ol many
indigenous people about the effect ol
global pollution and industriahizetion
on Nanve lands and ways

“Living off the land, that's what |
dov best. [nomiv country, we feel we're
i paradise. (Bt the podluton s com
ing tn, we can sce it with the fish: we
can see ion the antmals ™



