Education series seeks to bridge cultural gap

FAIRBANKS — Fred Young, a
teacher at a small Yupik high school
in Aluska, was convinced his senior
students ought to start preparing for
life after hiFh school.

In Young's mind, that meant going
10 tradle m‘ml, attending college or
joining the military. He began an in-
tensive effort to get his mu!mtnm:m
Iy o schools, knowing that hig
education could bring unities to
both his students and their community,

What Young hadn’t counted on wis
the beliel in the village that more
school — instead of broadening
horizons — might only serve 1o fur
ther distance the students from their
community undhtullur:.

A year after he began the project,
only three of Young's nine mﬂﬂ:n bl
tried college or tmde school, Young

way left wondenng if his goal was
unrealistic, if it was culturally inup-
propriate or il he had simply gone

about trying to achieve it in the wrong
wity.
Young's case, titled ‘"Cross-

Cultural Counseling: The Guidance
Project and the Reluctant Seniors,"” iy
the latest in o series of ““Teaching
Cases in Cross-Cultural Education”

edited by Dr. Judith Kleinfeld, u pro-
fessor of psychology at the Universi:
ty of Alnska Fairbanks,

While Y "5 and his community s
names have changed, his ex:
perience was real — and typical of
what many teachers face when they
venture into cross-cultural situations

“The purpose of these cases is to
ilen prospective teachers to unfamiliar
cultuml communication styles, values

und rules, " says Kleinfeld. “*One of
the ways in which human beings have
always learned from each other is
through the telling of storics. These
cases serve as ‘cautionary tales. ' "’

In Young's case, he first pressed the
msue of more education, directly
pressuring the students and  their
parents. Later in the year, he changed
course — inviting Yupik community
members o come to his clagsroom and
talk of their hopes for their children’s
futures. The second approach resulted
in & much more receptive audience.

“Teaching cases raise complicated
cthical and pedagogical issues,” says
Klemnfeld. “'By examining actusl pro-
blems, students are better able to deal
with situations they may face in the
classroom in careful and intelligent
ways, '

Kleinfeld is one of the first educators
in the country 1o use the case methoxd
o instruct prospeciive and practicing
teachers: The case method was
pionecred by law schools and business
schools,

According o b recenl speech by
Albert Shunker, the president of the
American Federation of Teachers, the
case method had resulted in higher
tests seores and fewer dropouty in
those medical schools. He believes it
could also help bridge the gap between
cducation texthbooks and classroom
teaching,

The case method centers profes.
sittial education in real-world practical
dilemmus. Kleinfeld's lntest teaching
cascs arc available for $7.50 each from
the Publications Center of the Rural
College.



