Fiddlers, storyteller inspired by elders

by Murin Willims
for e Tandra Times

Bill Stevens, Arthe Jodeph and Stan
Peters recently shared with Anchorige
audienices the music of te Athabascan
fiddlers along with storytellér/urtisi
Charlotte Douthit at the Anchorage
Museum of History and At

Stevens, one of the best known fid:
lers in Alaska, was born in Fon
Y ukom and wis the grandson of Chiel
Lol

1 grew up with this music, since
my prangdfather had alot of dunces and
potlatches ar his house, ™" he sawd,

Stevens began 1o play the fiddle dur
ing his youth in Fort Yukon. He has
plaved in almost every Athaboscan
villige an Alaska and has performed
many  tmes i Anchorage  and
Fuirhunks

Stevens s not only & poted musi-
cian, bot also a teacher, e s Gangghi
mwasie wmd panticipated  in many
wothshops through the Alaska Coun
cil ol the Arts Apprenceship Progrom
and through the Farhanks School
LHsinel

Stevens has a special gl for both
performimg dmd waching

1w anspired by my eldery Ten
iy swhiie P dionng anil want 1 [
o e tothie youmper people. Stevois
st revcently . He lives in Farbanks bat
vevels extensively thrpughont villages
and  has  made  two comnmercial
revondings

The other musiowns Stevens pluys
with are Joseph, sormetimes relermed
toan the " Yukon Troubadour, " amd
Peters of Holy Cross,

Joweph was botn an Tuoann and

stantend playing goar while he wis o
wen-ager, then be moved to Fairbunks
for work. \

Alter retirement, loseph began 10
play frequently, doing more profes-
sional  periormances, includiog the
Athabascan Fiddling Festival, held
eviry year in Faurbanks,

REVIEW

Joseph learmed a lot [rom  his
mcther, who wis o singer/ guitaris and
from his Iathet, who was a fiddler.
Cirosving up in o musical household in
spired himu o play. Joseph especinlly
cnjioys playing tor dances and with
ofther musicians. He has taught guitar
and travels extensively throughout the
lower Yukon area plaving for dances
andd other special events.

Peters began pluying guitar in Ho
Iy Cross when he was just u boy. He
learied 1o play Trom other muosicians
atid didn"t have Tormal music lessons.,

My mother plvyed the harmomcas
ad avcordion. She stll does,”" e
il

His mother, Axineas Pelers, in
Huences s pursun of music. Peters
b participited inoall of the annual
Athitbiscan Faddling Festivals and b
recently picked up the violin.

CAe and Bill have been my big
gest influences, amd that is why 1en
oy playing with them so much,™
Peters snd

The three ninsichans  enteriamned
many visttors who aiended their por
formances i the museam,

Athubascan Indusns iitially were in
troduced w fiddling when the Hudson
Bay Co. eswblished Fort Yukon
around 1847, This rradition s
velebrated each vear at the Athabascan
Fiddling Festival held in Fairbanks in
November,

An added feature o the Anchorage
performances was  Douthit, an
Althubiscan wrtist/storyteller originally
froun Chalkyisik, north of Fairbanks,
Douthit has lived in the Anchorage
arca since the early 196(s

vl mistory and storytelling  has
alwuys been un integral part of all in:
digenous societies. Douthit is invalvead
willy the Johnson-O'Malley Program
and goes womany different schools in
Southcentral - Alasku sharing  her
slurics

The magic ol the storyreller’s com
Aty s e the  laoner ol
delivery, and Douthit has an innate
abihry 1o capture her audiences wath
tacil expressions, the rise and Tall of
her vorce and i the metions of hey

hands s she explamnh . Athabascan
custonis, culture and stories,

When Doughn speaks about her
grandtather's rL’-h.'n-l.lllh 10 her whale bhe
wis prowing up or abet the pradi,
tional lifestyle of Athabascans, the au
dience can experience the imponance
af education and learning through ol
ITANSITE R SO0

“These stories are nol for sule,”
Douthit said, because they arc for
passing on o her ¢children and futore
generstwons.  People often do ms
undlerstund thot one of the dynaumics
ol storytelling (s inthe presentation —
many of these stones canmnot be put in
wirrds or books because they hive and
breathe in the wiords gnd gestures of the
storvteller.

Brouthir s very  quick 1o
acknowledge her teachers, both hwer
parents v well os her grandiuther,
Charlie Crow. She leacoed beading,
sewing and trupping Toom her parenis
amd elders, as well as the it T
storyteliing

Chalways say 1ok iny degree T
ey metheer, Julia Peters and myy Tather,
Abriham Peters,




