Interpreter kept the patients’ spirits up

by Holly F. Reimer
Tunilra Thmes ropaier

Reoa Anawrok left Our Lady Of
Compassion Care Center i An
chorange with icars in her eyes and a
leehng of wirmth in her heant

Alter serving nearly five years as an
iterpreter between the Aluska Native
patients and health care providers a1
the center, Anawrok decided it wis
b 1o move on anid go back home 1o
Unalakleel

1 want 1o do more fishong and hunt
g, she sad dunng 8 going away
wetlebranmon at the cemter in her honor,

Anowrok, who was born in
Shokioolik, spesks three languages:
Ioiit, Yupik and English

MNeurly one-thind of the patients are
Adaskn Mutive so she hus made many
Iriends during the years

Working at the cemter, Anawrok s
employed through the Southcentral
Foundation as o community  healith
representniive/ mierpreler

Rathy Crroschadier, deputy director
at Southcentmal, sd Anawrok  has
worked beyvond the call of duty. She
siid Anawrok must be commendéd
and  recogmzed  for her  ac
cimplishiments at the center

Rena will be missed by everyoime
very much,”" she sid

“Panents even called her sister,
aunt, prandiiother, because she was
all ol these, " Giromdidier saud of the
Latnly - like closeness patients Telt Tor
Arurw ok

Adthouigh the Burn-out rate tor this
iy ol preodession bs high, Anawrok
lovedl her work  Grosdibier  sand
Anuwrok made the Natve elders leel
ns mnch ot bornie as she could

As unerpreter, ahe wias the Qo
who ashed what was wrong Wherd
doves o bt Con | oget anything for
vou' O hivw dooyou Teel today™? ™"
Cirosalichier explained

By oo ing Adaska Native cultures
amd traditions, Anawrok also hept
miny ol e patients spints ap by
sl sath theo, and histemmg 1o
thni.

CSome people pught be fnghiened
when they come here from a village,
sin Remy comforts them, " siakd Barbvara
Stis,  director o planning  wmd
nurketing at the dentel

Arurwrok Bas won numerous, awirds
lind honors, among which have been
the Alsskn Federation ol Natives
prestdent”s wward Tor health, Our Lady
ol Cosmpassion award tor carmg, the
Aduski Notve Health Board comnien-
dation  for  commuanity  health
represenistive

Elens Glesson o Nunapitchuk,
whieh s near Bethel, will take ovi
Anawrok s posiliom
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Above, Kena Anawrok, center, looks
wt a card as her grandson Leonard
elie, and her mother Lizzie Nakarak
of Unalakleer look on. Amony thoxe
vattheredd for Anaweok 's party, af right,
wire, stangdinig, her hostand Nathan
irravirrek, her danehter Helen Delie,
vittiene. from left, Anawrok, her prand-
vt Jovhua Delie, her mother Lizzir
Nukaarak cangd grandvon Leomand Dielie
Below, Anirok v shown b g lrony
witl ovee aof the rexidfents of Ovr Lisely
(N Compassion Care Center, Jimmy
.l'itrﬂilﬂf?.’. f_rf' T

‘AS interpreter,
she was the one
who asked what
was wrong. Where
does it hurt? Can |
get anything for
you? Or how do
you feel today?'

—HKathy Grosdidier
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‘Some people
might be fright-
ened when they
come here from a
village, so Rena
comforts them.’

—Barbara Sims




