‘Bending Tradition’ saves bentwood art

by JelTrey Richardson
fior the Tumdra Thines

FAIRBANKS — Bentwaod is the
e given o b vamshing technology
o stedming wood  Tor viarious
[PUTTHISES

Lomg prevalent among many Salive
Giltdres  for making  wlensals o
wedpons us o well as wrbisbie obyects
bepiwood s makng @ comehack
hanks o the lkest elboers of the In
stitde of Adaskis Native Arls

A exhubataon o bentwogud bjedts
Wending Tradmon,  opeoed Apg |8
ab i Upaversiy of Abaskic Musguny
i Farbanks and runs e Oer |4

Accurnding o TANA s gupiuilive
dirgcror . bean Flunapzin Carla, e
wiognl 1|.thl|111r!.'\ was Trodytsonally
hedd by Aduska Nanves tor evervihing
fronn bows, bow s el deum chims s
Aleut Hots, Yopik nusks aml Thngn
TR L8

UNeary Lk ob that has been done
i the last tew vears, Carlg suud

Carlo sand one ol TANA's boand
members supgesied Tour years ago that
the organmiaabion develop o proged 1
sive bentwood Lrom estinetion. The
result was o 19BR symiposium attended
by IS5 Alaskun artists in Furbanks
anid another held lase year

“Beading Tradion™ has been in
the works for olmost o vear and
features niot only work by the sym-
sl arbisls, but pieces from the
University of Alaska Muscum and
other collections.

CAS @ result of those two gather
mgs. we had Alewt hats being made

‘As a result of those two gatherings,
we had Aleut hats being made for the

first time in many, many

years. We

had bentwood bowils being carved
and formed. Some really important
things were happening through these

gatherings.'

Lo b Tirsd Corme anonany . ouny vours
W hud Bentwinsd bowls being carved
and Jormed. Some peally  gmponant
Ihenges were appening through hesy
authenings, " Carlo sad

Phe exhibition features works by
Andrew Cerpnboldt, Bert Ryan, Fred
Anderson, Frank Peree, Glen Simp-
sin, Gertrude Svarny, Harey Calkins,
Hurvey Pootoogoonluk, Tobn Bartlen,
Jaumes Grani. John Hoover, Joseph
Senpungeiuk, Rathleen Carlo, Larry
Ulloag Ahvakans, Lisa Rogers,
Nathan Jackson, Rose Atk Fosdick
and Ropald W Senungetuk,

Although the opening ol Hending
Trudinon™™ wis inended 10 coineide
with the Tth Louit Studies Conference
at the university to give i o higher
academic profile, the exhibit (s open
o the public. Viewers will not only
see bentwood objects on display, both
old and new. but also the process at
work

—Jean Flanagan Carlo

Wetvie hrought sonie of the wirtists
ek 1o Farrbanks 10 actuually
demomnstrate bending while the obyeci
ix here, Carle explinned

Adior its Fagrbanks run, “ Bending
Uradimon™ wall rravel tooo number ol
Alaskan ciies, mchuding Anchorage,
tunean. Valdez, Dillingham, Bethel,

Sitku,  Ketchikan  and  possibly
iaseuwms o Svaltle amd  CMtawa,
Camada.

CBembing Tradition ™ s gust the

latest in LANA'S 1-veur Mstory of

service (0 the Alaska Native aristic
u'rmmunll:.f Among the instifute’s
tn visible effors wre the
uhum.un Ol Time Fiddling
f chtwui held every year in Fairbanks
and a wide vanety of other exhibitions,
ncluding ALASKEMEUT 86 and
Liast vear's "' A Treasured Hernitage, ™
Carlo 15 expecially proud of the new
store front g.nllrcr} the institute opened
on Third Avenue this summer, just

downstairs from thetr offices n o
historic  Fowrbunks building. The
gallery s pan of ongoming elfons w
Vprovuding an oppoertumity for an ar
Lt Lo shaow i profiessional gallery ™

Hut, scvording o Cardo, some ol
LANA s most important work 15 done
o -foame wWith MNative artists, thaose
with peclaimed reputanions wod (Hime
just stprting out

The mstitute mointons o currend
conmpuiter distés bank of scores of artisis
with ainformation that allows LANA 10
match arvists wath edbcutjona] o ler
s, exhibis,  commissons  dnd
echmenl aastance. such as help i
completing resumes o applying. (o
grunts and scholarships

“We're working really hard not on
Iy 1o help armists with development of
their careers bul ulso to wssist them i
thewr livelihoods, get some cash in
their hands. We help arists learn about
the business of bemng an amst, Carlo
<itiel. r

Constuntly updated. the compute
Pank provides the automation to bring
artists and opportumities ogether ina
wiky Tt s Tust, effacient and respect
Iul of the arbisis” privacy,

“We go 10 the artist first. We at
kimd of hike n broker. . 1t's a really
good data base. Yoo could, o you
wanted 10 before you lelt, getn listol
basketmakers who worked i tradi-
tional pasketry forms, that were from
Southcast Alaska, that wanted to teach
and were bilingual,”" Carlo said.

For more information about JANA,
write 1o them at Box BOSKI, Farbanks
99500 or call them at 456-7491



