DEC focuses on preventing pollution

IUNEALD — The Alaska Depan
et ol Eovirommengul Conservation,
as @ supplement oo s cecyveling efforts
i Alaska, has stared o progoam o ud
vise shite businesses and imdustnes on
ways toopresent pollution.

i May, DEC, thanks w w520, (00
erand from the Environmental Protec
b Ageney s Source Reduction amd
Recyeling Program, launched o pro
wram o provide technical assistiance
I Adaskin businesses on ways they
van reduce, recyele and even prevent
witstes before they become pollutants
ar loal resources.

The mon-regaliory  program wd
uhreswes all pollutants that enter the wr,
land or wister

Wi historically have regulated the
release of pollutants Trom the emd of
ey ol smokestucks. But it certanly
rikes a lot mote sense il we provide
the teschpival assistance amd informg
ton o help busimesses chunge their
I fcnng provesses s they cither
chipmite their wastes or redoce the
virlbnies el toleiny

e provess often can suve fiimes
Pty aed prostin’e sobspmied savangs
fev thwe paabdac fown, sl Prenmis Keellao
PG s commmssionen

Prosl bt pre s enba is the el
D o’ reduction ob pollution releases
of all types witlon o partwcalar
st prawess b prractive. 11 ex
AR Dot prekdistion pie
cehhes dmd aperaling prochices cin Fie
Mapdled o eliommate the release of
polhition at the source

Frolbtivom perevention s the elimmp
Liasgn oo o bpovih o pros Jutbont sy <teims
I pewapatuee and re-ase solvents, ool
Fopge the v of aewds O process witer
il processes.  astidhing
devives o redovers muterioly, install
g Chosed-loop” systerns or devices
o reeyele aternds eiher on or off
shie

Fhey v also e lude improving a
Firm s inventory manapemmend, modily
W s enipment o reduce wistes,
andd raking production changes where
oo metenals are subsiiuted
fid dlipfieerous oy,

e poal s o stop polluton ar
sopree, nof to trea pollution afwer i
P oreateld W ve learned thnt treating
polluvion  often  nvilves  simply
translerring il among . witer or
b, ™ s DPvid Wagglesworth,
DEC's  pollubion prevention
verrnlinateon,

The new  progeam wiall  provide
severnl services:

=An mtormabion  clearimghouse
Stall will prowide wlephone assistance
b bl the public and businesses iden
iy wiste  reduction  opporunities
Latermiure sonrees, combacts and Case
Auds andormtion s avinlable  Tor
(LT

A pollumem prevenbion  resource
librpry o alse boing desveloped inothe
hinte s theed muom regions o provade
adhhigonal help

*n- st techimeal assatance : Soall
at DEC currently con provide techmcal
assistance over the phione and provide
sarth o sie assistanee . Later the pro
erain wall provide tramng W offer
cven more techmicnl  assistance 1o
Lhrrins

oOntrench: Stll will be available to
give presentitions on pollution preven
tom 1o husimesses, trade assoo it ions,
professional orgamzntions and catieen
IS

oMutching prants: Lawrmakers this
spring approved & Hopeardous Wasie
Reduction Matching Cirant program to
prowide  businesses,  local  govern-
mwents, labor amd other  nonoprofi
ronps with fumds e jdennfy  ad
evnluste methods o mmpléement wadlo
reducton

Cirant applicatbom orteria are being

developed  pow and e progiam
should go anto effect later this year

shxtended services: The progeam is
funding the Alsska Health Froject 1o
provide additional waste reduction
techmeal pssistance o firms

Already there are a number of ex-
amples of Alaskan firms that have im-
plemented  pollution  prevention
MEASUTes.

*A ry processing company re-
duced s water usage by 41 percem
by improved maimtenance, cutting

watler wsage by 5,800 gallons per diy
and saving money on water bills

*A plastic bottle/chenical manutis
miring plont rediiced its waste o | per-
cem from S percent in bimtle filling by
imstalling a more  sensitive  Toat
system.

*A wnnery shop switohed 1o a less
fonie selvent, cutting wuste disposal
conts,

oA newspaper moved 100 cot s
wastes by recycling  silver film

seraps. almmnuwm plates amd excess
ks amd newsprnt, while switching
1o soy-hased inks instead of the more
toxic oil-based inks.

“"There are a lot of advantages that
pollution prevention proxduces, and
somie of them can be measared in
dullar savings for the businesses that
praciice them, " said Wiggleaworth

To contact the program wrile or
anll, Bavid Wigglesworth, DEC
Pollution Prevention Coordinator, Box
0. Junmean Y9811 1800, 465-2671.



