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Bush answers AFN'’s call to action

The Alaska Federation of Natives deserves congratulations on the
ereation of the Jomt Federal-Sute Commission on Policies and Pro-
grums Affecting Alaska Natives, Legislation authorizing the panel
was stgned earlier this month by President George Bush.

Ihis commussion 15 a direct outgrowth of AFN's recent report sum-
mwnzing available dita on the corrent status of Alasko Nanves
A Call to Acton. ™ And the person who deserves much of the oredin
for perting congressional support for o s AFN President Julie Kitka,
wha has worked (irelessly i both Aluska and Washington, D.C .,
wre et this comuussion O the ground.

The commission has a grave charge: secking innovative solutions
1o problems resulung from social and econmmnic changes. In other
wirrds, whiat actions can government tike (o improve Alaskin Natives
plight?

O ol the most important paants about the commassion iy the
merhership itsell. There will be 11 ex officio members, including
the Alaska Congressional Delegation and the chairman and ranking
moembers of (he Senate Select Commtiee on Indian Affaars, the
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Commitiee and the House In
wrior and Insular Affairs Commutiee

There also will be 14 voting commuissioners, including séven ap
peunted by President George Bush and seven appomted by Gov. Steve
Cowper. The legislation calls for Bush 1o appoint a minimum of
three Alaska Natives and no more than two federal officials. Cowpler
has committed to appointing at least three Alaska Natives and no
mwre than two state oflicials,

It s hoped thit the membership will include people with exper-
tise o the cotting edge of such areis os Indian Law and policy, health
o aleohol programs

Funding for the commussion will include $300,0000 0 federal funds
and $INLNN in stade Tunds, as well as pnivate funds from such
sources as foundations,

Anyone who has read AFN"s A Call to Action”” knows just how
serous the problems are today and their potential for becoming even
worse in the future. We believe this commuission offers a lot of hope
and shows that both the state of Alaska and the federal government
are clearly commuitted to finding answers to these problems,




