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Ay the crod of 8OIXNY cheers at the Welcoming Ceremontes of the IOWNY Gombwill Cames in Seatile, o groag of Aleat doncers Geoghtn, ancwedivre amd Blaes deessd g sdbies

Nty Ameviiuings hefore o worlihwlcle TV awdiettoe f over otke balltim

A surprise entrant in the Goodwill Games:

The Kodiak Alutiig Dancers rejoin the

family of
nations

he U5
fra e e
irakiowuial Thags, Hodd wlremds Dapuisid g ihe
cener ol thie field ot Hosky Swdivm in
Soatthe The bwar F b Dvaig ol formadbion
with i Sivviel MG hid barzed the cnowal
of ROLKNL The ervasd was capiured by the
sprit of internutiong cooperitbion at the
Welcomimg  Cerernonies ol the |95
Cyoodw il Claanmes: whien Mabve Admenicain
dhncers from acroks the nation Hok center
K

'l cosiivgyes of .l"l,p;u_;hu: firmd [l
duncers were fariliar 1o many, bul who
wik that group in the handsome block and
white dress with brllinnily colored trding
b hesdd resses and wide, [lat hats on
the young men’

It was @ pgroup that has been rarely
seen wmong the wathermgs of Naove
Amencans, bnd nol gt all since before
World War [1. The Aleuts of Kodiak had
come back 1o the family of palons

' been a long time coming. for
mamy years, the Aleut ¢lders haed drenimy
el of resurrecting the culture thi wis
decimuned by the Japanese invisin of 1he
Aleutian tsdamgds and the UK govern
et s relocation of the Aleud 1'tc‘!I|P|F'- i
camps i Southeast Aloski

"My gromdmidber was mken froam
her home on Unoliaka with her fisw
recalls Kem Kiashessanod
Juenemdn, pFropeny manager o the
Street Plas in Anchomge. “She was only
permined 1o tnke one sullcase with her
for all of therm. Al futher had was one
pair of shor pants

Alwer the war, the fmmly refurmed
howme o find their howse trished; the win-
dows andd dishes broken. The antique
fumily violin had been destroved

But it was more than material things
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Marwaret Roberts (right), president of the Kodiak Tribal Council, t5 the project director for the Alutlig Dancers. Connte Chin
feenter) (s the dance director Others shovwn waiting 1o perform ar the Goodwill Comes are Tran Abrstesnr (et cnimd Trivh Con

thiet had vanished, The expenence wis s
Lisiimatic that the fmilies and the peo
ple iy o whisle becume Tragmented. Much
ol the nichness of the Alewt culture was
mearly lost Torever

A year agu, the tide begian io-change
through the initiative of the Kodiak Tribal
Coungil. With the help of o CEDC Bush
Development Grant and  severul othes
spoisors, Council  president Muigarc
Roberts, with the assistance of severil
ehlers and other younger Kodiak rewichents,
Founded the Kiodhak Alutilg Dancers. And
the research began

In the Smiithsonian's fumous "Croas-
roody of the Comtinents™ exhibit, they
discovered the “wow falling dresses™ and
the cerernonial headdresses which they e

created god wore ot the Ciwalwill Cuanies
Al first they feared that there were ni
Alout songs, as none of the ywung dancers
spoke Aleot. But elders Nima Olsen arad
Larry Matfiry, who speak Aleut, helpead
them leirn the songs remembered ocally
Now the group his i growing reper-
tbre. Four of thelr songs were presenisd
tiv thern o ceremony. al Colebrmtion S0
in Juneou this year. The Caus Heen
Tlingt Dancers hod retamed these songs
froom the war days when the Aleuts hved
ameng them. [0 was o moving momenlt
And the search goes on, Mirganed has
lenrned that the Russians who built Fy
Ross in Californis ok Aleuts there o
humt sea otters, Aleut eldem who live in
thet srea are said to still sing the

wayiaking song. She hopes. o nake con
Bt S

Hock home in Kook
are perirmang lor visiinig goosps amd don
goiml  weather doya) before  the local
pugeant e Cry of e Wilid R When
time and lnances allow, they are i gread
dermand Tor performinces i other purs
af the Ktnie

[here s a deep sense of sairstg tion
m all of the members of the Alutiig
Dancers. They e having  Tan
hive even found o way 0 goneraie o
apvuell memount of income. But maost frogwor
i they hve found o vehicle through
which o preserve and pass on their

hernitogr
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