Five Nations Agree to Share Research
On Polar Bears at Conference Held Here

The question of whether the polar |
bear is headed for extinction was
not answered,

But the urgeney of dotng research
to answer the question was whult—
heartedly agreed upon at his
conference of five circumpola
lions at the University of Alaska
September 6-10.

Significantly
0 step up res
with each cther.

They indicated the paucity of in.
formation did not provide a basi
for sound management policics

From 1959 to 1963, it was brought
ut the polar bear kill in Canada
nereased from 478 to 559; that the
U.S. kill from 1959 to 1965 increased
'rom 225 to about 300: that the kill
n Norway decreased from 32¢ to
40 from 1959 to 1963; in Greenland
he kill decreased from 1959 to 1963
rom 101 to 83. During the period,
rora 1959 to 1963, the Soviet Union
ook only ten polar bear cubs a year
or zook throughout the world.

It was brought out “thal most
f the polar bears in Canada were
aken by..Native hunters, the ma-
ority of bears in Alaska were taken
)y sports trophy hunters using air-

the nations -agreed |
arch share it

and

| as polar bears are’ found not only

craft; that most of the bears taken
in Norway were taken by use of
ships or boats.

The conferénce, which for the
most part was closed to the press,
put out'a press eommunique with
the following findings:

“I. 1t is the mutual opinion that

s of nations around
the Arctic Ocean but in interna-
tional waters as well, and that as
polar bears move over large are
beyond national waters, polar bea
be considered as international cfr-
cumpolar resource,

“2. It is mutually .recognized that
each nation, within whose territory
polar bears are found, or whose cit-
izens harvest the species in inte
national waters, should take such
steps as each country considers
necessary to conserve the polar bear
adequately until more precise man-
agement, based on research findings,
can be applied.

“3. It is agreed that all cubs ‘and
females accompanied by cubs, re-
quire protection throughout the
year, .

“4. It is the mutual opinion that

on lands ond

each nation should conduct to the
best of its ability a research pro-
gram on the polar bear.within its
territory or adjacent international
waters td obtain adequate scientific
informaticn for effective manage-
ment of the species. It is recog-
nized that each nation will deter-
mine the character of its research

“5. Each of the nations participat-
ing in this meeting should give con
sideration” to the prompt exchange
of research and management infor-
mation obtained on polac bears. It is
suggested that the International
Union for the Conservation of Na-
ture and Natural Resources, or sim-
ilar international organization be
invited {0 reccive and distribute,
information on polar bears submit-
ted to jt. It is therefore desirable |
that each nation designate an agency
or office responsible for receiving|
and distributing polar bear infor-
matiori both nationally angd inter-
nationally.

“B. It is desirable lhnl fulure in-
ternational scientific meetings be
called on the polar bear when ur-
gent problems or new scientific in-
formation warrants interngtional
consideration.”



