Editoriul . 4
VISTA Volunteer Finds Genuine
Warmih in Eskimo Vlllage Work

By KENNETH PLETTE
VISTA Voluntéer, Point Hope, Alaska

In the month that I have been in Point Hope; T have come to think
of it in terms of my own home back in New Jersey, a place with
genuine warmth, true friendships, and all of those thmgs that make up
adine place to live.

From the moment I “touched down” on the airstrip, the village
séemed to extend a sincere hand of friendship and this has been building
ever since =

While some of the other VISTA Volunteers are still trying to quire
afgl fix up a suitable place (o live, my own home (Cyrus Norton's place)
Whs clean and ready upon my arrival enabling me to get on with village

matters on my second day in town
Assistance Request

The first item of business which the village council requested of
me was, oddly cnough. very much in ine with my anthropological ba

ground giving me an immediate feeling of “being in the vight place.”

Y1 owas asked to draft a council resolution requesting assistance from
the Army Corps of
cntact village of Old Tigava which is rapidly being eroded by that

ngineers in building 4 seawall to protect the pre
big viglent sed on the novth sade of the spit

My last summer was spent in archeological excavation as a first step
san water works from 1740 in Bethlehem,

i ihe reconstryetion of a M

nsylvania.
The Tigara project is of a similar nature, and we
forward to historical reconstruction after the completion of the pro-
tective seawall s

I have sent copies of this resolution to numerous congressmen.
sehators, scawall oriented people and reconstruction oriented people
along with personal letters from myself extolling the many-sided bene-
fits of such an endeavor.

1 will enclose o copy with this letter in the hape that you might be
able to mention the project in the Tundra Times. :

The benefits that must come from such an uhdertaking are addi-
tional safety for the present village, the preservation of a People’s Heri-
tage which is quickly slipping into the sea and employment and othe:

¢ now looking

ceonomic gains which are so necessary o the continued progress of a
village which is on the way up
Fill-In Teacher
At the present time T hardly have a free moment for VISTA type
of work at all It seems that the second set of Bureau of Indian Affairs
teachers will not arvive in the village for at least twa weeks, so for the
e T have been teach-

past thyee days and until that unknown arrival da
ihg the 41h, Sih and 6th grades in the BIA school. an extremely time-
consuming job

In addition, the village is planning a pre-school program which is
outs will be organized. a heater

seheduled to begin shortly, the Boy
for the water pump will be sought, cte. ete
The people in Point Hope seem never to sleep so [ am trying to
stay awake alongside of them.
, Songs From israel
. On the amusing side, picture my cabin crarnmed with 25 of the
four to fifteen set with Point Hope's VISTA Volunteer playing his Serjan
drum while singing and teaching songs from Tsrael
These sessions have been running in two shifts through most of this
week, since my popularity wus given its big boost when T started teach-
ing. There were plenty of kids in the first place from the first day. but
now if theve's two, theve's twenty five at any time. of the day or night.
* Soon I will hold two records with this teaching business st. I am
the first teacher in a BIA school to work without -pay and T must be the
most popular with the students if these after-hour tutorfal Sessions are

a_teasonable indi
Tireless Hunter

1 spent five days on the Kukpuk River with Roy Vinvent, Patrick
Attungana and company in an effort to catch some too-toosh fearibom

No luck, but I did learn why no sane man will ever follow: Pati.ck
on a hunt. Up and down, up and down. the man is a real dynamo. |
have the greatest respect for him in everything he does. however. learn-
ing this respect nearly cost me a heart attack, a poor bginning for my
VISTA service ;
‘We caught no caribou on that trip. but Patrick was at it the next
week and brought home a beautiful buck.

(Editor's Note: Patrick Attungana, like his ancestors, isa relentless
hunter and has great endurance. Patrick is around 60 years old.)

Truthfully, incidents and experiences are happening all of the time
+some -amusing and others just rewarding :

, I can keep you filled in.from time to time if nnylhlng exceptional
comes up.

New Jerseylte
My hometown is Kearny, New Jersey, just ten minutes by automo-



