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THEmE CITY OF BARROW was one of three North Slope villages named in a suit Filedf1Iedriled last week to halt oil drilling in the Beaufort Sea .

The villages of Kaktovik , Nuiqsut also joined in the suit which alleges that drilling could seriously-seriouslyseriouslyaffectseriously-affectseriouslyaffect-. affect their subsistence way of lifeliCe .

.

North Slope villages sue to halthalt-

oil

halt-

oiloil drilling in Beaufort Sea
Three NativeNativ villages and twotwo-

individuals
two-

individualsindividuals brought.brought. suitit FridayFriday-

toto stop ExxonEJQ.onEJQon!. froirtfrom drilling forfor-

oil
for-

oiloil near Duck Island in the BeauBeau-Beau-

fort
Beau-

fort
¬-

-

fort SeaSea.1Sea1Sea'sSeas..I*<' I,I-

AllegingAlleging that the drillingdrilling-

couId
drilling-

couldcouldcouId seriously affect theirtheir-

subsistence
their-

subsistencesubsistence way of life , thethe-

plaintiffs
the-

plaintiffsplaintiffs asked for injunctionsinjunctions-
inin both state and federal courtcourt-

against
court-

againstagainst Exxon , Robert II.e-I.eIe-IeI.e-

Resche
Ie-

Resche
.<,e-ee-

Resche
-

Resche ,. State Commissioner ofof-

Natural
of-

NaturalNatural Resources ,. and the UJSU.sUs. .

ArmyAnny Corps of Engineers . BrinBM-BMBrin-BM-

ging
Brin-

ging
¬-

ging thethesuit, suit are HermanHennan Res-ResRes-

ford
Res-

ford
Res-

ford
--

ford , Ralph Ahkivgak , and thethe-

villages

the-

villagesvillages of Kaktovik , NuiqsutNuiqsut-

and
Nuiqsut-

andand Barrow .

"II"1 am worried about thesethese-

drilling
these-

drillingdrilling plans , because oiloU spillsspills-

and
spills-

andandandnoisenoise and other pollutionpollutipollution-
from

(>nn-

fromfrom theth operations will disdis-dis-

turb
dis-

turb
¬-

turb the wildlife thattliat livesves andand-

migrates
and-

migratesmigrates through the nearshorenearshore-

area
nearshore-

areaarea where the wellswens are plannedplanned-
oror built ,,"" Rexford Said in an afaf-af-

fidavit
af-

fidavit
¬-

fidavit filed with the suit.. "InIn"In-
my

"In-

my
"

my visits to the Prudhoe BayBay-

oil

Bay-

oiloil operation , I have seen howhow-

the
how-

thethe drilling operations cause aa-

lot
a-

lotlot of helicopter traffic and thethe-

vehicle
the-

vehiclevehicle noise at the drilling sitesite-

II have also swelledsmelled the drillingdrilling-

mud
drilling-

mudmud and waste pits near thethe-

rigs

the-

rigsrigs , and I know that suchsuclsuch-

smells
)

smells would disturb the wildwild-wild-

life
wild-wildwild-

life
¬-

life .,"
Of particular concern to thethe-

plaintiffs
the-

plaintiffsplaintiffs are the hazards thethe-

drilling
the-

drillingdrilling operations pose to thethe-

bowhead
the-

bowheadbowhead whale ., "EvenEven" smallsinallsinall-

amounts
small-

amountsamounts ofoC pollution fromfrom'thesefromthesefrom'these-
drilling

'thesethese' '

drilling sites Wouldwoul make thethe-

bowhe
the-

bowheadbowheadbowhe d change itsits migrationmigration-

route
migration-

routeroute ," AhkivgakAhklvgak said . "IfIf" thisthis-

kind
this-

kindkind of pollution happens , thethe-

whales
the-

whaleswhales may not show up againagain-

where
again-

wherewhere the Inupiat cancn hunthunt-

them
hunt-

themthem ."
The lawsuits charge thatthat-

state
that-

statestate and federal permitspenniU issuedissued-

to
issued-

toto -, Exxon in connectioncOMecti n withwith-

the
with-

thethe
',

Duck Island drilling opeope-ope-

rati
ope-

ratons
¬-

rationsratiratonsns are invalid ., Plaintiffs al-alat-atal-

leje

a-

tI

a-

llee

-

lejeleeI! ;:
,
that they did not receivereceive-

notice
receive-

noticenotice of the permitpe'nnitpennit' applicationsapplications-
andand that the permits themselvesthemselves-

should
themselves-

shouldshould not have been grantedgranted-

until
granted-

untiluntil an Environmental ImpactImpact-

See

Impact-

See(See VILLAGES , Page Eight)
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(Continued from Page One)

StatementStatemnt; was prepared anda d n-nn-

vironmental
n-

vironmenial
n-

vironmental
-

vironmenialvironmentalvironmental and wildlife valuesvalues-

Consideredconsidered(:ons dered .

'II"I'" have been informedinf rmed hpwh9Wh9W-

the
howhow-

the

,
j!

the Corps issued a permit tju'stjusthisthis-
spring

isis-

spring

'

spring to the Exxon CorporationCorporatinCorporatin-
to

Corporation-
to

?
to build its Duck Island UnitUnit-
Well

UnitUnit-

WellWell NoN . 1I gravel pad withoutwithout-

even
without-

eveneven notifying our village ofof-

what
of-

whatwhat was planned , even thoughthough-
our

though-
ourourourfourpeopleourcpeople'-

people
p-

eoplef'c-

peoplepeople could be badly hurthurt-
by

hurt-
byby Exxon'sExxons' operations " saidsaid-

Thomas
said-

ThomasThomas Napageak'Napageak*' , formerformformer-

mayormayormay <?r of Nuiqsutujqsut.. "SinceSince" we diddi4di4-

not
did-

notnot knowknowaboutabout the permitpermitjpermitj-
there

;

there was no way for us to propro-pro-
test

pro-
test

-¬-

test ,. it , to talk to attorneysattorneys-
about

attorneys-
aboutabout it , or to contact statestate-
agencies

state-
agenciesagencies which are also involinvol-invol-
ved

¬.-
ved in such drilling proposals ."

According to the plaintiffs ,

there is a real danger that aa-

serious
a-

seriousserious accident could occur atat-

the
at-

thethe offshore oil rig l''TheTheThe mostmost-

dangerous
most-

dangerousdangerous time would be springspring-

breakup
spring-

breakupbreakup when the ice hashas-

loosened
has-

loosenedloosened , and currents can causecause-

giant
cause-

giantgiant pressure ridges up to 30 ftf1..

high ," according to Rexford . "II"I-

observed
"I-

observed
"

observed such pressure ridges in

.

the BeaufortBeaufort Sea during my hun-JhunJhun -. '

ting
'
trips ,. in thethePrudhoethcPrudhoe\PrudhoePrudhoe\.,' , 'BayBay'Bay-

ar

'Bay-

area

' Bay
areaarareaa before ; theththeoil' oiT-'cprnpahiesoiT'cprnpahiescprnpahiesoil\oiloilnpoil ' i'co"mpaiiiesicompaiiies\-' "np'ief"'' ''

camecame . I Have seen howflowl wthesewtheser-
idges

.thesethese.
: these-

ridges

,
ridges. can push1push:' huge blocksblock&' of .,

ice , and in ,- m'ymyniy' opinion 'thesethese'llilli'these-

pressure

' s '

pressure ridges/couldridgescouldridges/," 'couldcould' sweepswsweepep overo'ferofero'fer-
the

over-

the 'the gravelgtavel island and push theththethe-

equipmentequipment and drillingdrillingdrillingwasteswasteswastes-

into
wastes-

intointo the water .." a,a-

The
;

The effectseffects ofbf anm "oil1oil1"oil ' spill ,

according to the villagers , . areare-

likely
are-

likelylikely to be devastatirig'ThomasdevastatirigThomasdevaStatiIdevastating .:'ThorytasThomas
'

Brower , a whaling captain andand-

owner
and-

ownerowner of thetheCape':-CapeCape- SmytheSmythe-

Whaling

Smythe-

Whaling and TradingTradingaTrading : .Whaling TradingCompanya. .CompanyCompanyCompanyeompany e,.

in Barrow , recallsreca1l what happehapphappe-happehappe-

ned

¬.-

ned in 1944 when a Navy cargocargo-

Ship

cargo-

shipsihipShip spilled 252S 000
'-

gaIions
g-

aIions
'-

gallons
g-

allons
'

gallons ofof oilonon-

in

oil-

inin the Beaufort Sea :
.,

"InIn" the cold 'ArcticArctic'ArAr' tic water ,

the oil formed a mass severalseveral-

inches
several-

inchesinches thick on top of the wawa-wa-

ter
¬.-

ter . Both sides of the barrier

: > ,

'
; :

;
:

i-

'i

i-

i' " :
"

; ;
"

' ; : :11: : /
.

,

islandsiislandsislandsUInlk1dt1"ihlk1dt1ihJinUIn;'':,, "
that/areathatareathattjJ/areaa ;'h-'hh-'hthe'M, .r-.r..rthe-, the Plo-PloPlo-

Vgr
Plo-

v
-.

:Vgrvverrtslaridsr
+

lslMwlstsl ds yS;yj "becamebecame"bec"amebecame
":" b 'meme'" , coveredcovered-

with,'withWithwith $:,, ;,oiiioi.oiioii:. :,$' BrowerBro\vBrovBrowersaid\[ .
: iaid;, 8ld .

.' r'lrl"II"'II' ob-obob-

seryedjhow
ob-

serye
-

\

seryedjhowseryeiobi' 11iow :, seals'frand'vbirdssealsfrandvbirdssealsiand'tdrdssealsiandtdrdsssr'r, ?
' b ds whowho-

warn' , ijwamswamwarnwarnTT*'" JW.11.fut
' \ithe.ij'Water"woutdithe.ijWaterwoutditheijWaterwoutd; tfithe.,

,
zVatey/VateyVateywould''vater,1ivater1ivater,1iwould/,", would be' 61indBlindedbeBlindedand

j ''suffocateduf ! d '<blmdedrahd'Jsuffocated'byblmdedrahdJsuffocatedbyf: : a bYbYcbyconcon-conconr-

natey"fbur

ccon-

tact
n-nn-

ct
-

'approximatelytactct, '
vlwitl.: ",

>inthisoil.he! .,
Ii toqtook approxi-approxiapproxi-

mately
-

rnatey- "fburrnatey- fburmately fourlfourfourlyears', yearsyears
;' forfor the oil toto-

fma11yais
to-

finallyfinallyfma11yais
".
disappeararsePl'eararsePlear

,

ppe
?
'

, r.WrW.''' '
'
"

', TheivfflagesTheVillagesThe "llagesllages"llagesofNuigsut":
,vi ' ofofNuiqsutof.NuiqsutofNuigsut\NuiqsutNuiqsut\',. andand-

Kakto
and-

KaktovUcKaktovikKaktovUcKakto iji ''askedasked';skedskedIskedttiiisked'theiskedtheI' thettii '

federal govgov-gov-

ernment
gov-

ernment
¬-

ernmenternmentIernmenti.to'reconsideri.to'reconsideri.toreconsideritoreconsider', t .ReconsiderReconsiderrreco si'dersider'ijtoI. .,' st, the ', ExEx-ExEx-

x
Ex-

xon
¬-

xonxxon permitp rri it\vheri'thevheri'thevheritheitvheri'thewhen\when'they learned ofof-
it

of-
itit ', in ";''September.f.TheirSeptemberf.TheirSeptemberfTheirSeptember.1.ThekSeptember1.ThekSeptember1ThekSeptember-Theft-requestSeptemberTheftrequest.-; .

'
, requestrequest ,

however,1however1however,1I1hoyieverthoveve r,;'<' -I1I1- ' was1'waSwaS "
<,:., nott ' ,"

-
, heeded ,

forcing'thevforcingthevforcing'theforcingthefor ing ' e, .villagesvillagesa es ' tot
,
bring lawlaw-law-

suits
law-

suits
¬-

suits nownownowtnow.snows:.vri,t' i, :' . ,
i
, >"' /, '

" exxori'hasexxorihasxxonhasacJcnowledgedxx n'hunhu'

, idmowledgedacknowledged thatthat-
d

that-
drilignalreadybegundrillingddrilign f$, operations-haveoperationshaveoperations-haveoperationshaveer tio

'
.havehave-. already

beguribegun 'atat'itit''at 'thethe'theDuck'the-Duck'thetheDuck' -DuckDuck-' Island site .

RobertRobert , RiddleRiddle'districtRiddledistrict,
'istiictdistrict landsmanlandsman-

for
landsman-

forfor .ExxonYExxonY., Exxon'SddExxonSddExxon ,;" said'; .ee.he-hehewashe.was
".
- waswas "surprisurpri"surpri-"surpri-

sed
"surpri-

sed
" ¬-

sed" to leantlearn that the lawsuitslawsuits-
had

lawsuits-
hadhad beenbeen

'

filedfJled .
''


