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MEDALS PRESENTED - Brigadier General T.GTG. . Jenes , Jr . ,. right , presents an Aleut veteran ofof-
World

of-
WorldWorldCampaigninWar II11 ,. Simeon P . PletnikoffPletnikoffwithwithwithseveralseveralseveralmedalsmedals he earned during the Aleutian Campaign
in 1943 .

Aleut vet receives awards
A World War II veteran fromfrom-

Anchorage
from-

AnchorageAnchorage received eight ArmyAm1YAm1Y-

awards
Army-

awardsawards and decorations lastlast-

week
last-

weekweek for his meritorious serviceservice-

in

service-

inin the Aleutian Campaign in

1943 .

Simeon P . Pletnikoff , 59 ,

received the awards from BrigBrig-Brig-

adier
¬.-

adier General T . G . Jenes , JrJ r.. ,

commander , 172nd112nd InfantryInfantry-

Brigade

Infantry-

BrigadeBrigade (Alaska) , and seniorsenior-

Anny
senior-

ArmyArmyAnny commander in Alaska ,

during a ceremony at the AlasAlas-Alas-

kan
Alas-

kan
¬-

kan Brigade'sBrigades' headquarters here .

Pletnikoff was awarded thethe-

Combat
the-

CombatCombat Infantryman Badge ,

Bronze Star Medal , Good ConCon-Con-

duct
Con-

duct
¬-

duct Medal , American DefenseDefense-

Service
Defense-

ServiceService Medal with Foreign SerSer-Ser-

vice

Ser-

vice

¬-

vice Clasp , Asiatic-PacificAsiaticPacific- CamCam-Cam-

paign
Cam-

paign
¬-

paign Medal with Bronze SerSer-Ser-

vice

Ser-

vice

¬-

vice Star , World War HIfIl VicVic-Vic-

tory
Vic-

tory
¬-

tory Medal , Presidential UnitUnit-

Citation
Unit-

CitationCitation and the Honorable SerSer-Ser-

vice

Ser-

vice

¬-

vice Lapel Button .

An Aleut , born in Nikol-NikolNikol-

ski

Nikol-

ski

Nikol-

ski

-

ski on Umnak Island in thethe-

Aleutians
the-

AleutiansAleutians , Pletnikoff was drafdraf-draf-

ted
draf-

ted
¬-

ted into the Army in November
1941 at Ft.. Mears at DutchDutch-

Harbor
Dutch-

HarborHarbor . He received basic traintrain-¬.-

ing at FtFt.. Richardson and thenthen-

served

then-

servedserved with the Combat IntelIntel-Intel-

ligence

Intel-

ligence

¬-

ligence Platoon (Alaska DepartDepart-Depart-

ment
Depart-

ment

¬-

ment) gathering intelligence andapdandapd-

scouting
and-

scoutingscouting for AmericanAmerican forcesforces-

planning

forces-

planningplanning to invadei1\vadei1vade\ the JapaneseJapanese-

outposts
Japanese-

outpostsoutposts in the Aleutians . AfterAfter-

the

After-

thethe heavy island fighting in thethe-

spring

the-

springspring of 1943 , TechnicianTechnician-

Fifth
Technician-

FifthFifth Class Pletnikoff was reasreas-reas-

signed

reas-

signed

¬-

signed to a Harbor Craft DeDe-DeDe-

tachment

De-

tachment

¬-

tachment (Alaska Department))
where he was a boat operatoroperator-
and

operator-
andand instructor until his dischargedischarge-

inin October 1945 .

During his military serviceservice-

Pletnikoff
service-

PletnikoffPletnikoff had received a porpor-por-

tion
por-

tion

¬-

tion of the decorations he waswas-

authorized
was-

authorizedauthorized but not allall.. In somesome-

cases

some-

casescases he received the ribbonribbon-

but

ribbon-

butbut not the medal and severalseveral-

awards

several-

awardsawards were not received at all..

It was not until April 1978 ,

when reading a veterans ' magamaga-maga-

zine

maga-

zine

¬-

zine , that PletnikoffPletnikoffrealizedrealized hehe-

was

he-

waswas authorized the BronzeBronze-

Star
Bronze-

StarStar medal . He wrote the PersonPerson-Person-

nel

Person-

nel

¬-

nel Center at StSt.. Louis . TheyThey-

confim1ed
They-

confirmedconfirmedconfim1ed it and sent him thethe-

Bronze

the-

BronzeBronze Star , but also sent a formfonnfonn-

with
form-

withwith the Medal of Honor block

checked .

Mr . PletnikoffPletnikoffwentwent to thethe-

Anchorage
the-

AnchorageAnchorage Times with thethe-

'Bronze
the-

'BronzeBronze'Bronze' Star Medal and the formfOm1fOm-
1indicating

form-
Indicatingindicating he was authorized thethe-

Medal
the-

MedalMedal of Honor , whichwhichresultedresultedresulted-

inin a page one medal of honorhonor-

story
honor-

storystory last July .

However , before the secondsecond-

edition
second-

editionedition of that paper was distridistri-distri-

buted
distri-

buted
¬-

buted it was confirmedcon finned that thethe-

medal
the-

medalmedal was the Bronze Star andand-

not
and-

notnot the Medal of Honor , and thethe-

story
the-

storystory was taken out of thethe-

paper
the-

paperpaper . The Times then ran a corcor-cor-

rection
cor-

rection

¬-

rection , Pletnikoff saw it and calcal-calcal-

led
cal-

led

¬-

led the Public Affairs Office atat-

Ft
at-

FtFtFt.. Richardson in the hopes ofof-

'determining'determiningdetermining'. his true award enen-enen-

titlements

¬.-

titlements .

Following a barrage of callscalls-

and

calls-

andand letters to and from the PerPer-Per-

sonnel

Per-

sonnel

¬-

sonnel Center at St . Louis inin-

August

in-

AugustAugust , Pletnikoff finallyfmalIy rere-rere-

ceived

re-

ceived

¬-

ceived the proper complementcomplement-
ofof decorations from the U.SUS. .

ArmyAnny Support Activity in PhilaPhila-Phila-

delphia
Phila-

delphia

¬-

delphia in mid-OctobermidOctober-- . In thethe-

coordination
the-

coordinationcoordination with St.. Louis itit-

See

it-

See(See ALEUT , Page Eight )



_ ' Aleut awardedawardedConti-
nued(Continued from Page Two )

was also learned that PletnikoffPletnikoff-
waswas authorized several otherother-
medals

other-
medalsmedals which he had nevernever-
received

never-
receivedreceived .

The task of determining hishis-

award
his-

awardaward eligibility was made moremore-
difficult

more-
difficultdifficult because PletnikoffsPletnikoff'sPletnikoffs-
Army

Pletnikoff's-
Army 'Army service records werewere-
among

were-
amongamong those destroyed by thethe-

fire
the-

firefire at the Personnel Center in
1973 . The fire burnedburnednearlynearly 8080-

per
80-

perper cent of the records of ArmyArmy-
personnel

Army-
personnelpersonnel who were discharged

prior to 1960 .

But goodoo things come slowly .

Some even take 353S years . TheThe-

embarrassment
The-

embarrassmentembarrassment of an adminiadmini-admini-

strative
admini-

strative
¬-

strative Oversight during WorldWorld-
War

World-
WarWar II ,. and an inadvertentinadvertent-
che

inadverten-
tcheckmark'thischeckmarkchecheckmark'thischeckmarkthiskmark this'th1sth1s' year have beenbeen-

overshadowed
been-

overshadowedovershadowed by thetJtJethee fact thatthat-

Pletnikoff
that-

PletnikoffPletnikoff finallyfmally got the awardsawards-
he

awards-
hehe deserved and the ArmyAnnyAnny-

showed
Army-

showedshowed , that it would admit toto-

making
to-

makingmaking mistakes and made everyevery-
effort

every-
efforteffort to correct themthem .


