(1) reading the newspapers and

. I\ | )L 4 ‘ !
PR C— i s T

campaign literature, (2) develop-

-ing the ability to listen critically

to' the media ads and speeches to
determine what is really being

r : ‘ v e " said, and (3) learning t6 identify
R | . WY\ L LONANTU/ZONY, | and evatuate the. techniques can-
I\ | i didates use to solicit voter. sup-
oy 7 port. f
BY RON INOUYE Students in civics,  govern-

[Editor’s Note: Thanks for
your letters and phone calls re-
garding this column. If you have
any questions about the ¢olumn
or suggestions for subjects to dis-
cuss, let me know by writing to
me at the Center for Cross-
Cultural Studies (CXCS), Univer-
sity of Alaska-Fairbanks, Alaska
99701, or by calling (907) 479-
7185.]

Helping students learn how to
critically observe a political cam-

paign is one of the more valu-
able skills a teacher can pass on
to his students. The good teac-
her would not urge his or her.
students to support a particu-
lar candidate, but rather to learn
how to distinguish a good can-
didate from a poor one.
Depending on the teaching
area of ‘the instructor, many
basic educational skills can be
used in  studying the political
campaigns, Among them are:

ment and political science cour-
ses. could study the procedures
local' candidates use for filing
for office. Composition, psycho-
logy, and sociology classes could
analyze media ads and listen to
speeches to learn how candida-
tes- use literary, psychological
and sociological techniques to
win votes. Journalism students
could assess the amount and
quality of coverage a candidate
receives - through the wvarious
media mix, and the general kind
of public identity being projec-
ted.. Students in mathematics
and social studies could design
and sample the community
opinion of the community prior
to the actual election using
sampling and statistical tech-
niques. An actual election day
straw poll of student sentiment
could be compared with that of
the general voting public.

Students could learn how to:

study the voting records of those
candidates who have held public

office before. Selecting signifi-
cant issues and ‘comparing the
voting records of the canclida'tgs_
on’ those issues could yield im-
portant information.

It is very important to checkl
with your school board for local
policies regarding “political acti-
vity occurring within the scho-
ols. Similarly it is important to
emphasize the fairness to all can-
didates for a particular office
and to provide them with equal

time for presenting their views

on issues. :

As part of a school- and com-
munity-wide election activity,
the students could arrange an
“election fair” to which all the
local and regional candidates
could be invited. Students could
arrange debates between the can-

didates, and introduce the can-

didates to people in the com-

munity through ice cream: soc-
ials, pot luck dinners, etc. (Pic- -
tures of the candidates could be

. placed on bulletin boards around
.the school'and:in’; the commun-

ity so the candidates would be
recognizable.) - Sample . ‘ballots
could be distributed to every re-
gistered . voter .with ‘a ‘reminder
from "the students to vote on
election . day;. The . ‘“‘election
fair” would provide an excellent
opportunity. to discuss the issues
important to the'community’
After. the elections'are com-
pleted, the students should con-
tinue to closely observe the pol-
itical: processes ‘at’ work. - Field
trips to visit the city council,
the state legislature, or the nat-

. ional Congress would; be highly

educational; .and . the students
would have - sufficient back-
ground to understand the work-

'ings of those elected bodies.

Particularly 'good ' resources
for teachers and students on the

‘topics of local and state govern-

ments is the Alaska Blue Book.
It provides detailed information
about local ‘and state govern-
ment organizations and proces-
ses as well as the names and ad-
dresses of municipal leaders and
offices, state offices, state legis-
lators, and much more. Copies
of the Blue Book should be av-
ailable in your school and public
libraries or through the State
Division of Libraries in Juneau.

Election day is quickly ap-
proaching. That day provides a
great opportunity for all of us
to learn more about. the can-
didates and the political pro-
cess. .



