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/Editor'sEditor'sEditorsfEditor'sfEditors[/Editor'sEditors' Note : Thanks forfor-
your

for-
youryour letters and phone calls rere-rere-

garding
re-

garding
¬-

garding this column . If[fyouyou havehave-
any

have-
anyany questions 'aboutaboutizboutdrbout' the columnColumn-
oror suggestions for subjects to disdis-disdis-
cuss

dis-
cuss

¬-

cuss , let me know by writing toto-
me

to-
meme at the Center for Cross-CrossCross-
Cultural

Cross-
Cultural

Cross-
Cultural

-

Cultural Studies (CXCSCXeS ) , UniverUniver-Univer-
sity

Univer-
sity

¬-

sity of Alaska-FairbanksAlaskaFairbanks- , Alaska
99701 , or by calling (907)907( ) 479-479479-
7185

479-
7185

479-
7185.1

-

71857185.171851., ]}
7185.1Helping

Helping students leamlearn how toto-

critically
to-

criticallycritically observe a political camcam-¬-

paign is one of the more valuvalu-valu-

able
valu-

able
¬-

able skillsskilJs a teacher can pass onon-
to

on-
toto his students . The good teacteac-teac-
her

teac-
her

¬-

her would not urge his or herher-
students

her-
studentsparticularstudents to support a particuparticu-¬-

lar candidate , but rather to leamlearnlearn-
how

learn-
howhow to distinguish a good cancan-can-
didate

can-
didate

¬-

didate from a poor one .
Depending on the teachingteaching-

area
teaching-

areaarea of 'thethe' instructor , many
basicmanybasiceducationaleducationalskillsskills can bebe-

used
be-

usedused in studying the politicalpolitical-
campaigns

political-
campaignscampaigns ., Among them are :

(1)1(1)reading( ) reading thehe newspapers andand-

campaigri
and-

campaigndevelopingcampaigncampaigri literature , (2)2( )) developdevelop- ¬.-

ing the ability tojistentt6, lislenlisten. criticallycriticall-
y"tothe"to\"toto"tothetothe"todetermineo.theothe\.' , the

' mediamediadia ads
'
andnd speeches

.
toto-

determiriedeterminedetermiriedetermine'what'- what
w- hat'- what
w- hat' what is really beingbembeing-

saidsaid , and (3)3( ) learning tb16to identifyidentify-
and

Identify-
andandandevalandevaluateevaluateeval ate the techniques cancan-cancan-

didates
can-

didates
¬-

didates ' use to solicitsoUcit voter supsup-sup-

p
sup-

port
¬-

portp rt .
:

Students in civics , (, governgovern-govern-
ment

govern-
ment

¬-
ment and politicalpoliticalscieIcepoliticalsciesciencescieI\cescieIcescie \ce courcour-cour-
ses

cour-
ses

¬-

pnJcedureslocalprocedureslocalses could study the procedurespnJceduresprocedures';
local candidates use for filingfilingforpsychologyfor office . Composition.Composition. , psychopsycho-¬-

logy ,;' and sociology classes couldcould-
analyze

could-
analyzeanalyze media ads and listenlisten toto-

speeches
to-

speechesspeeches to leamlearn how candidacandida-candida-
tes

candida-
tes

¬-

tes use literary , psychologicalpsychological-
andand sociological techniquestechnighes toto-

win
to-

winwin votes . Journalism studentsstudents-
could

students-
couldcouldcouldassessassess the amountamoUlamountt andand-

quality
and-

qualityquality of coverage a candidatecandidate-
receives

candidate-
receivesreceives through the variousyariousyarious-
media

various-
media

,
media mix , and the general kindkind-
of

kind-
ofof public identity being projecprojec-projec-
ted

projec-
ted

¬-

ted . Students in mathematicsmathematics-
and

mathematics-
andand social studies could Design4esign4esign-
and

esignesign-

andand sample the communitycommunity-
opinion

community-
opinionopinion of the communitycommunityjpriorjpriorpriorjprior-

to
prior-

to
prior

to the actual election usingusing-
sampling

using-
samplingsampling and statistical tech.ech-.echtech-tech-
niques

..ech-

Riques
¬-

niquesRiques . An actual election dayday-
straw

day-
strawstraw pollpollofof student sentimentsentiment-
could

sentiment-
couldcould be compared with that ofof-

the
of-

thethe general voting public .
Students could learn how to >.'

study the voting records of thosethose-
candidates

those-
candidatescandidates who have held public

office before . Selecting signifisignifi-signifi-

cant

¬.-
cant issues and comparing thethe-

voting

the-

votingvoting records of the candidateseandidatoscandidaeandidatos-

on
s '

on
'

those issuesissues could yield
'

imjiri'¬'
portantport ant information . '

It is very important to check I!)I-

withwith your school board for locallocal-

policies
local-

policies ' litIcal actiacti-acti-

vity
acti-

vity
policies regarding 'politicalpoliticalp ¬-

vity occurring within the schoschO-schOschcschO-

ols

-,¬

ols . SimilarlySimilady it is important toto-

emphasize
to-

emphasizeemphasize the fairness to all cancan-can-

didates
can-

didates

¬-

didates for a particular officeoffice-

and
office-

andand to provide them with equalequal-

time
equal-

timetime for presenting their views-viewsviewsrviews-

on
viewsr-

on '-

on issues .

As part of a school-schoolschooland- and comcom-com-
munitywide

com-
munitywide

¬-

munity-widemunitywide- election activity ,

the students could arrange anan-

"election"electionelection'!"'electionelection' fair" to which all thethe-

local
the-

locallocal and regional candidatescandidates-

could
candidates-

couldcould be invited .:Students couldcould-

arrange

could-

arrangearrange debates between the cancan-can-

didates
¬.-

didates , and introduce the cancan-can-

didates
can-

didates
¬-

didates to people in the comcom-¬-

munity through
, icei e .creamr am socsoc-soc-

ials
¬-.

ials ,;" pot Juckluck :., dinnersdiI1dinht1rs'lrs'lrslr' etcietc-PicetcPic:-(.t : . pic-picpict-
ures

((Pic ¬-

tures of the 'candidatesandidates: '!' couldc u1d be
placed'placedbe'placed' onon bulletinbuUetiri boardsbardsb ards aroundroundaround-
the,. the '" schoolSchool'atidSchoolatid'aridarid' InurXin :; the communcommun-commun-
ity

commun-
ity

¬-

ity so theth , candidatesc didates , would bebe-
recognizable.r

be-

recognizablerecognizablerecognizable.rrecognizablerrecognizableSample...) -=;;?-SampleSample- Sample ballotsballots-
could

ballots-
couldcould bedistrib'utedltodistributedltobedistributeditodistrib'utedltoeverybedistributeditoevery.distributeddistributed., ' ! to every rere-rere-

gistered
re-

gistered
¬-

gistered votervoJer .withwith.with'a.withawithawith'a., ;;,.''aa' :;'-

reminder
r-

eminder' remhtderreminderremhtder-
from

reminder-
fromfrom ', the students to vote onon-

election
on-

electionelection '
. daydah'

}; The :. "electionelection"election-
fair

""'elel' ctionction-
fairfair" wouldw uld providepiovidprovidejjinpiovideaanjjinj3nj3nex.cenentexcellentex.cenentexcenentex.cenen-
toppp'rtu'nit

excellen-
topportunity

.
opportunityoppp'rtu'nitoppprtunit' ' : t6tdt

"' 'discussdiscuss'discussdiscuss' u thet issuesissue-
simportant

ues
. important to the communitycommumty !. '

After the
'-

electidnsfare
e-

lectidnsfare'electionselecti6ns !'areare' are comcom-com-

pleted
com-

pleted
¬-

pleted/pletedpletedthe/,', ' the studentstudentfstudentsstudentsshould
"

should concon-con-

tinue
¬.-

tinue to closetycloselyclo ly obseryeobserveob rye the polpol-pol-

itical
pol-

itical
¬-

itical processesprocessesprocessesatat work . FieldField-
trips

Field-
tripstrips to visit the91 citydty council ,
the state legislaturelegis1atuter, orr the natnat-nat-
ional

¬.-
ional Congress wouldwouldIwouldbeI, be highlyhighly-
educational

highly-
educationaleducational ; and the studentsstudents-
would

students-
wouldwould >,- have sufficient backback-back-

ground
back-

ground
¬-

ground to understandunderstand'theunderstandthe'thethe' workwork-work-
ings

¬.-
. ings ofofthothose-electedthoseelectedthose-electedthoseelected-- elected bodiesb dies .

Particularly good resourcesresources-
for

resources-
forfor teachers and studentsst dents on thethe-

topics
the-

topicstopics of local andnd state governgovern-govern-
ments

govern-
ments

¬-

ments is the Alaska Blue Book .

Ittt provides detailed informationinformationaboutaboutabout local and state governgovern-govern-
ment

govern-
ment

¬-

ment organizations and procesproces-proces-
ses

proces-
ses

¬-

ses as well as the names and adad-adad-

dresses
ad-

dresses
¬-

dresses of municipal leadersle ders andand-

offices
and-

officeslegislatorsoffices , state offices , state legislegis-¬-

lators , and muchmuchmoremore . CopiesCopies-
of

Copies-
ofof the Blue Book should be avav-avav-

ailable
av-

ailable
¬-

ailable in your school and publicpublic-
libraries

public-
librarieslibraries or through the StateState-
Division

State-
DivisionDivision of LibrariesUbraries in Juneau .

ElectionElection day is quickly apap-apap-

proaching
ap-

proaching
¬-

proaching . That day provides aa-

great
a-

greatgreat opportunity for all of usus-

to
us-

toto leamlearn more about the cancan-can-

didates
can-

didates
¬-

didates and the political pro-propro-

ces
pro-

cess
-

cescess . , .


