Natives lead joint land plan effort

AFN plan for task force wins

Staté, Federal agreement

At the prompting of the Alaska Federation of Natives
Board of Directors, a one-year task force to plan for co-
operative management of Alaskan land has been formed.
The agreement to establish the Alaska Land Managers
Cooperative Task Force was signed by AFN President
Byron Mallott, Alaska Governor Jay Hammond, U.S. Sec-
retary of the Interior Cecil Andrus, and Agriculture Sec-
retary Bob Bergland, according to an announcement
Tuesday by the Office of the Governor.

The Task Force represents a voluntary effort of the
agencies to begin the cooperative planning process pending
passage of d-2 legislation by the U.S. Congress, says Janie
Leask, executive vice president of AFN.

The Task Force has the following objectives under the
agreement:

—to identify general concerns deserving cooperative ef-
forts and principles for developing specific cooperative
agreements.  These concerns might include such interests
as subsistence resources and watershed protection.

~to identify specific geographic areas requiring carly co-
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cies with planning authority or
resources that. can aid the land
managers and to involve ‘these
groups and agencies in an ad-
visory capacity to identify exist-
ing cooperative planning mecha-
nisms and ‘t0 recommend their
use or modification. - -

~to serve as a focal point for
involvement of the land manag-
ers with the planning efforts of
other groups.

~to serve as a forum for the
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“The Task FNO# will be in ‘flexible and voluntary.
‘operation “before the: d-2 land
issue 'is settled and - hopefully -—into each agréement individually *
will be an intégral part of whit-
ever d-2' legislation is pnssed (7

The: efl'ﬁ‘rlt to form this tuk year,

force' was initiated by the AFN .
Board in' January,: aﬁer Mallott
expressed ' the need for a joint He ex-
of ‘ future .d-2' lands. ' Mallott
wanted a three-fold plan ‘accord-
ing ‘to Leask:  “a declaration
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tion'that to the extent compati- .
ble with subsistence use, the '
principles of multiple-use would *
apply; ‘and ‘a policy that 'signi-
ficant involvement  of subsis-
tence ‘users in development and
implementation ' of - natural . re-
source management plans in geo-.
graphic areas of subsistence use. -
would be a priority.” !

Mallott says, “There was no
question -that *Secretary Andrus
was - supportive of - the .idea,
and of course Governor Ham--
mond was very enthusiastic.
There’s no question that Gover-
nor Hammond has been one of
the leading proponents of co-
operative land use planning in
Alaska. As a matter of fact,
our suggestion made directly to

tablithent "of ‘the group :to
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