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their first fur seal.alalpal. with a. harpoonhlrpoon inIn-

a

in-

a
PribilofsPrlbilofsPribilof: caughtCIIught

PRIBILOFPR IBILOF SEAL HUNT -_- Aleuts from St . George in the
of international treatytreaty-

to

treaty-

to
seals harvested in the PribilofsPribilof: under provision anen

a great many yeanyanyears in 1975 . Fur are
to which the United States ., Soviet Union ,. Canada and Japan areere signatorssignaton .

PribilofyAleutPri6PrPriiloiilol .fAleutfAleut.fAleut': abusesabuse$ continuedontinued into'into' 1960V1960's1960s9 ..() '$
Editor'sEditors' Note : Last week , thethe-

Tundra
the-

TundraTundra Times reported the Pribi-PribiPribi-

lof
Pribi-

lof
--.

lof Aleuts were awarded moremore-

than
more-

thanthan $1111$ million by the IndianIndian-
Claims

Indian-
ClaimsClaims Commission in damagesdamages-

for
damages-

forfor the failure of the GovernGovern-Govern-
ment

Govern-
ment

¬--

ment to provide adequate goodsgoods-

and
goods-

andand services , food and compencompen-compen-

lation
compen-

sation

¬--

sationlation as promised . AlthoughAlthough-

the
Although-

thethe period covered in the claimclaim-
was

claim-

waswas from 1870 to 1946 , thisthis-

account
this-

accountaccount , written in 1964 by A-AA-

laskan

A-

laskan

A-

laskan

--

laskan historian Helen A .. Shen-ShenShen-

itz
Shen-

itz

-

itz , indicates maltreatment andand-

abuses, abuses of the Aleuts by the GovGov-Gov-

ernment
Gov-

ernment
¬--

ernment continued into thethe-

1960's
the-

1960's1960's1960s' . When the Tundra TimesTimes-

published
Times-

publishedpublished this account in 1964 ,,

officials of the Bureau of ComCom-Com-

mercial
Com-

mercial
¬--

mercial Fisheries charged the-

author
thethe-

authorauthor and Tundra Times editorseditors-
wIth

editors-
withwith being Communists or concon-con-

trolled
con-

trolled

¬-

trolled by Communists ..

By HELEN A . SHENITZ ., PhPh.DPhD. OD .

Auke Bay ,. AlaskaAlaska-

WhenWhen a few years ago I wentwent-

to
went-

toto the PribUofPribilof Islands to dodo-

some

do-

somesome historicalrustorical research , as anan-

Alaskan
an-

AlaskanAlaskan historian , 1I was wellwell-

mfonned
well-

informedinformedmfonned in regard to the rus-rushis-hishis-

tory
hisrus-

tory
¬-

tory of Russian America , thethe-

history
the-

historyhistory of Alaska , and the hishis-hishis-

tory
his-

tory
¬-

tory of the Aleuts-

But
AleutsAleuts-

But
Aleuts-

ButBut 1I was absolutely unpreunpre-unpre-

pared
unpre-

pared

¬-

pared to what I found on thosethose-

islands
those-

islandsislands , practiced openly for allall-

to

all-

toto see : Aleuts in the servitudeservitude-

ofof the U.SUS. . Fish and WildlifeWildlife-

Service

Wildlife-

ServiceService .

It really shocked me !

At a dinner given for me andand-

the
and-

thethe village council on St51.. Paul-

Island
PaulPaul-

IslandIsland by the Very Rev . Mark-MarkMark-

ary

Mark-

ary

Mark-

ary

-

ary Baranoff , the Aleut peoplepeople-

spoke
people-

spokespoke freely about racial dis-

crimination
disdis-disdis-

crimination
¬-

crimination and their deprivadepriva-depriva-

tion
depriva-

tion
¬--

tion of free citizen'scitizens' rights .

Rev . Baranoff had spent 2424-

years
24-

yearsyears on St81.. Paul and was thethe-

ecclesiastic
the-

ecclesiasticecclesiastic superior of the RusRus-Rus-

sian

Rus-

sian

¬-

sian Church on the islands and-

the
andand-

thethe entire Aleutian chain .

Humiliating TreatmentTreatment-
The

Treatment-
The

Treatment-
TheThe people talked freely-

about
freelyfreely-

aboutabout : non-equalnonequal-- pay for equalequal-

work
equal-

workwork , better jobs given to lessless-

qualified
less-

qualifiedqualified non-NativesnonNatives- while Ale-

uts
AleAle-Ale-

uts
¬-

uts were available , dictatorialdictatorial-

power
dictatorial-

powerpower of the manager who atat-

the
at-

thethe same time was the USU.s. .

. . Commissioner , adoption ofof-

Aleut
of-

AleutAleut children by non-NativenonNative-

people who eventually tooktook-

them
took-

themthem "outsideoutside" " without any inin-inin-

vestigation
in-

vestigation
¬-

vestigation by territorial or fed-

eral
fedfed-fed-

eral
¬-

eral authorities of qualificationsqualifications-
ofof the adoptive parents ; derogaderoga-deroga-

tory
deroga-

tory
¬-

tory remarks about theirtheir-
Church

their-
ChurchChurch , and humiliating treattreat-treat-

ment
¬.-

ment of Aleuts by non-NativenonNativenon-NatjveNatjvenonNatjve-
people

nonNative-
people

-

people on the islands ..

Worse Than ShockingShocking-

All

Shocking-

All
_

All that was shocking indeedindeedindeed-

but
indeed-

butbut at that time I didn'tdidnt' realizerealize-

that
realize-

thatthat the worse had yet to come .

Removal DecidedDecided-

In
Decided-

In
Decided-

InIn 1962 or in the beginningbeginning-

ofof 1963 in one of his newsnews-news-
letters

news-
letters

¬-

letters Senator Bartlett informedinfonnedinfonned-
Alaskans

informed-
AlaskansAlaskans that the USU.s. . Fish and-
Wildlife

andand-

WildlifeWildlife Service had decided toto-

retrain
to-

retrainretrain the Aleuts on StS1.. GeorgeGeorge-
and

George-
andand St . Paul and then remove-
them

removeremove-
themthem from those islands , allall-

this
all-

thisthis to be done in 10 years .

Aleuts do not mind to bebe-

retrained
be-

retrainedretrained . They are willing andand-

able
and-

ableable to learn and acquire newnew-
skills

new-

skillsskills , but they definitelydefmitely do not-

want
notnot-

wantwant to leave the islands , theirtheir-
homeland

their-
homelandhomeland for 178 years .

In 1964 from an Aleut ,
whose home is on one of thethe-

Pribilof
the-

PribilofPribilof islands , I received inforinfor-infor-

mation
infor-

mation
¬-

mation that Aleuts on St .

George sent a petition to RobertRober-
tL

Robert-

LLL.. Bennett , director of thethe-

Bureau
the-

BureauBureau of Indian Affairs in-

Alaska
inin-

AlaskaAlaska , asking him to protectprotect-
the

protect-
thethe Aleuts on St . George andand-

S1
and-

StStS1.. Paul from the forcible re-

moval
rere-rere-

moval
¬-

moval of them off the islands .

According to the informant ,

they received no reply .

Plank 1414-

After
14-

After
14-

AfterAfter the 1964 RepublicanRepublican-
State

Republican-
StateState Convention included in thethe-
Republican

the-
RepublicanRepublican platform Plank No .

14 : "ProtectProtect" all Alaskan NaNa-NaNa-

tives
Na-

tives
¬-

tives ' lands and property rightsrights-
especially

rights-
especiallyespecially on the islands of St .

Paul and St51.. George " an AleutAleut-
infonned

Aleut-
informedinformedmeinformedinfonned me that the U.SUS.. . Fish-
and

FishFish-
andand Wildlife Service started toto-

spread
to-

spreadspreadspreadrumorsrumors that Aleuts willwill-

be
will-

bebe permitted to remain on the-

islands
thethe-

islandsislands , provided they lease fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe federal government theirtheir-
own

their-
ownown land and their own houseshouses-

Lease
houses-

Lease
houses-

LeaseLease Your HornHomesHomes-

What
Homes-

What
**

What would non-NativenonNative- peopeo-peo-

ple
peo-

ple

¬-

ple in Alaska say if they wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe told that in order to continuecontinue-
toto reside on their property

theywouldthey would have to lease it fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe federal or state government ?

It is very significant thatthat-

while
that-

whilewhile the USU.s. . Fish and WildWild-Wild-

life

Wild-

life

¬-

life administration calls AleutsAleuts-

"Natives
Aleuts-

"Natives"NativesNatives" " and even calls thethe-

Russian
the-

RussianRussian Church a "NativeNative" "

Church , at the same time theythey-

insist
they-

insistinsist that Aleuts are not thethe-

aboriginal
the-

aboriginalaboriginal people of the PribiPribi-Pribi-

lofs
Pribi-

lofs
¬-

lofs .

I suggest that these federalfederal-

bureaucrats
federal-

bureaucratsbureaucrats consult Webster'sWebstersWebster's-

dictionary
Webster's-

dictionary
'

dictionary which says : "NativeNative" ,

syn . aboriginal ."
Historical Background-

The
BackgroundBackground-

TheThe group of Pribilof IslandsIslands-

were
Islands-

werewere discovered in 1786 byby-

Gerasim
by-

GerasimGerasim Pribilof who becamebecame-

lost
became-

lostlost in a heavy fog , while at sea ,

and whose boat finallyfmally drifteddrifted-

to
drifted-

toto one of the sand beaches ofof-

St
of-

StSt . Paul Island .

After Pribilof started to exex-exex-

amine
ex-

amine

¬-

amine the surrounding area , he-

soon
hehe-

soonsoon found fresh traces of aa-

hunters
a-

huntershunters ' camp .. The camp waswas-

an

was-

anan Aleuts ' camp . At that time-

Aleuts
timetime-

AleutsAleuts didn'tdidnt' live on the PribiPribi-Pribi-

lofs
Pribi-

lofs
¬-

lofs , but they regularly huntedhunted-
sea

hunted-
seasea otter and fur seal there .

First SettlementSettlemen-

tUpon

Settlemen-

tUpon

Settlemen-

tUponUpon hisrus return to Unalaska ,

PribilofPribilofreportedreported his findings toto-

the
to-

thethe manager of the ShelikhovShelikhov-

company
Shelikhov-

companycompany andandd suggested estabestab-¬-

lishment of a small settlemensettlementsettlement-
onon St . Paul .

Pribilof was a responsibleresponsible-

manman and a navigator of fame .,

His recommendation was followfollow-follow-

ed
follow-

ed

¬--

ed through and in the same yeayeasyearyear-

a

yeas-

a

:

a small group of Aleuts and-

Russian
amandand-

RussianRussian Promyshlenniki (hunthunt-hunt-

ers
-.

ers) were sent to StS1.. Paul to livlivelive-

and
live-

and
(

and hunt there . Aleuts havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen living on StSt.. Paul and St ...

George ever since .

Alaska PurchasePurchase-

At
Purchase-

At
Purchas-

eAtAt the time of the AlaskiAlaskaAlaska-

purchase
Alaska-

purchasepurchase in 1867 , the aduladultadult-

Aleut
adult-

AleutAleut population on St . Paul-

consisted
PauPaulPaul-

consistedconsisted of 276 inhabitants oofof-

both
ofof-

both

:

both sexes , and on St . GeorgeGeorge-

of
George-

ofof 140 of both sexes Most oofof-

those
of-

those
'

those Aleuts were offsprings oofof-

the
ofof-

the
.

the original settlers .
Unexcelled SealersSealers-

At
Sealers-

At
Sealers-

At
'

At the time of the first AleutAleut-

settlementsettlement on the PribilofsPribilofs-

Aleuts
Pribilofs-

AleutsAleuts were already unsurpassedunsurpassed-

furfur seal and sea otter huntershunters-

ItIt was the Aleuts who mademade-

the
made-

thethe Shelikhov , and later on the-

RussianAmerican
thethe-

RussianAmericanRussian-AmericanRussianAmerican- companiescompanies-

rich
companies-

richrich by their skill in hunting andand-

skinning
and-

skinningskinning those marine mammals .

To this day Aleuts remain un-unun-

excelled
unun-un-

excelled
¬-

excelled in their herding ., killkill-killkill-

ing
¬-.

ing , skinning and scraping peltspelts-

of
pelts-

ofof the fur seal .

Penguin of AleutiansAleutians-

II visitedvisitedStvisited-St-visitedStvisitedStPaul-St .
-

Paul and StSt-

George
St-

George the month durdur-dur-

ing
.George in May , ¬-

ing whichwruch the Fish and WildWild-Wild-

life
¬-

life vessel the Penguin goesgoes-

along
goes-

alongalong the Aleutian Chain hiringhiring-
additional

hiring-
additionaladditional Aleut force for thethe-

sealing
the-

sealingsealing season . '

Federal administrators onon-

both
on-

bothboth islands have told me thatthat-

each
that-

eacheach year they hope and praypray-
that

pray-
thatthat enough Aleuts would comecome-
for

come-
forfor the season as it is only thethe-
Aleuts

the-

AleutsAleuts who know the processprocess-
of

process-
ofof sealingsealing-

Special-, Special ClubsClub-
sIncidentally

Club-
sIncidentally

Club-
sIncidentallyIncidentally , seals are killedkilled-

with
killed-

withwith special clubs and have toto-

be
to-

bebe killed with only one blow onon-

the
on-

thethe head , otherwise , pelts willwill-

be
will-

bebe ruined .

The administrators have told-
me

toldtold-
meme that the permanent AleutAleut-
force

Aleut-
forceforce on the islands is absolutelyabsolutely-
indispensable

absolutely-
indispensableindispensable as far as the sealseal-seal-

ing
¬.-

ing is concerned . They also toldtold-
me

told-
meme that in all thisthis processprocess-

from
process-

fromfrom herding to scraping ofof-

pelts
of-

peltspelts , one wrong action on thethe-

part
the-

partpart of the sealers would ruinruin-

one
ruin-

oneone or more pelts .

So , on one hand Aleuts areare-

irreplaceable
are-

irreplaceableirreplaceable in our sealing inin-inin-

dustry
¬.-

dustry , and on the other handhand-
the

hand-
thethe Fish and Wildlife ServiceService-
wants

Service-
wantswants forcibly to remove themthem-
from

them-
fromfrom their homeland . Why ?

Grab The LandLand-

Nowhere
Land-

Nowhere
Land-

NowhereNowhere in the USU.S. .. do thethe-

federal
the-

federalfederal employees , and especialespecial-especial-
ly

¬-

ly those in the administrativeadministrative-
positions

administrative-
positionspositions , live as uncontrolleduncontrolled-
and

uncontrolled-
andand as luxuriously as they do onon-

those
on-

thosethose islands .,

Live in Mansions-

The
MansionsMansion-

sThe

Mansion-

sTheThe homes of the adminisadminis-adminis-

trative
adminis-

trative
¬-

trative personnel are not justjust-

comfortable
just-

comfortablecomfortable houses , they are-

mansions
areare-

mansionsmansions ,, and year after yearyear-

new
year-

newnew and costly improvementsimprovements-
areare made .

Exclusive PoolsPool-

sThen

Pools-

Then
Pools-

ThenThen these federal employesemployes-
want

employes-
wantwant hothouses , play grounds-
for

groundsgrounds-

forfor children , and swimmingswimming-

pools
swimming-

poolspoolspoolsBoth
Both islands are natural playplay-play-

grounds
play-

grounds
¬-

grounds as there is no traffic ,

no forest , no animals and nono-

strangers
no-

strangersstrangers on thoseUJ.oseUJose. islands toto-

bother
to-

botherbother children . But they havehave-

pressed
have-

pressedpressed for exclusive playplay-play-
grounds

play-
grounds

¬-

grounds right in front of their-

houses
theirtheir-

houseshouses where Aleut childrenchildren-

wouldn't
children-

wouldn'twouldn'twouldnt' be permitted to come .

. . CtftfrchcKllrchucKllrchCliilrchu"- Land PressedPresse-
dUnfortunately

Presse-
dUnfortunatelyUnfortunately for the adminadmin-admin-

istrators
admin-

istrators
¬-

istrators , the land surroundingsurrounding-
thethe federal housing belongs toto-

the
to-

thethe Russian Church , and therethere-there-

fore
there-

fore
¬-

fore cannot be bought or concon-con-

demned
con-

demned
¬-

demned . Many , many effortsefforts-

have
efforts-

havehave been made by the adminis-adminisadminis-

tration
adminis-

tration
-. .

tration to usurp the land , eveneven-
to

even-

toto the point of destroying thethe-

old
the-

oldold Aleut cemetery .

So far , every attempt hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen unsuccessful and it appearsappears-
that

appears-
thatthat in the not too distant fufu-fufu-

ture
fu-

ture
¬-

ture , the ChurchChutch will finallyfmallyfmally-
get

finally-
getget patent to that land .

Now I expect a question ::

What has the Church land to dodo-

with
do-

withwith the forcible removal ofof-
Aleuts

of-
AleutsAleuts from the islands? TheThe-
answer

The-
answeranswer is: Everything !!

So Long As They WorshipWorshi-
pAccording

Worsh-
ipAccorc

Worshi-
pAccordingAccordingAccorcing to ArtiArticlele 4 ofof thethe-

Treaty
the-

TreatyTreaty of Cession.theCessionthe" ... .. churchchurch-church-
es

¬-

es which have been built in thethe-

ceded
the-

cededceded territory by the RussianRussian-

government
Russian-

governmentgovernment shall remain in thethe-

property
the-

propertypropertypropertyofof such members ofof-

the.church
of-

thechurchthethe.churchthechurchthe-churchthechurch.-...churchchurch. residents in the terter-ter-

ritory
ter-

ritory
¬-

ritory as may choose to worshipworship-

there
worship-

therethere . "
As long as Aleuts remain onon-

the
on-

thethe islands and worshipworshipinin thosethose-

churches
those-

churcheschurches , the land belongbelohg to thethe-

Church
the-

ChurchChurch , and therefore thethe-

Aleuts
the-

AleutsAleuts .. Remove the Aleuts offoff-

the

off-

thethe islands and then there willwill-

be
will-

bebe no one to worshipworsl p in thosethose-

churches
those-

churcheschurches and the 'ChurchChurch' landland-

wouldwouldould cease to be the propertyproperty-
ofof the Church and the Aleuts .

Simple , is it not?
Treaty UnstudiedUnstudied-

No
Unstudied-

No
Unstudied-

NoNo , it is not.. UnfortunatelyUnfortunately-
forfor the Fish and Wildlife ServiceService-
it

,

it has not studied the TreatyTreatyofofofof-

Cession
of-

CessionCession . Article 3 of thatthat-

Treaty
that-

TreatyTreaty reads as follows : " ... .ifif.if-

they
...if-

theythey (inhabitants ) should preferprefer-
toto remain in the ceded territory ,

they with the exception of the-
uncivilized

thethe-

uncivilizeduncivilized tribes , shall be adad-adad-

mitted
ad-

mitted
¬-

mitted to the enjoymenttnjoyment of allall-

the
all-

thethe rights , advantages , and imim-imim-

munities
im-

munities
¬-

munities of citizens of thethe-

United
the-

UnitedUnited States , and shall bebe-

maintained
be-

maintainedmaintained and protected in thethe-

See

the-

See(See PRIBILOF , Page 11)11)

' .



. PribilofPribilofCon-

tinued

PribilofCon-

tinued(Continued from Page 8)88)-

free

8)-

free

)

free enjoyment of their liberty ,

property , and religion . '
Aleuts were the first NativesNatives-

who
Natives-

whowho became Christian , first whowho-
learned

who-
learnedlearned to read and write , andand-

first
and-

firstfirst who were given full RussianRussian-
citizenship

Russian-
citizenshipcitizenship . Hence , Aleuts in

1867 were a fully "civilizedcivilized"civilized-

tribe
"civilized-

tribe
"

tribe . " Instead of deprivingdepriving-

thethe Aleuts of their rights thethe-

federal
the-

federalfederal government according toto-

the
to-

thethe Treaty of Cession , shallshall-

protect
shall-

protectprotect their rights , because anyany-

international
any-

internationalinternational treaty signed byby-

the
by-

thethe United States is the law ofof-

the
of-

thethe United States .,


