
nuclear transport
sparks statesuitstate suit

JUNEAUJUNIIAU gov steve cowper
has directed the state of alaska to sue
the federal government over a reagan
administration plan to permit japan to
fly highly toxic nuclear plutonium to
europe with a refueling stop in
alaska

in a 16 page suit filed late last month
in ILSUS district court in anchorage
the state says the federal government
violated federal law by failing to take
proper safeguards to protect alaskasalaskansalasnsAlaskans
and their environment

the suit seeks to stop plans to ship
thethi plutonium until officials have ful-
ly complied with fcfedereal environmen-
taltalprotectioriprotection laws which require an
environmental impact statementstatemerii before
undertaking potentially hazarhazardoushazardoudou s
activitiess

for momonthsitsiths my administration has
attemptedattemptedto to reach a satisfactory&satisfactory ar-
rangementrangerrangementnent wiwithith the state department
and other federalagenciesfederal I1 agencies that con
vinces meme alaskansalaskasAla skans and our environ-
mentmantwillmentwillmentwillwill be safelysafelfsafe if one jfOforthoseofthosethose
plutonium carrying planes goesses down
nenearbyarbil1 cowper saidsald


