Diocesan Assembly

-

Orthodox priests
fly to St. Paul on
ings of Angels

by Futher George PletnikolT
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PRIBILOF ISLANDS — A
stronghold of Russian Orthodoxy i
Alaska for 200 vears, S1 Paul 1sland
was the site for the recent 16th
Uhicesan Assembly meeting ol the
Diocese of Suka and Aluska,

Alaskans  representing  Orthodox
churches as far away as Ketchikan,
boneau, Kodiak, Hhawmmoe amd Dill-
mgham guthered on the uny Benng
Sea islandd. Actually, the invitstion was
twolald — St Paul also s celebrating
it 200th anniversary a8 an Aleut set-
Hement this year, and city-sponsored
festivities punctuated church business
mectinps and services throughout the
week of Sept. 18-25

A chanter Might, subsidized by
Hecse Aleutian Alrways, ransporied
cleryy and laymen from Anchorage In
lermitional 1o St Paul,  Dubbed
"Wings of Angels.”" the Might was
prected by a welcommg party that in
Cluded most ol the  lownspeople.
Members of the volunteer Dire depart
ment rolled a red carpet runper acmss
the must-colored soll of the runway
amnd  each passenger receiwved g
welcoming bouguet of fresh Mowers,

Among the honored guests was the
Kight Rev, Bishop Gregory of Alaska,
who oversees the Diocese of Sitka and
Aluski, He was joined by more than
i thozen parish Elil:,'ﬁlh who participated
in daily worship services ot Saints
Peter and Paul Church.

Foculty members friim St Her
man’s Seminary in Kodiak also were
wmong the visiiors, iy were many men
pnd women whi are active in their
local churches

A high spot of the assembly meeting
included the mid-week  amval ol
Metropolitan Theodosius, who Aew in
from MNew York. The metropolitan,
who was once Bishop of Alaska, now
serves 88 the Ornthodox Church in
Americas spiritual leader for Canada,
the United States and Mexico. He also
is archbishop of Washington,

Among several orders of business,
the Diocesan Assembly unanimously
passed a resolution supporting the
responsible fur seal harvest by the
ple of St. George and St. Paul. !1:?&
resolution also reinforced the church's
position that the Aleuts have boen good
stewnrds of the resource, for both sub-
sistence and commercinl/economic

rposes, and that they have “*lived in
respectful harmony with nature for
centuries. ™

Other business included
from each parish, an update on the
work to bulld 8 monestary on Spruce
Istand off Kodiak, sl of a
hooklet outlining pa laws and
guidelines, election of officers and
arreement to conduct a parish-by-
parish census among the Ornthodox

¢ in the state.,

In Alaska, there are 86 Orthodox




