Mlcroane Phone
System Links Towns

A telephone system .similiar
to that proposed for 142 villages
in"rural ‘Alaska by RCA: Alaska
Communications has been com-
‘pleted in'Southeast Alaska, RCA

‘. ‘Alascom ofﬁclals announced last
week."

Providing 'a microwave lmk-'

between''Sitka and: Juneau, the
system was constructed by' RCA
Alascom under contract by the
' Alaska Communications System.
1 'Most of the Southeastern vil-
lages affected’ have ' previously

. been served only by radio com-

munications such as those avail-
able through ham operators,
RCA hds proposed  to bring

similiar. changes ‘to other rural”

Alaskan villages when it takes o-
-ver the:Alaska Communications
System;. now. operated by. the
+Air Force.

" Sale.of the system™for-528.4.
‘million ‘to RCA has been ap-. -

\proved by President Nixon: but
 is still: subject’ to approval and
certification by the Alaska Pub-
lic Service Commission and: the
Federal  Communications Com-
v-misnon y !

The state’ commission began
hearings on the transfer June-29
to decide whether to grant RCA
basic certification to operate the
current ‘ACS’system and 'to de-

. termine what improvements are
. to'be allowed in the system.: | .

Addressing  the  commission
July 13; Gov. Keith Miller said

.that the émbhc interest will best
- be serve

by early’ certification .
‘of RCA Alaska Commumcatlons i
as a long lines carrier. . '
But, he urged that the ccm—
fication be limited at this time

‘to! the authorization of services

heretofore furnished by the'Ala-
:ska Communications ' System,
primarily along distance carrier. -
RCA has sought authorization to
provide ‘additional services such..

.as direct - distance d:almg and

eventually live TV.
:Miller“indicated | that. he be-
heved “adequate service and rate-

.improvements” must come be-

fore technical innovation. ;
Relief from  the currentlong -
distance communications bottle-

nmecks; he said, should be fur- '
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nished, wherever possxble, by ex-
‘. ‘case basis with state officials and

nstmg roiutes.
'Concerning RCAs proposal

1o install a very high frequency

‘or microwave telephone system

in 142 villages, Miller said that

the carrier should carefully .re-

,,"prqposal
! state-imposed reqmrement to ac-
“complish the syltem on a pnon-
'\ ty basis, |

i progmm is some

view each village on a case by

then' be authorized to proceed
rather ‘than . receiving approval
for the entire package.

" 'He suggested that some . of
the ' villages - might better  be
served by ' satellite technology
than by 'VHE radlo and reiter-
ated the State’s support for an :

~ultra’ 'modern ' telecommurica-
: g;m for all ofAlaska includmg

llages. :
 RCA has said that with m
was responding to a -

. This priority bam in ruml
Alaska calls first for a telephone

-t.system to be expanded later to

mclude ‘other ' communication
cesmchashv;’t:lew:on. .

questionable. re-
ot practical’ at

the present time to consider in-

away. !
(At the hearing, Miller con- |
tendcd that the‘State should




