
Rural Youth Corps ProgramProgram-
FacingFacing Some Obstacles

The'The' Neighborhood YouthYouth-
Corps

Youth-
CorpsCorps in ruralruralareasareas ,. one ofof-
Ole

of-
theUieOlethe few anti-povertyantipovertywlti-povertywlti-- programsprograms-

which

programs-

whichwhich has gotten off thethe-
ground

the-
groundground in Alaska and has

been praised widely by NaNa-NaNa-
tjve

Na-

tive
-¬-

tivetjve leaders for its effectiveeffective-effective-
ness

effective-
ness

-¬-

ness , is meeting withwitholrwithobobolrob-obolr-
stacles

ob-
stacles

¬-

stacles and may be curtailedourtalled .

But Ransom Dick ,. the newlynewly-

appointed

newly-

appointedappointed head of theUle RuralRural-

Development

Rural-

DevelopmentDevelopment Agency whichwhich-
sponsors

which-
sponsorssponsors the youth programprogram-
under

program-
underunder the Economic OpporOppor-Oppor-
tuni

Oppor-
tunity

-¬
tunitytuni Act , says efforts areare-
being

are-
beingbeing made tnInto extend the propro-pro-
gram

pro-

gram
-¬-

gram as far as possible andDudmidDud-

meet
mid-

meetmeet the areas of greatestgreatest-
need

greatest-
needneed .

One ofor the biggest obolrob-obolr-
s

ob-
stacles

¬-

stacleslcless that the programprogram-
faces

program-
facesfaces , oddly enough , is thethe-
war

the-
warwar in Viet NamNom whichwhich-
threatens

which-
threatensthreatens to drain off fundsfunds-

and

funds-

andand prevent the funding nana-nanat-
ionwide

na-
tionwide

-¬-

tionwide of NeighborhoodNeighborhood-
Youth

Neighborhood-
YouthYouth Programs this summer .

Other obstacles include thethe-
difficult

the-
difficultdifficult task of communicacommunica-communica-
tion

communica-
tion

-¬-
tion andandcoordinatlOlandcoordinationncoordinationcoordinatlOlcoordinationn). , amongamong-
the

among-
thethe sponsoring agency8gencyagency, otherother-
agenciesagencies , and the residentsresidents-
ofof the outlying communitiescommunities-
themselves

communities-
themselvesthemselves.

Last month fluidsfundsBeads for thethe-
rural

the-
ruralrural Neighborhood YouthYouth-
program

Youth-
programprogram becamehecame exhaustedexhausexhaustedC-

ontinual( CantlnuoContinualContinualan" onan Page 8)8)
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under the current program aidandand-
this

and-
thisthis necessitated the layinglaying-
off

laying-
offoff of all the youthyouthunderunder thethe-
program

the-
programprogram , approximately 600 .

ApplicationApplicl'tionApplicltion' haahhas18 beenIx> en mademade-
for

made-
forfor federal funds on a 90-1090109010-
matching

9010-
matching

--

matching basis for a secondsecond-
program

second-
programprogram to1.010. start soon but soso-
far

so-
farfar thistJus program has not beenbeen-
approved

been-
approvedapproved , leaving a gap .

Some confusion arose withwith-
the

with-
thethe "laylay" off" last month .

Village leaders indicate thatthat-
it

that-
itit was "suddensudden" " andand-
"caught

and-
"caught'caughtcaught"caught'""' them by surprise ."

-

"WeWe" had just got 8s taHedtedtadted-
good

tad-
goodgood andanil then wham , on Febeb .

19 we were given the mesFettageage-
toto1.010. stop hiring as of FelFFe } . 1515-
WId

15-
slidandWIdslid on KebFeb1< 'ebeb' .. 282! we werejtoidwere toidtoldtoid-
that

told-
thatafterFebthat those who worked jifteriteriafterterter-
FebFeb. 15 would probably I\( notnot-
get

not-
getget paid , " one leader saidsaill .

Typical of the reactionreactio\reactioreactiopreactio1.0\, to1.010.1.-
0the

to-
thethe layoff , Daniel LisbourneLisbouLiabou e ,

of Point Hope , a supervisorsuperv sorsotsor-

in
sot-

inin the programprogrlll11 , gave fhisthisthis-
example

hishis-
exampleexample . \

A girlgirlwhowho had been doingdoing-
well

doingdoing-
wellwellcQokhadtrainingtr81t11ng to be a cookcjokcjok-
had

cQok)
had taken the place ofofthe\thetheto\She

regular cook in the school'sschoolsschool's-
preschool

school's-
proschool

'
pre-BchoolpreBchoolpre-schoolschoolpro-schoolpro--- program . TheThe-
regular

The-
regularregular cook 'hadhad

'.

had gone to aa-
National

a-
NationalNational Guard encampmentencampment-
atat Anchorage .

When the girl was termitermi-termi-
nsted

¬-
natednsted , the school8chool programprogram-
was

program-
waswagwas without a cook . TheThe-
girl

The-
girlgirl was also inItI tears becausebecaullebecaulle-
beheving

because-
believingbelievingbeheving she would be emem-emem-
ployed

em-
ployed

-¬-
ployed longerlongt> r , had contractedcontracted-
forfor a washing machine, onon-
time

on-
timetime . It was the first suchsuch-
machine

such-
machinemachine her family had everever-
had

ever-
hadhad . With the "suddensudden" " terter-ter-
mination

-¬termination
,
mination , she envisionedenvisioned-
losing

envisioned-
losinglosing not only her investinvestrinvest-investr-
ment

invest-
ment

¬-

ment in the machine . butbut-
being

but-
beingbeing unable to pay thetiletileaa-a-a-
mount

a-
mount

a-
mount

-
mount owing on it..,

Don Young , president ofof-
the

of-
thethe Village Council at Ft..
Yukon , while praisingpraismg thethe-
program

the-
programprogram greatlygreatiy , indicatedmdiindicated-
they

cutedcuted-
theythey were "caughtcaught" short" byby-
the

by-
thethe suddenness by which thethe-
program

the-
programprogram was chopped offoft .


