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REWARDSREWARDS-

OF

REWARDS-

OFOF MUSK OX PROJECTPROJECTO-

neOne of the most interestinginteresti"ginterestig" experiments was witneswitnes-witnes-

sed

¬.-

sed by this editor recently when he sow the work goinggoing-

onon at the UniversityUniversityofof AlaskaAlaskQ Musk OxOlt Project on thethe-

Yankovich

the-

YonkovichYonkovichYankovich RoadRood three miles from the universityuni versity . ThereTh6re ,

research is being conducted that may proveproVlt to be rereore-rereo-

wording

re-

warding

¬-

wardingwording agriculturally for the Native people of NorthernNorthern-

Alaska

Northern-

AlaskaAlaska .. TheTeTe forward-lookingforwardlooking- project is beingbein.g. directeddirected-

by

directed-

byby Professor John J . Teal , Jr . , professor ofofanimalanimalanimal-

husbandry

anima-

lhusbandry'andhusbandryhusbandry'andhusbandryand'-and
a-nd'-and
a-nd' human ecology .

Prof . TealTealandand his helpers are proving that thethe-

"Oomingmaks

the-

"Oomingmaks"OomingmaksOomingmaks"Oomingmaks/"Oomingmaksas" ,/"' as they are called by the Eskimos , areare-

easily

are-

easilyhandledeasilyeasily-handledeasilyhandledeasilyhandledas'- handledhandledasas domesticateddomesticatedanimalsanimals ." They requirerequire-

little
require-

littlelittle care as theytheyareare able to fend for themselves in thethe-
cold

the-
coldcold Arctic climate . The animalanimalrequiresrequires veryverrvery littletittl !_
foodfoodasas nature hashos built it to conserve what hee eats,ots .

The oomingmakoooomingmakingmak is a finefioe meatmemeat1t animalanimaanimalanimalandand ititalsoalso hashas-

fine

has-

fineunderwoolfinefineunderwool,underwool that is considered finer than cashmere .

This wool is shedshedeacheacheachspringspring at about six pounds perper-
animal

per-
animalanimalanimalandand this is valuedvaluedatat about 200 dollars . WhenWhe-
nthis

Whe-
nthisthis wool is spun into yarn , four ounces of it is said toto-
be

to-
bebe enough to make a sweater and the garment would bebe-
worth

be-
worthworth around 200 dollars . Under this estimation/estimationestimation20estimation /, 20 oror-

more
or-

moremore sweaters cancon be made from one animal.. ProjecProec-ProecProjec-Proec-
tions

Projec-

tions
; ¬-

tions from this in terms ofofaa score or more animals aa-

viiage

a-

villagevillagevii/ageviiage/ might bebeableable to taketoke care of , a considerableconsiderable-

cosh

considerable-

cashcashcoshcashincomeincome1comeincome, could be realizedreolized: by the village communicommuni-commun-

ities

¬.-

ties if they pursue the projectprojf'ctprojfct' seriously .

Prof.. TealTealsaidsaid there are plans to teach NativeNative-

women

Native-

womenwomen how to spin the oomingmakoomingmakwoolwoolwoolwithwithwithaa view ofof-

creating

of-

creatingcreating anon agricultural basebon
.
for economic lifeI ife in thethe-

For

the-

FarFarFor North .

The idea ofofcreatingcreating an industryindustryutilizingutilizingutilizingoomingmak: oomingmakoomingmak-

products

oomingmak-

productsproducts is a subject worth thinking aboutVlfaboutfabout , f it is takentokentoken-

seriously

taken-

seriouslyseriously , it could prove rewardingrewording tofootto UIut people in aa-

way

a-

wayway of improvingimprl> vil"lgvillg" economy in villagesvilla sseseit. Ith is a subjectsubject-
village

subject-
villagevillage councils and their people should discuss to seesee-
whether

see-
whetherwhether they couldcouldcomecome up with Ideas thatthatwouldwould helphelp-
Dr

help-
DrDr . TealTealandand his associates to establishestablishoomingmakoomingmak inin-inin-

dustries
in-

dustries
¬-

dustries thatt at couldcouldwellwellwellmeanmean considerable cashcosh incomeincome-
toto those Native communities who havehove never hadhodhodanyhadanyanyany-
kind

any-
kindkindkindofof industry in the pastpost .


