
Businessman
BusinessmanWrites
Writes About'About'About-
AlcoholismAlcoholism

90S905 O'ConnorOConnor' Rd .

FairbanksFairbank s , AlaskaAlaska-
Feb

Alaska-
FebFeb . 16 , 19661966-

DearDear Sir ,

SeveralSeveralstatementsstatements werewere-
made

were-
modemademodeode in the News-MinerNewsMinerNews-MnerMner--- , whichwhich-
I

which-
would

which-
wouldI would like to quote , andandaskaskask-

IOme
ask-

somesomeIOme questions concerningconcerning'.
On Jan . 1212,, 1966 the follofollow-followfollow-

ing

follow-

ing

> -

ing statement under ian ar-arar-
ticle

ar-
ticle

-

tideticle entitled "RecoiRecoi""Recommenda-"RecommendaRecommenda"Recommenda-
tions

"Recommenda-
tions

-

tions fMade' "
In

uHearing " " 22-
Authorization

2.
AuthorizationAuthor , * for, . ua statewidestatewide-
survey

statewide-
survey

, , uc, , u.
surveysurveyandandandstudystudy ofofalcoalco-alcoalco-

r

alco-
holism

alco-
holism

-

holism osas a serious mentalmental-
health

mental-
healthhealthhealthproblemrproblemoblem in AloslAlaska ."

"AlthoughAlthough"AIAI" though the IMenMentalMental-
Health

taltal-
HealthHealth Act of Alaska specifI-specifIspecifI-
cally

specifi-
cally

! -

cally excludes alcononsialcoholismalcoholalcoholismf-
rom

i smsm-
fromfrom' - - - the- ' - responslbolityresponsibilitylonsibility of ththethe-
Divi

the-
DivisionDiviDivisionsian of nentalMental Health, aa-
large

a-
largelarge percentageitage ofofcasesf rncasescases-
treated

cases-
treated

n

treated by socIalsocIalworkersacial viv-

iour

workers InIn-

our
in-

ourour state result in some iman-manman-

ner

man-

ner

-

ner from alcoholismalcoholalcoholI I sm ,,"" a rmem-memmem-
orandum

mem-
orandum

. -

orandum presented to thethe-
leg

the-
legislatorslegislatorsleg ' slaton says . "

3 . "ThatThat" action be takentokentoken-

on

taken-

onon allallofof the findingsflndons andandrere-rere-
commendations

re-
commendations

-
?,

commendations . . . "
On Feb. 1212/12121966,/

19661966aa state-statestate-
ode

state-
ment

state-
ment

---

ment was madeode as follows:

"TheThe" ministermIni ster pointedpOintedoutoutout-
that

out-
thatthat the Governor'sGovernors' CommitCommlCommit-Commi-
ttee

t-tt-
tee

¬-

tee onMentalon Mental Health PlanningPlannongPlannong-

found
Planning-

foundfound that alcoholismalcoholsm, is thethe-

malor

the-
majormaormalormajor| MENTAL healthhealhealthprobththprobprobprob-probl-
em

prob-
lem

-¬-

lem in Alaska . "
IIamam deeplydeeplyconcernedconcerned thatthat-

aa move to place alcoholismalcoholosmalcoholism-
ider

alcoholoalcoholism-
under

smsm-

underunderider the Alaska MentalMental-

salth
Mental-

Health
Mental-

HealthHealthsalth Act tsisI S now in progressprogress-
id

progress-
and

progress-
andandandcouldid could do great harm to aa-
complex

a-
complex

a-
complexcomplex disease involvingonvolvinginvolving-
many

onvolving-
many

involving-
manymany factors , and it isI swellswellk-
nowl'l

wellwell-
known

well-
knownknownknowl'lknowll' that the cures fromfrom-
psychiatric

from-
psychiatric

from-
psychiatricpsychiatric treatment' ' ' are al-alal-
most

al-
most

-' -

mosttost nilni1 . HaHowever thithiss is notnot-
my

not-
mymyly realrealconcernconcern . The realreal-

concern

real-

concernConcern is that ififIalcoholismifalcoholism-II0101coholalcoholism-
is

- coholI I , smsm-

isis ever placedpiacedpiplacedunderacedacedunderundunder< the Men-MenMen-

tal
Men-

tal
-

tal Health Act then dire concon-con-
sequences

con-
sequences

¬-

sequences couldcouldresultresult . AlAl-AlAl-

cohol
A-

lcoholics

¬-

coholicscohol ics could be sent to thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska Psychiatric InstituteInstItute-
onon the recommendationrec"mmendotlonrecmmendotlon" ofofcercercer-cer-
taon

cer-
tain

¬-

taintaon authorities . When thisthis-
becomes

this-
becomesbecomes oa reality then alcoalco-alcoalco-
holcs

alco-
holics

¬-

holicsholcs, who hadhod differdfferentdifferent, < polI-polIpolI-
tical

poli-
tical

-

ticalticalviewsal views couldcouldalsoalso bebebe-
sent

be-
sentsentit to the Institute by thethe-

same

the-

samesame authoritiesautho"tlesauthotles" . The stigmastigma-
attached

stigma-
attachedattached to the alcoholicalcoholoc inIn-
all

in-
allallallcasescosescases is15 badbadenoughenough toto-
offset

to-
offsetoffset any so-calledsocalledsocalledcure- cure.

The alcoholic would bebe-

branded
be-

brandedbrandedbrandednotided not only Onan alcoholicalcoholic-
but

alcoholic-
butbut also01so01 so aD mentalmentalcasecase .

So therefore , IIIobjectobject toto-
thl

to-
thisthisthl I phrase "mentalmental"mentolmentol"mentat'imentati"mentat'iwhen" "' ' whcwhenwhen-
appl

when-
applied

. .

appliedappl ied to alco'iolicsalcoiolicsolco'iolicsolcoiolicsolea '.oloesoloes. .

Sincerely ,

Clifton H . CundyCundy-
AA FairbanksFoirbankFoirbankII Business-BusinessBuBusiness-

man
sines s-s-s-

man
-

man


