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THE SAXMAN DANCERSDANCERSareare< shown In the lament of thethe-
Oyster

the-
OysterOyster Totem , the taletal e ofofaa chiefschch'efchief'schiefs'efef' ' 5 nn-

the
nephew who disregardeddisregarded-

thethe oldoldman'sman'smans' advice andandputput hish , s handhandIntointo the shell ,, only toto-
be

to-
be

to-
bebe caught and drowned by the incoming tide as his familyfamily-
wept

family-
wept

family-
weptwept . The Saxman Dancers include dances of I|layoyY , despairdespair-
and

despair-
and

despair-
andand historyhi story mIn their programs . They perform their own stylizedstylized-
Tlingit

stylized-
Tllngll

stylized-
TlingitTlingitTllngll dances as wellwellasas the moving dances of the HaidasHaldasHaidas-
and

Haldas-
and

Haidas-
andand the livelylovely dances of the TsiTsompshlansTsompshlansTsimpshions'

, neighboring' ' tlltribes' bes'
.
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THE OLDEST AND THE YOUNGESTYOUNGESTof of the SaxmanSeaman DancersDancers-
areare "GrandmaGrandma" " Bessie Denny , 100 , and littleIlIIle DalDaleDole* Denny , herher-
grandson

her-
grandsongrandson , 2. "GrandmaGrandma" " Denny tangsang a song telling the storystory-
of

story-
ofof the few years she has leftleftandandandwhatwhdtwhat theshe must do before sheshe-
goes

she-
goesgoes . She has taught the younger people of SaxmanSeaman the oldold-
dances

old-
dancesdances and the tales of the totem poles in the village parkpork .
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GRIZZLYGRIZZLY BEAR DANCER-DancerDANCER- Joe Denny here wears ththethe-

headdress
the-

headdressheaddress df the Grizzly Bear clan although he hhimselfhimselfISIS ofof-

the
of-

thethe Beaver clancion . The DennysDecays are an oldoldandandandnumerousnumnumerous> iuua familyfamily-

in

, u,

in10 Saxman . LeaderLaderL ader andandnorratorandnarratornarratornorrator of the Dancers is Joe Wil-WilWi-

llams

Wi-

lliams

-

hamslamsliams, who is also mayor of the village ., Also stillstili living' ,vng, tInIn-

the
in-

thethe villagevol loge is Mrs ., Alice HarrisHam 5 , 86 , who was one of the or011-011ori-ori011-

91001

ori-
ginal

-

gmal91001ginal 200 or more TlmgitsTllngltsTlingits who left the oldoldvoltageoldvillagevillagevoltage on TongasTangossTongassTangoss-
Island

Tongass-
islandIslandIslandandandandsettledsettledsettledinin the new villagevII loge of Saxman in 1894 .

Tlingit Folks ReviveRevive-
Traditional

Revive-
TraditionalTraditional Dances

Byy JUNE ALLENALLEN-

The

ALLEN-

The

'

'
The TlingitTlmgitTI mgtt villagevlll ge of Sax-SaxSax-

man
Sax-

man
Sax-

man

-

man IBIS located five milesmIles-
lIouth

miles-
southsouthlIouth of KetchikanKetdnkan on Revill-RevillR'vllI-R'vllIRvllIRevill-
agigedo

R'vllI-
aglgedo

Revill-
agigedo

{' -

agigedoaglgedo Island ,. theIll(' rainiestrlllniestrlllniest-
part

rainiest-
partpart of Alaska .

The residents of the s>s-
Indian

smallsmall-
Indian

mullmull-
IndllllIndianIndlll/lIndllll/ town , along with rmanymany-

other
many-

other
jj-

otherother of the Southeastern AlAl-AlA-
laska

A-
laska

¬-

aska IndiannIndians ,. oreare reviving th.ethetlJetlJe-
old

the-
old

.

old dances of their peoplepeoplt. toto-

prl'serve
to-

preserveprl'serveprlservepreserve' ierve the culturecui tur (' of theirtllelrtllelr-
grandfathers

their-
grandfathersfifiidtatherHgrandfathers, . -idtatherHidtatherH- ..

TheThp SaxmanS)ODlI/IODlII/ DancerslilCers , withWIth-

JO

wit-
hJJ, JO)( ) membersmembem rangingrunglng from UK1NHK())

years old to a littlehttle two-year-twoyeartwo-yl'lIJ-yl'lIJyllIJtwoyear-
old

twoyl'lIJ-
old

twoyear-
old

-- ''--

oldoldwIthwith his own specially dede-dde-
signed

(.¬-

signedsllPwd blanketbllilket andandcostumescostumes ,
perform twice a year at thethlthe-
Alaska 'AlaskaAlusku NativeNatlV(' BrotherhoodBrotherhood-
hall

Brotherhood-
hallhall .

TheTI\TITIprocpeds\(' proceedsprocpeds from theIheIhe-

dunceb

the-

duncesdancesduncebdunces are usedUI ed toro improveImprovimprove-
the

('
the buildingbUlldmg , which ,. likehkl'manyhklmanyhkl'many-
In

' manymany-

inin Southeastern ,. juts out ovOVerOVe-
rthe

over-
the

<

the water on pilingapilings .
Narrator of the dancesdunces isIS-

.JoP
is-

JoeJoe.JoPJoP. WilliamsWllhlUOs , also theIlle mayormayor-
of

mayor-
ofof the town , who retells thethpthp-

srones
the-

storiesstoriessrones that go with the totem

poles\1011's1011's1011s\ ' m11\11in\11Saxman88-
famqus

Saxman pnrkpark . TheThef-
amQus

The-
famousfamqusfamous LincolnLmcoln totem , nownow-

aserved

now-

preserved
now-

preservedpreservedaserved at the Juneau mumu-mumu-
8eum

mu-
seum

-¬-

seum8eum , camecwne fromtrom TongasaTongasBTongass VilVil-VilVil-
lage

Vil-
lage

¬-
lage , the original homehom !' of thethe-
Saxman

the-
SaxmanSaxman residents .

SaxmanSaXffiIlll neighborsnClghborsasneighborsasas well asas-
fascmalPri

as-
fascinatedfascinatedfascmalPri residents fromfrom-
nearby

from-
nearbynearby KetchikanKetchlkan look forwardforward-
toto theUle dancesd.UlcesdUlces. whichwInch are ala1-a1al-ala1-

Wllys

al-
ways

¬-
waysWllys different at each prepre-prepres-
entatIOn

pre-
sentation

-¬-

sentation .

The dancers perform thethe-
Dance

the-
DanceDance of the Seagulls ,. thethe-
Beaver

the-
BeaverBeaver Dance , MemorialMemorial-
DancesDancesanc'sancs( ' ,. the Oyster TotemTotem-

Dance

Totem-

DanceDance and many others , inIII-IIIin-inIII-
c1udlng

in-
eluding

-¬-

cludingc1udlngeluding the dance of thethe-
children

the-
childrenchildren performed to "whilewhile"whilea-

wlIy
"while-

away

"
awayawlIy thethp long , windywlOdy , rainyrainy-
mgh18

rainy-
nightsmghtamgh18nights" of SoutheasternSoutheastern-
AI

Southeastern-
AtAlAIAt askaabkaasks .

These proud descendants ofof-
tile

of-
thethetile fierce TlingitThngIt clans whowho-
roamed

who-
roamedroamed theUIP coasts of AlaskaAlaska-
not

Alaska-
notnot too many years ago , in10-10in-in10-

cludE
in-

clude
¬-

clude' the laughter , the sorrow ,

joy and painpam in the historicalhlltoricalhlltorical-
tableaus

historical-
tableaus

!
tableaus of theirtheu dances .


