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Endangered Species "EnclavesEnclaves" "" Proposed
The conceptconceptconceptofof ' "criticalcritical"criticcritic"critical-

habitat
"

habitatbabitat ""' or living space needed byby-

each
by-

each
.

each animalanfrital .listedlisted..listed "'; as " '-

an
a- n' anan-

endangeredendangeredendangeredoror threatenedthreatenedthreatenedspeciesspeciesspecies-

inin i'theUniteditheUnited!;
' the jt;, , United , States hashasbeenhasjbeenhasjbeen-

published
/beenbeent/ been-

publishedpublished hiin
.,
the Federal RegisterRegiste-

rytheInteriorvand
Register-

by
Register-

bybyytheInteriorvand;:
,
, thee '(,:Interiorterior"andteriorand"' and CommcerceCOnUncerceCommcerce-

Apartments
COnUncerc-

eI5epartnients
Commcerce-

DepartmentsI5epartnientsDepartmentsApartments ..

'ThisThis' Thislmoveis'ImoveisImove1 '{

, move will result in the ,

designationdeslgoation ' of critical'critical' habitathabitat-
areas

habitat-
areas

habitat-
areasareas , andjtbeanditheandandl ,l ( the

'

Identificationidentification ' ofof-

actions
of-

actions
of-

actionsactions which cancanan 'oror'
or cannot taketake-

pla
take-

place-, placeplaepla. :e oh01on' these lands orQrorQrwaters
'

waterswaters
. _ ., '

ThisnusThis: project is aaImajorImajormajormajor stepstePsteP-

forward
step-

forwardforward in ', the fightfilJtt! to save andand-

restore
and-

restorerestore endangered or threatenedthrethreatene-
dfish

:tenedtene-
dfishfish and ,.

, wildlife/wildlifewildlifeThewi1d1ifewildlife
'
./;'. The'The'Thei-

dentifICation
'Thei-

dentification

'

identificationidentifICationofof , thoseththose'areasthoseareasse ,\, areas)isis-

sorelysorely neededneeded
,

, by 1"II
",
; federalfederat\federatfederal'IfederalIfederatstate,,. '\. statestate-

and
state-

andandandI
,

I'° .' locallocalIlocalgovI*' governmentgov rm1entrm1ent1entI1entag,
I' agenciesagagencies-

who
nciesncies-

wild
'

whowild operateperpereonoperate!eon,
:on lands.orlandsorlands , .,

orr waterswatwater-
sinhabited

rs
inhabitedqinhabitedbyinhabited

q' by endangeredendagered oror-

tlueaterted
or-

threatenedthreatenedtlueaterted wildlife .

Federal,1Federal1Fe'deral"T'stateFederalTstateFe'der'alFederal' ' ,
""' state andana locallolocal-

government
a1a1-

ggovernmentg ernment agenciesgencies plus allaUaU-

interested
all-

interestedinterested_ _ _ nn_ _ _ orivateprivaten . - - - individualsmdividuals- - - . _ - and

organizations are'are' invited toto-

participate
to-

participateparticipate in thistls process byby-

submitting
by-

submittingsubmitting informationinfonn tion ' or mapsmaps-

that
maps-

thatthatdelineatingthe' would assistassistn' in! ,>
delineatingdelineating-

thethe 'criticalcriticalIt' habitathabi t ' of thosethose-

species
those-

speciesspecies ,',
;: on :'thethe' officialoffic al list ofof-

.endangered
of-

endangered..endangeredendangered.endangeredororor threatened species .

Concerned parties also maymay-
choose

may-
choosechoose to

'-

recommend
r-

ecommend
'-

reccmmen"d
r-

eccmmend' recommend" specificspecifIC-
kinds

specific-
kindskinds ,ofoac(factions, actionsons

,
they feel shouldshould-

be
should-

bebe
,

allowed oror disalloweddisallowed in thosethose-
areasareas . 'II' '
areas |\'
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InformationInfInfomiation'shouldInfomiationshouldima on 'shouldshould'shouldshould' '
bebe ' sentjbssentt ,

toto-

either
to-

eithereither ,
:' thetheDirector/DirectorDirector'DirectOr/, ' ,. "FOOI"andFOOIand"FOOI"and-

Wit
" Fish ;

'-
and

a-nd'andand'an-
dYl

'"

YltWildlife.4tWildlife4(Wit! dlifedlifel.,. ;, ServiceSrvicSrvic ;, 'WashingtonWashington"Washington
" '

,.
'

t- 'DCt- DCI,ID.C, D.CDC,.. '
,

',2024020240,20240fti20240fti, ,.
* *f or ,

,' thethe1,'' 'ii' ' Director ,.
National , 'MM'Marine.FislieriesMarine.FislieriesMarineFislieries'Marine.FislieriesS-
ervice

' Marineuine HI.FisheriesHIFisheriesHI.Fisheries-
Service

,, , ,
,.FisheriesFisheries.

Service
'
Service

.
,;' Washington ;, D.CDC

.
. .:, 20235.

, The " termtemitemi"habitat'couldtemihabitatcould"',
,"habitathabitat" "' ,' could'could' .bebe.

'

consideredconside'tedconsideted
'

{); 'toto
.'
to jr'consisty'of'theconsistyofthe'consisty'of'the-

spatialenvironment

'

consistc nsist 4

.'ofof\ofofthe.)?\ \;
' the

,

spatial'environmentlspatialenvironmentlspatialenvironmentspatial'environmentlwhere,
sp atial '!"environmentenvironment"'

/;
,'": wherewhere v-

-
vva\' '

-, a'
spspecieseciescies , lives1ives .. ItIt'includes4/'includesincludesnciudes/'includes

I' .11'..1all' allall-

'elements
all-

elements'elementselements' '

of that environment--environmentenvironment--environment-
land

environment'-
land

- '-

land'land'landland',' ,
andd ,' waterter areas , >' physicalphphysical-

'structure
sicalsical'-

structurestructure'structure' and topographytopography.floratopographyflora,;,.
flora ,.

fauna ,. climate ,,; ." human activity ,.
,

'-

and
a-

nd',and
(,
.thethe.the'l.thelthel. -',(, quality'); ", , and "chemicalchemical"chemical-

content
.,"'

'-

chemical
c-

hemical
'-

cJ
c-J' en1icalen1ica-

lcontentcontentauv'jE"Criticalofosofsoil(soilil ;, waterw ter andandairauv'jEauvjEaiair. ':
.

:,
,

"CriticalCritical'Critical"'
,

' habitatcould.behabitatcouldbehabitat7'could.behabitat7could.behabitat7couldbehabitat ? 'could.be"thecould.bethecouldbethe'could.be"the-
entire

'
.

"
thethe-

entireentireentire habitat or anyanyanyportioanyportionpprtioriportionportio bfofitofit-
'ne

itit-

'necessary'to'nene'necessary'tonecessaryto' necessafyss3ly
:; 'toto' the ' normalnonnanormalneedsor! .

rieedsorneedsorneedsneedsors-
urvival

" , oror-

survivalsurvival ofa speciesspeci s.
The following ;;vitalvit C, heedsneedsneeds areare-

rele
are-

relevantrelevantreleantrelevant'inrele antantin/'in'inin\in/
.,,'

\ in determiningdeteimining '

criticalcritical-

habitat
critical-

habitathabitat forforaa givengivenspeciesspecies :

(1)1(ljI )
,
; spacesspacecef.}?,"

'
forr-"nonnalr-nonnal

"

'

"-

normal
n-

ormal
"

normal;, Igrowthgrowth ,.
movementsmovement'-smovement- s ,.

' 'brtbrt6rf8r >''

"
territorialterritorialb-

ehavior
territorialb-

ehaviorbehavior ;
(2)2( ) .nutritionalnutritional'nutritionalnutritionalrequirements'nutritionalrequirements.

:' requirements ,.
suchsuchasas foodfQodgod( ,. water , mineralsjninerals ;

(3)3(3)sites( ) sites for breedingbr eding ,.
reproduction ,. or

.

rearing ' ofof-

offspring
of-

offspringoffspring ;
(44(4)4( }) cover or shelter ; or
(5)5(55(( ) other biological ,, physical ,.

or behavioralbehavioralrequirementsrequirements .
.FederalFederal. conservation actions -,'

involvingnvolv! lg criticalcricriticalcal habitats mayma-
yl

may-

includelincludecltrlJe
,

'thethe' developmentdevelopplent
,

ofof-
regulatIons

of-

regulations
,

regulations ,. land aridand waterwater-

acquisitionleasinltiUTangements
water-

acquisitionacquisitionacquisitionleasinltiUTangements, leasing arrangements ,.

federal/statefederalstate/ cooperation inin-

implementing
in-

implementingimplementing the ActAct., and otherother-
administrative

other-
administrativeadministrative , research ,. andand-
J.1ianagement

and-
managementmanagementJ.1ianagementJ1ianagement. plans and activities .

OfficialsOf cials
,
emphasized that thethe-

primary
the-

primaryprimary intentionintention of the Fish andand-

Wildlife
and-

WildlifeWildlife Service and the NationalNatioNational-
Marine

1al1al-

Marine
'

Marine Fisheries ServiceService underunder-
the

under-
thethe Endangered SpeciesSpeci s Act is toto-

protect
to-

protectprotect,, maintain ,;,; andandd restorerestor-
epresently

restor-
epresentlypresently endangered andand-
threatened

ndnd-

threatenedthreatened species .

Areas outside the present rangerange-
of

range-
ofof a speciesecies having a potential forfor-
affecting

for-
affectingaffecting a population maymay alsoIsoIso-
be

also-

bebe designated as critical .
They emphasized further thatthat-

there
that-

therethere may be many kinds of

\"
I,

actionsactionsti s
'

which;Wch '-

CcUt
C-

cUt'cancan beblbe7'cabe7ca
* '
carried

' ieiePOurrriedrriedoutPOuPOut
;

butoutt
&?' " ;:,wiwithlnwithinthin "thethe", ,

the :' criticaliticaic habitat ;: off aa' '

ft'speciesftspeciest-'speciest'speciesspecies,
,'? .-:'speciesspecies'

;
' thatthatwouldwouldwouldnotnot reduce its

:
,,. .numbersnumbers;.

'-

nuihberspt
n-

uihberspt'

n umbers ,{," !, 'distribdistrib"dlstribution11dlstribution11,'"distributionUoriUoril;l\l\lor' oror-
v

oror-
otherWise

or-
otherwise

v, otherwiseotherWiseadverselyadversely affectaffectitiit.1it1it .:,''
,,..

"
:
''\ 'AsAsIAscs'AsAs'"' ' :

sufficient/sufficientsufficientinformationsufficientinformatidnfficientinfonn/',:
,

, informationtion ' on ,

critical 'habitathabitat'\ is"gatheredgatheredis"gatheredisgathered"" forfor-
each

for-
each

.

each'each'
"" of the species nownow listedlisted., thethe-

Fish
the-

Fish'JlU1d
the-

FishFishFish'JlU1dFishJlU1d
'"! and

,
WildlifeW dlife ServiceSeivice and/orandorandor-

the
andor-

th
andor-

the
/

theth NationalNati nal Marine FisheriesFisheries-
SerVice

Fisheries-
Service

,
Service will , publish proposedproposed-
rulemakings

proposed-
rulemakings

proposed-
rulemakingsrule-makingsrulemakings- in the FederalFederal-
Register

'

Register .:"'," '
, f

, I *

"
.TheseThese. rulemakirigsiuIrulemakings'willrulemakingswillinakirig; 'willwill' identifyidentify-

spatial, spaspatialJrenvironmentsspatialtiali(environments'environments'
,;

,
includingincluding-

geographical
including-

ge
including-

geographicalgeographicalgeographicalboundariesge >graphical /boundariesboundaries/.', " boundariesboundariesIwhereIwherewhere.,
.-
where

w-

here.,
where-

possible'possible14possible14' , consideredcbnsidered to be criticalcritica-
lhabitat

critica-
ltabita

critic-
alhabitatfo'rhabitattabitahabitatfo'rhabitatfor! '"'' .forfor.fo'r.,. '

thethespecies-speciesspecies-. inin-

question
in-

'question
in-

question' . 'question'question ,

, allfederal_ TheThThe ', procedure ;: will permitpennit allall-

federalfederalfederal agenciesagencies'toagenciesto' to evaluate theirthei-
rprogra

their-
programsprogramsprograprogramsns for compliance with thethe-
Endangered

the-
EndangeredEndangered Species Act beforebefor aa-

final
a-

finalfinalfinalrulema\rulemarulema\; rulemakingrulemakingiing .:', ? "' + The ActAct-

requires
Act-

requiresrequiresrequires federal agenciesageneies to avoidavoid'an-
y

avoid-
any

'-

any
a-ny'
any actions thatthatgpuld\gpuldgpuldwould\ uld destroydestrdestroyordestroyor-
adversely

>y- 'ory- ory'ora-
dversely
'or

adverselyadverselymodifymodify any criticalcritica-
lh

critical-

habitathabitathbit t .

All agencies are encouraged toto-

seek
to-

seekseek the consultationconsul htion andand-
assistance

and-
assistanceassistance of the Secretaries ofof-

the
of-

thethe Interior and Commerce andand-
to

and-
toto use their authorities to furtherfurther-
the

further-
thethe purposes of the Act .

At leastleast'60least60'60 daysdys will be allowedallowed-

for
allowed-

forfor comments and'and' alternativealternativ-
erecommendations

alternativ-
erecommendationsrecommendations beforebeforep-
ublication

beforep-
ublicationpublication of.aofa.. final rulemakingrulemrulemaking-
on

kingking-

onon any specific designation ofof-

criticaJ
of-

criticalcriticalcriticaJ habitat..

In the ', future,. as new candidatecandidate-
species

candidate-
species 'Species forf , the endangered oror-

threatened
or-

threatenedthreatened , classification areare-
proposed

are-
proposedproposed ini1 the Federal Register ,.

'-

each
e-

ach'
each proposal , as appropriate ,.
willwillcontainwill-'containwill'containcontain-containcontain'contain-.

'

'aa' proposedproposedd-
esignation

proposedd-
esignationdesignation of critical habitat forfotfot-

that

"

that speciespecies .


