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-

babyanimals"PleasePlease" don'tdont' pick up babybaby-
animalslanimalsanimalsl ! " is the caution of AlaskaAlaska-
DepartmentDepartmentepartment of Fish and GameGame-
Fairbanks

Game-
FairbanksFairbanks Area BiologistBioJogist MelMel-

Buchol
Mel-

BucholtzBucholBucholtz .,

"NowNow"Now'isNowis" 'isis'' is the time of year whenwhen-
we

when-
wewe are starting to see the SpringSpring-
crop

Spring-
cropcrop of calvescalves,, pups ,. cubs ,. kits ,
goslings ,. ducklings , and otherother-
.kinds

other-
kinds

.-
kinds

k-inds.kinds of young wildlife ,"
Buchholtz said . "PickingPicking" up thesethese-
animals

these-
animalsanimals cancan: be dangerous both toto-

the
to-

thethe animal .andand., the person whowho-
picks

who-
pickspicks them up .."
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Normally , young animals thatthat-

seem
that-

seemseem to be wounded oror-
abandoned

or-
abandonedabandoned aren'tarent' that at allall..

According to Buchholtz , moose ,

squirrel ,. bird ,. duck and otherother-
wildlife

other-
wildlifeoccasionallyleavewildlife mothersmotbers will occasionally
leavetheythinktheir young in what theythey-
thinkthink isisaa safe place and go off forfor-

ashort
for-

ashortaashortshort while .uptheIf a concernedc'oncerned' person picks up
the animal and moves it, chanceschances-
are

chances-
areare it may never be re-unitedreunited'

-- withWith-

its
with-

itsits mother .

"SometimesSometimes" people will try toto-

bebebea, a substitutesupstitutsubstitutesubstituteother,
motherootherer , for the.,,

', t-

a
,{

baby animalsanunalsanunah ,." heherhersaidsaid . "PickingPicking"Picking-
up

"
up or holding babyba y animals isis-

prohibited
is-

prohibitedprohibited by state Or federal law ,
and beypndbeyqndbeygnd that , humans cancan-
rarely

can-
rarelyrarely taketaktaketakecarecare of all the needs ofof-
a

of-
aa young animalmalar .

,".""
,

Buchholtz said that even if aa-

wildwild animalm8Ian , is successfully raised ,
ittothet usually bannotkannot:;cannot,

bebebereturnedreturned toto-

ththeth wild.. Merelylyferelylylerely turningtur'pingturping' iti looseIQoseIQose-

could
loose-

couldcould result inn its starving toto deathdeath-

or
death-

oror beingbeing'caughtbeingcaught
'

caught by a predator .

In manymany '.casescases. the , animal willwill-

become
will-

becomebecome a nuisancenuisan e andnd must bebe-

destroyed
be-

destroyeddestroyed., especially in the casecase-
of

case-
ofof red squirrels .

A very real hazard in picking upup-

some
up-

somesome typestyp s of wildlife isis-

contracting
is-

contractingcontracting some type of disease .

Foxes 'areare'

are a well-knownwellknownwelI-knowpwelIknowp-- sourcesource ofof-
rabies

of-
rabiesrabies ,. , but 'aa'a ,.

number of otherother-
anirrial

other-
animalanimalanirrialanimalr4, jr4#; speciesspe ies v'.alsoalso,.;, alsoso*'

, canycarry it .
.PersonsPersons., .Personswhowho have been exposed toto-

rabiesrabiesbies '
;:' )
'
, mustm1St! undergo aa painfulpamfulpamful-

series
painful-

seriesseries ofofshotsshots . ,

, AnotherAnothervAnother'JAnotherJAnother4Yv4Ypotential4Ypotential' ' hazard ofof-
gettirig

of-
gettinggettinggettiriggetting tooo near young wildlife isis-

an
is-

anan: 'irateirate'iratemothermotherm ther ,. , Buchholtz said .
"."MooseMoose""":M: ose andad bear;,; and1da even"evenevensmaller"evensmaller"

even smallersmaller-

vildlife
smaller-

'wildlife\vildlifevildlife'wildlifewildlife' \; aufe speciesjianspecieLcspecies can causeiauscause seriousserious-
tt>\ injuriesmJuriesinjdriesj to humanshumans :." v\vv-
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an'animal'thatacrossacrOssacross- "an'animal'thatacros- sananimalthat"anan"
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wounded ,;
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'IiIit,r of all watch'Watch' fromfromaa !safesaleTe distance ,."
"

.BuchholtzBuchholtz., Bucbhol] tz advisesdvises ,. "thenthen"" then callall youryour-

l
your-

locallocallocall1 ca officeoffC'office'officeof' !' '

of the DepartmentDepaiim nt ofof-
FISh

of-
Fish:,'"FishFish

"

FISh1 VVand,
,
andand"GamedGame41" Game-GameGameandGame ,;;' ' -:' andnd well'bewellbewe'llwell'' '"{' bebe-

hapP
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