. Page 2.

’Dundra Tunes Wednesday, June ll 1975

“I may not agree wuh a word you say but I wdl defend unto death your nght to say rt.”

Swe o MMM

‘’Owned, controlled 'and ‘edited by Esknmd; -Indian, Aleut Publishing

Company, a corporation of Alaska nahves

i weekly, on Wednesdays.

Published at Fairbanks, Alaska,

452-2244,

Address_ all manl to Box 1287 Faurbanks. Alaska 99707

Telephone

Second ctass postage paid at, Falrbanks, Alaska 99701, i

Inc. Board of Directors, Executive

Eskimo, Indian, Aleut Publlshlng co

Committee:: Howard Rock, President and ' Chalrman of ‘the Board; Chris
Anderson, Executive Vice Pnstderm Mary Jane Fate, First Vice President; Betti
Farnl, Soeond Vice President; Jim Immel, Trcasunr.Jlmmy Bedford, Assistant

Treasurer; Tonl Jones, s«:rotary, ‘Daphne Gustafson, Asslstan! Secretary;
'HOWARD ROCKLEdllor ; (B

LetterExplains
Situation in
Bristol Bay

| .Chogguing Limited
P.O. Box 216
99576

Dittingham, Alaska
May 26, 1975

Mr. ‘Howard Rock

Rwular Mail (lncludlng Alaska,
Canada and other states)

Air Mail (including Alaska,
Canada and other states)

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

1 Year $10.00 6 Months $ 5.50

1. Year $21.00, 6 Months $12.00

Member of the Amerlcan Indxan Press Assocuatuon

MY GREAT LAND

(EDI TOR'S NOTE: There are many. vumrowqu the Alaska Native Claims.
Settlement Act (ANCSA). Some peopleare for it, otherssaidit fell short of what
Alaska Natives need. MY, GREAT LAND is written by ayoungwoman 18 years

" .old. A strong feeling?Yes. But it does maka i 9 “B she
. can’t and: won’t accept the ge ) of the settl st. as
close to her expressed it.) |
*x %

ALASKA! My, Great Land!. MINE'Mme" Perhaps that’ s

By SHARON GRAY

something I should have thought of before, before the white
man claimed her as his own. COME! I said, there isroom for
us all! How generous I was, how ignorant,

~ They came. The Russians, trappers, fishers, traders They
took what they wanted, did what they wanted, and then sold
us. WHAT! we said, You can not sell our great land, We were
here first! Quiet Natlve, we will settle this matter wrth you

later.

Sewards Folly. HA! GOLD! Twas not folly afterall More
came, many more. Come! 1 said, there is.room for us all.

Could I not see

yet? AllT could see was vast lands;

mountains; hills, rivers, not yet tred upon. I was so blind,
Americans, they called themselves, and with them came
their American way of life. Neat! Easy! I said, I must have
this life of luxury. I will still b¢ an Eskimo, but I'will just
make my life a little easier. And so I did. Poor deprived
Eskimos they called us. They ‘didn’t understand, I was

happy, I lived off my land, I lived in the beauty and peace of

my great land. I wasrich!
"Poor deprived Eskim os, we must educate them in our way
of life. They stole our children and sent them to lands we had

never seen or heard of before .

..to educate them in the

American way of life. Few. returned They had forgetten
how.to live the way they used to. Life washard in the village
and they were of little use. Still we managed to survive. -

OIL! More came, roads. buildings, brldges, progress..

.STOP! We said, we must make our claim before it is too'late!
Look what is happening to our Great Land! We confronted
our government with our case. Hmm, they said, you are
right, we'will settle this matter right away. Alaska must
progress! It was too late, We were handed this piece of paper
called “AN ACT.” This ACT was the settlement. AN ACT
drew lines all over our beautiful land, AN ACT. incorporated
our. people in this bewildering white mans way of dorng

business, AN ACT infected our mmds wrth dreams of

money, AN ACT will be our death.
. Is this true? How could this fair and just settlement
granted us by our wonderful fair and just government be our

death?How could they do this to us?1t was so easy. Few of
them have ever been in Alaska. None of them are capable of

understandmg how we feel about our land, how important it

is to our way of living. They: can not understand -and better

yet they justdon’t care. ‘Why should they? They wouldn’t be
benefitting in anyway:if they had given us a fair and just
settlement, fair and just under .terms acceptable to us
anyway. Sometimes I wonder 1f what their definition qf

“fair and just” is.

So what will happen to my people now that their culture

must die in order for them to survive? Aboriginal rights to
subsistence hunting and*fishing are hereby extinguished in
accordance to this ACT. In other words, my people who
eir lives may no longer do so; '
They must conform to these: white man corporations .to
make a living, I wonder who dreamed that one up?I wonder of
who could have possibly thought that this was a fair and just
way of making a settlement with us by krckmg our culture:
out the door and saying, “okay, we’ve given you what you ;
wanted  now .don’t bother. us about. aboriginal claims:
ymore.” How are the Natives going to run their'
corporations efficiently enough to make a profit when they
don’t know anythmg about running a corporatron or even

have lived off their land all

hat a corporatlon is? I'wonder?

il

(Oontlnucd on Page 6)

" Specifically we

'reaching frame of mind. E

. ATTENTION: Joff Richardson

Dear Mr. Rock:
This letter explains a situation in
Brlnol Bay . that indicates’ the

Sanke Lake Hatchery site.
we are addressing a more wide

.serious. diffocilties emergse. One .

sticking point does appear. However it
falls between the village and regional
corporations over who gets what from
the gravel sale proceeds. It matters not
to the people from FRED but draft

after draft travels around the horn -

while . the complex ' provisions of
revenue_sharing are explored by the
Native : corporations. Finally an
agreement is reached that directs
gravel uvomn to the regional
h this hassle
FRED waited pnhmlv reminding the
Natives from time to time that time
for action was dwindling. Now it \ns
time tosign.
But wait. A new wrinkle appears.
Early in the lease talks the village has

' . offered to exchange the lands at Snake

Lake for other State lands of equal

acreage. The State rebuffed that offer

on ‘unspecified ' grounds. It just
complicated things too much. But
now serious legisiative action churned
towards a Wood-Tikchik State Park,
Hearings in Dillingham indicated. :o
Tod Smith and Resource Committe
Ch. Nels Andk that the

the State of Alaska has problems with

the idea that Native lands are private :

property. The result is that a project
designed to remedy the decline of
Bristol Bay Salmon stocks could be
lost in the shuffle of changing
administrations and vague
negotiations. We. invite your attention
to this matter. Possible a good airing of
viewpoints would clear the air and

people who Iivod in the Wood River
drainage were not comfortable with
the Park concept. Smith, the leading
park. advocate, . found ‘out ' about
Choggiung's one time desire fora
exchange. Seeing a way. to gather local
support for the Park bill he urged the
State to reconsider. The object, as
viewed by Smith, would be to
-xehlnol such lands' within the
Park b faries that the

promouammﬁmhﬂw

"of positions.

First off, we introduce the players.
Lake .mmuk (Snake Lake) is
located about 17 air miles northwest

. of Dillingham. Once it and its many
feeder streams produced a rich run of

salmon. But the ravages of man and
most spectacularly the Beluga whale

" have reduced this spawn to a trickle.

The lake is drained by the Snake River
which. meanders haphazardly

southward more than 20 miles before.

it empties ' into a point on the

Nushagak - River more properly .

have such a field day on the Snake
Lake. Rather than entering the Bay in
a myriad of braided streamiets the
SnakeLake has a singlé deep channel.
Thus the Saimon smoit have only one
choice of entry into their futurehome
and the gaping jaws of large packs of

- Beluga have rather easy pickings.

The result of this course is. a
decimated salmon spawn. Enter
FRED, a division of the Alaska

MMM&MFHED

the point of no return. That is when
there are not enough natural returners
to keep the system alive. Snake Lakes
fits FRED's criteria. FRED applies to
BLM for a Public Works Lease and

m-i_dulthplammdudopa_
ke, When

rearing station on the La

asked ' for comment the

lage
corporation responds favorably but
points out that thé lands are village -

selected and requests that they be a
n!u:ﬂumhﬁom in view of

At this point the action becomes fast
and furious. The State pushes an eight
mile road into the proposed site. This
road work is ished without

accompl
benefit of a R-O-W and thus is in

wrespass on public lands throughout its

By not protesting the village tacitly:

mnﬂnmdwohetwmﬁmd!
the ch route

\;shouu. and impassable road mueh

Mdu-mtimoﬂnnmbeldu'

that a public works leass applications
is not the best uhlel:' for

environmental Impn . statement

gouge their way acrass the countryside :

the. BLM chooses to interim convey

the site todnvilon-dlowuvm-p
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vilm corporation would be in a
position ' to  benefit from ' park
development planning ' Such an
exchange ' would . at least partially
commit the  village to the park

concept.
So the State reconsidered and
reversed their position by offering to
discuss. the land exchange.
Throughout it all: FRED waited
patiently as time ticked off. Since a
lease agreeable to all parties  had

'dr-dy _been framed the -xe‘hargo )
o

m-tur The vmnp was faced with a
choice. Either sign the completed lease
or explore the possibilities of a trade.

parties met at the Division of Lands
ofﬁeo in Anehonol. A numb;r of

irst,
the exchange would be for equal value
lands rather than equal . acreage.
Second, thestatus of lands desired was
in question due to'a number of other
filings that preceded those of the
State. Third, the development

- potential of the available lands could

not be ascertained until a summer field
examination could be conducted.
Fourth, the State views gravel

dlﬂorently than  the regional -

corporation ‘and an exchange would
have to be on their terms because of
statutory considerations. All of these

difficulties made an exchange even:

more risky than the traditional bird in
the hand, two in the bush. Added of

point Dale Tubbs, Deputy Director of
Lands for the State, suggested that the
exchange talks be put off until some of

‘these foggy areas were cleared up. Why

not sign the lease said Tubbs and we'll
work on an exchange when we have
more information. Choggiung agreed.
Bristol Bay. Noﬂvocotpwlﬂon

t0o. The Division of Parks thought the

reasonable as well. But y

proposal wes
noquHuMGuna.

Vern Roberts represented Fish- lnd ]

Game folks  at this meeting. He
aspologized at ttu outset and stated
that he had no power to negotiate.
Then he said, “No land exchangs; no
Snake Lake project.” Everyohe
gasped, What sbout the lesse that we
worked ‘out? That was a differed
administration. It is totally
unacceptable 'now,. ‘A ‘number of
caucauses wers held in order to remind

suggested |
that might. make it acceptable. No
ises. Then he reminded those in
the mutln. thut the monies
the Snake' Lake
project mld revert to the general

fnmlllnﬁmmn‘lumw.lum

Simeﬁlunutl the State has been

‘' tightipped Althouﬂn ‘the village
. returned the signed lease agreement
. there has been no'action. While passing

Director of

through town Cari Rosier,
the Com thnrv.blvhlon
stated the new state demands. They

. wanted 8 20 year rather thana 10year

"(m‘thq status of the original
. agree . But the g (]
Play ball or the dollars interided to

lesson in power

Voltalre

remedy the Bristol Bay fish  disaster

‘would be spent somewhere eise. When
asked to put. their position in writing, - -

the State refused. When asked about
the good faith character of the original
discussions: the State avoided
comment. All in all the State seemed
to be teaching the village corporationa
politics. On  the
federal-front the village fared almostas
badly. Remember when BLM wes
going to nterim Convey the lands so
the village could manage their own

. affairs?Well that was the story that

the village believed while they wera
allowing the State to build the road
and develop the fish rearing site. But

‘now, nine months later, no |.C. has

issued. The BLM gave up management
control but never relinquished the
lands. So m one was in charge. 'I'ho
results are devel that
impact analysis ‘and it seems a long
road to nowhere. The. village
corporation doesn’t have anything but
alot of costs from all the meetins and
attorneys and the like. The village also
seoms ‘to be blamed locally for not
coming up with a deal because fish are
really important here. So its a good
hard lesson in land management. But
what tho hell does it prove? i

For ‘the of

' Fish and Game mmud the g gravel price

lowered. ' Bristol Bay  Native
Corporation responded by lopping 70
cents per yard from the price. Fish and
Game wants the term of a ‘lease
doubled.’ But the village recognizes
that the Department has a poor record
of employing Natives in the State even
though so many of them depend on a
fish based lifestyle. Maybe after ten
years the fish rearing station could
come undor Native non-pmﬁt

by the State law. Even if not why was
10 years acceptable at one point for
funding purposes and now it is not.
Finally, the State does not like the 5
year reappraisal clause.' The concept
was borrowed from the State’s own
land lease format. So if itis not a good

idea why don’t they putabetter onein =

writing. We think we are being handled
in ‘a  capricious manner by these
people. What do you think?

As it stands the whole thing will die
in‘less than a month. Monies once
aimed n rdaullding Bristol Bay and
the N rns
will be used for another purpose. We
think both the BLM and the State have
taken advantage of ‘a village
corporation that is brand new in the
land management busi But there
must:be another side to the story. The
names and phone numbers of the
major participants are listed so you
can track the story down.

Alaska 'Division of Lands - Dale
Tubbs - 279-5677

- . Bursau of Land Management - Al
344-966

Cutt -

Fish and Game - Vern Roberts -
465-4120

Alaska Division of Parks - Ncil
Johannsen - 2744676

We look f d to your at
to this matter,

Sincerely,

William Tennyson

President
cc: Mr. William Johnson - BBNC Land
Planner

Mr. Jack Moores - BBNC
Endnmnneldoﬁn

epresentative Nels = Anderson

chr-mﬁvo of District No. 16 ___

 Letterof
Appreciation

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,
EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE
HEALTH SERVICES AND
MENTAL HEALTH
ADMINISTRATION

PHS Alaska Native Hospital
‘Bethel, Alaska 99550
| . May 30,1976
P ospital ’
Service Unit |
1 would like to take this opportunity
to commend you for the job well done

during the busy mox of school
activities. Being your supervisor,

- | have noted certain thing worthy of

mention.
You have| pmemod a very pl-nm |

attitude d accepting i

and carrying them out. Your pleasant

personality and ettitude displayed '

" daily has been aeeqmd most warmly

Wﬁnplﬁmhlndm" Not just the
desire to perform the job, but the
(Continued or_n Page 11) ?



