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AIAla'scomAlascomAlascom' com Urges No Resistance
JUNEAUruNEAU , ALASKA - RCARCA-

Alask
RCA-

AlaskaAlaskaAlask Communications , Inc . ,

today urgedurged.stateurgedstate*'
>,.state leaders not toto-

resist
to-

resistresist the issuance of'of' permitspennits oror-

waivers
or-

waiverswaivers by thette! FederalFederal-
Communications

FederalC-
orrimunicationsCommunicationsCorrimunications CommissionCommiision< for
20 satellite .earthearth., earth"stationsearthstations." , stations whichwruchwruch-

RCA
which-

RCARCA Alascom wants to install inin-

rural
in-

ruralrural Alaska communities 'thisthis'this-
year

'this-
year

'

yearyear .
During a meeting with GovernorGovernor-

Jay
Governor-

JayJay Hammond,, the Governor'sGovernorsGovernor.sGovernor.s-
Task

Governor's-
Task

'.
Task Force on TelecommunicaTelecommunica-Telecommunica-
tions

Telecommunica-
tions

¬-

tions and legislative leaders ,. RCARCA-

Alascom
RCA-

AlascomAlascom President Stephen. D .

Heller and board chairmanchainnanchainnan-
Howard

chairman-
HowardHoward R.R.. . Hawkins said statestate-

objections

'

objections wouldwouldmeanmean furtherfurthe-
rdelay

furthe-
rdelaydelay in extendingextendingco-
mmunicationsCommunicationsommunications to bush Alaska .

They said RCA Alascom isis-

preparing
is-

preparingpreparing to install 20 satellitesatellite-
earth

satellite-
earthearth stations this year includingincluding-
televis

including-
televisiontelevisiontelevis on reception components ,

if FCC permitspennits or waivers areare-
issued

are-
issuedissued by May 19.99. . RCA AlascomAlascom-
has

Alascom-
hashas asked for FCCFCC waivers whichwlwhich-

can
chch-

cancan be issued if nonono'ob-

j

noob-

j' obj ection i s-

on
s-

on
s

on fileme .

If the state objects, the mattermatter-
will

matter-
willwill go before the FCC for aa-

dec
a-

decisiondecisiondec sion ,. which, the RCA AlascomAlascom-

officials
Alascom-

officialsofficials would cause unnecessaryunnecessaryunnecessary-
delay

unnecessary-
delaydelay .

Since the FCC prohibitsproJbits

procurementprocurement of equipment untiluntil-
the

until-
thethe necessary waivers arere issued ,.
statestatedelayinstallationobjection ,. could delay
installation of the earth stationsstations-
for

stations-
forforforaa fullll year .

evaluatingbidsTheThestatestate ispresentlyispresently evaluating
'-

earth
e-

arth
'-

earth
e-

arth
'bids for small earth stationstation-

equ
statio-

nequipmentequipmentequ ipment ,. not includingincludingt-
elevision

includingt-
elevisiontelevision components . These bidsbids-
have

bids-
havehave beenbeel! evaluated by RCARCA-
Alascom

RCA-
AlascomAlascom and it has beenbbeen-
determined

enen-

detennineddetermineddetennined that the state cannotcannot-
construct

cannot-
constructconstruct eartharth stations whichwlwhich-
will

chch-

willwill functionfun tion properly at anyany-
significant

any-
significantsignificant cost savingssavnglsav ngl .

,
RCA Alascom is regulated in allall-

respects
all-

respectsrespects of its operations by FCCFCC-

and
FCC-

andand the Alaska Public UtilitiesUtilities-
Commission

Utilities-
CommissionCommission in their respectiverespective-
areas

respective-
areasareas .

Mr . Heller stated ,. "TheseThese"These-

cOmmissi9ns
"These-

commissions
"

commissionscOmmissi9ns have the authorityauauthority-
to

thoritythority-
toto see that RCA Alascom rendersrenders-
adequate

renders-
adequateadequate service at reasonablereasonable-
rates

reasonable-
ratesrates . The state has fullfuU freedomfreedom-
of

freedom-
ofof action to represent publicpubl-
icinterests

publ-
icinterestsinterests before thesethesec-
ommissions

thesec-
ommissionscommissions .tt"tt-

MrMr . Heller added that thethe-

company
the-

companycompany will gog ahead with itsits-

applications
its-

applicationsapplications spSQso that it can buildbuild-

these
build-

thesethese stations without any furtherfurther-
delay

further-
delaydelay whichwhichwouldwould be detrimentaldetrunentaldetrunental-
to

detrimental-
toto those people in the villages whowho-

urgently
who-

urgentlyurgently need communicationsmunicatio s .


