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toward a comﬁromue negotiation  being deliberated ' by  the

Congress of the United States.

The powerful House committee on Interior and  Insular
Affairs under the leadership of Chairman Wayne As})mall of
Colorado and sub-committee Chairman James A. Haley of Florida,
labored longer and harder on this issue ‘than have they on any
other pending legislation. +At times there seemed to be no
choice of compromise and movement was not noticable for this

ear.

! National Tribal Chairmen from across the Nation were sum-

moned to the Nation's Capitol to meet with members of -the

Indian sub-committees. Agreement was reached that the Alaska

Native Land Claims Bill was the priority issue pending before

the U.S. Congress.

The National Tribal Chamnen s Association agreed that other
Indian legislation should be held in obeyence pending action on
the Alaska Native Land Claims Bill. At this time a decision was
made by Chairman Aspinall and Haley that Congtessman Begich
of Alaska and Native leaders must agree to a 40 million acre, and
$925 million bill and work out details or no bill would be
passed this year.

Agreement was reached, Native leaders committed to no
attempt . to amend the “Aspinall-Haley Bill”, H.B. 10367, in the
House of Representatives.

A bill has been reported out of committee and is now awaiting
House floor action. No attempt will be made by the Alaska
Federation of Natives for amendment. The Native people are
proud to respect a commitment to the full committee. on
Interior and Insular Affairs of the United States of America who
have 'guaranteed ' unanimous support to lead the fight on the
floor of the United States House of Representatives to guaran-
tee 40-50 million acres and $1 billion. I commend Senator
Jackson .for his outstanding leadership on this issue and feel that
most of the variances listed below will be corrected before the
Senate floor action.

1) Under Option I of the Land Grant Provisions the Native
Commission, not the Native themselves, select approximately
30 million acres of land.

2) Under Option I the land must be selected in blocks contiguous
to Native villages, rather than allowing ﬂexnbllny and some
free-floating selection rights.

3) Under Land Option II, the Natives would receive only 20
million acres of land in fee. An additional 30 million acres not
in fee would be allocated. The bill must provide a minimum of
40 million acres all in fee.

4) Under Option II the 10 million acres of economic potential
land is not in fee. Apparently the recreational land would be
granted in surface title only. Unless full fee is given the econo-
mic potential of recreation land could be destroyed by develop-
ment of the sub-surface estate which would not be owned by
the Natives. Similarly fmlure to convey sub-surface estate on
land  selected for timbe: tential could prove unfeasible.
Moreover, according to B , there is not timberland of presen
commercial vakie in Alaska outside the National Forests, and
under - the ' bill Natives cannot select the National Forest
lands.

5) The 10 million acre economic selection is not a priority selec-
tion, but on an alternating basis. Natives should also own
surface title to lands selected for mineral potential to avoid
any conflict between surface and sub-surface users.

6) The 20 million acres of subsistence permits is a completely
inadequate substitute for fee title lands.

7) Sub-surface title under both options would apparently rest
with the services corporation rather than the regional cor-
porations. . The Native Commission would under Option I
play a greatly increased role in land selections. Natives must
be given the right to select their own land.

8) The  Native Commission under $.35 is not comprised of
a majority of Natives.

9) Seven regional corporations, rather than twelve
. corporations, are established.

10) There is no assurance that pending allotment applications in

BIA as well as BLM can be processed through completion. Natives
cannot be required to give up pending allotment applications.

11) The bill gives certain options to certain Native reservations
All reservations should be treated alike and should: be given the
options of retaining the reservations, taking the reservation in
.fee, or participating as a Native village under the land provmons
of the bill. In any event, individual Natives should share in the
money provisions of the Act.

12) Nookisut is eliminated from the list of villages. There is no
__justification for this action. That village has been on all village
lists and should remain on the list subject to meeting 'the
qualification terms of the Senate bill.

13) Twenty million dollars of Federal appropriated funds may be
set aside for the establishment of municipal governments in Alaska.
This should be an additional $20 million available only. for
establishment of municipal governments, rather than a permis-
sive allocation of part of the existing $500 million.

14) The bill provides for a referendum option by the Natives on
land selections. In order to achieve the best bill from the con-
ference, the Senate must go in with a single proposal of not less
than 40 million acres in fee selected in part on a free-floating
basis ahead of State selections.: The option approach seriously
diminishes chances of a good conference bill.

15) The forced allocation of .funds between the Investment Cor-
poration and the services-regional corporations. is inconsistent
with Native self-determination.

16) The land is exempted from tax for only a 12 year period.
This must be increased to at least the year 2000.

17) The restraints against alienation are only 12 years, rather
than the 20 year period required by the Natives.

18) The Urban and National Corporations are inconsistent with
Native heritage and self-determination which favors enrollment
back to Alaska villages.

The Alaska Federation of Natives have been informed that a
Senate minority report will contain the recommended changes
listed below:

regional

p-m. in the Traveler’s Inn Ball-
room. Mrs. Dixon has consented
to answer questions after pre-

senting her speech.
James Thomas, the “Eloglint

- Tlingit” who delighted audiences

during past banquets, has accep-
ted an invitation to be the Mas-
ter of Ceremonies again this year.
Thomas now has his own con-
sulting firm in Washington, D.C.

Donations of food are arri-
ving this week for the exclu-
sively '~ Alaskan meal. 250
pounds of sheefish and arctic
char will be provided by the
Kotzebue Sound Area Fishery
Co-op, Inc.

Arrangements for the dona-
tion were made by Co-op mana-
ger Wilfred Land and State Rep.
Ed Naughton (Dem.-Kodiak).
Naughton is chairman of the
new and effective caucus of bush
legislators.

“Mr. Reindeer,” Thomas
Johnson of Nome, has again
volunteered two whole, boned
reindeer for the stew. Johnson,
veteran herder and well-known
Northwest Alaska businessman,
has pleased diners with his tasty
reindeer during past banquets.
Johnson is owner of the North-
west Reindeer_Processing Com-
pany.

The banquet will begin with
an invocation from Father Nic-
holas Kompkoff. ' Father Komp-
koff, an Aleut, is the Russian
Orthodox priest at Tyonek.

Entertainment ' during - the
evening will be provided by a
team of Chipewa-Cree dancers
from the Rockey Boy Indian
Reservation in Montana. The
dancers will also be performing
before delegates to the conven-
tion of the Alaska Federation of
Natives.

John Angaiak; an Eskimo
from Bethel who is earning his
way through the University of
Alaska by compesing and sing-
ing folk songs, will sing three

song in the Yupick dialect.  An-
gaiak was well received last year
when he sang at the banquet in
Anchorage.

The  banquet will climax a
historic meeting of the Alaska
Federation of Natives which be-
ans in Fairbanks . on - Friday.

any of the nearly 300 delegates
from Native villages throughout
the state are expected to attend
the feast.’

_ Other dignataries planning on
being at the affair inciude Go-
vernor and Mrs. William A. Egan,
Senator Mike Gravel, Congress-
'man Nick Begich, former Con-
gressman Howard Pollock, for-
mer Governor and Mrs. Keithk
Miller, BIA Area Director Mor-
ris  Thompson, Mr. and Mrs.
Eben Hopson, State Senators
Jay Hammond, Terry Miller, and
Willie Hensley, Fairbanks Mayor
Julian Rice, Lt. Governor H.A.
“Red” Boucher, University of
Alaska President Dr. William R.
Wood,
Chairman John Carlson, and
AFN President Donald R. Wright.

Earlier in the day, Mrs. Dixon
will be hostéd at a luncheon
reception in the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Neil Bergt, where she
will meet members of the TUN-
DRA TIMES board of directors
and the paper’s staff.

From a rather modest begin-
ning the TUNDRA TIMES ban-
quet has achieved a special status
among Alaska dinners. . It is
everything from an occasion
when prospective political candi-
dates try to make an appearance
to_an opportunity to greet old
acquaintances.

TUNDRA TIMES Editor Ho-
ward ‘Rock, having correspon-
ded over a period of many
months with Jeane Dixon, has
now gained en. % confidence
to predict that the ninth annual
TUNDRA TIMES Banquet will
be the event of the year in
Alaska.
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A. VILLAGE LAND SELECTIONS

North  Star. Borogh. .

Sixteen to eighteen million acres in and around Native villages
with a minimum of three townships per village and a maximum
of seven depending on: population. - All selections to be made
from lands within the 25 townships'surrounding each village.
This land would be granted in full fee title regardless of whether
or not the village may fall in a National Forest, Wildlife Refuge,
Pet. Reserve No. 4 or in a tentatively approved State selection.
Villages in the Southeast would receive only one township per
village. Fee title land located within a Wildlife Refuge would
always be subject to all Federal rules and regulations governing
that refuge

B. REGIONAL LAND SELECTIONS .

The balance of 40 million acres of land to be selected on a land-
loss basis by each respective Native Regional Corporation. These
land selections may be made without restrictions as to location,
except that they must not take any land from National Parks
or Forests nor from Wildlife Refuges. Full fee title would be
granted. - Selection of these lands would take precedence over
any additional State selection until completed. All land selec-
tions will be made by the village and regional corporations. - Vil-
lages will hold title to the surface estate of village selections, while
regional corporations hold title to all sub-surface and ‘regional
surface estates.

1|
A ma)onty of ‘the mcmbers of the Commission should be
Natives. ;
111

All one-quarter blood Alaska Natives, including those now
living on reservations, should share in the monetary proceeds of
the Act. Natives living on_ existing reservations
the following option concerning their land:

1. Retain the existing reservation as it is.

2. Obtain fee title to the existing reservation. = .

3. Terminate the reservation and participate like other Native

. villages under the land selection provisions of the Act.

Senator Ted Stevens and Senator Mike Gravel will be asked
to support this report and floor amendments will be offerred
to correct the defects of S. 35 as reported from committee.

If these changes are made on the Senate floor—then all parties
concerned, the Administration, the Senate, the U.S. House, the
Alaska Federation of Natives are in agreement near enough for the
free conference committee to reach 'ment and settle once

- and for all this very human and vital issue for the mutual benef't

of the United States, Alaska, and Alaska Native people.
MY HUMBLE REQUEST IS FOR TOTAL COOPERATION
OF ALL PARTIES CONCERNED’

ould have -

Claims Bills
Jeopardized

The Rules Committee of the

U.S. House of Represemmves,

meeting Tuesday moming in
Washington, declined considera-
tion of a date for debate on the .
Alagka Native land claims bill
on the House floor.

Alaska Congressman Nick Be-
gich indicated the reason the
Rules Committee did not act
was because letters they received
from conservationists and cham-
ber of commerce in  Alaska
showed a sharp division of opi-
nion on the laAd claims issue
among Alaskans.

A story published in Tues-
day’s Anchorage Daily News,
described a clash between Be-
gich and the State Chamber of
Commerce. The NEWS quoted
Begich as stating, that the Cham-
ber’s stand on the claims was
“the greatest single threat™ to
passage of a bill during this
session.

Water Rights...

(Continued from page 1)

During the Monday confer-
ence, which was called for dis-
cussion on Indian matter exclu-
sively, Morton also commented
on recent congressional action
on Alaska Native land claims.

Acknowledging that “there is
a consensus among the Execu-
tive and lawmakers of both par-
ties” on the land claims question,
Morton said that he was gratified
to see the Senate and House
Interior Committees report out
legislation similar to that sought
by the Administration.

Morton indicated he believed
the land claims to be very close
to a settlement. He was hopeful
that other proposals in the Ni-
xon Administration’s Indian le-
gislative package would be acted
upon favorably by Congress.

Sen. Hensley . ..

(Continued from page 1)
Alaska's congressional delegation

The BIA was urged to work
closely with the State and com-
munities in advance of actual
construction in order to make
sure that the needs of the people
are incorporated into the design
and eventual curriculum content.

Mr. Hawkins agreed to travel
to Kotzebue in late October
to participate in a meeting of the
Kotzebue, Barrow and Kobuk
area school officials and school
members.

The purpose of the meeting
will be to describe the plans
of the state and the BIA in
future school (secondary) con-
struction and methods by which
the communities will be involved.

A plea: was made by Senator
Hensley and Harper for the crea-
tion of ‘a Director of Native
Education who would oversee '
the spending of Johnson O'Mal-
ley funds—which ' are appropri- -
ated specially for Native stu-
dents.

A request was also made for
the BIA to find a means by
which 9th and 10th graders at
Edgecumbe could get home for
Christmas. = It was noted that
being 'away from home was a
serious strain for many children
who are apart from their parents
for the first time.

Senator Hensley also met
with Senator Ted.Stevens and
Indian  Health *Service. director

" Dr. Emery Johnson concerning

the water and sewer projects of
the PHS.

Hensley complained about
the waste of public funds due to
poor. engineering by the PHS.

' He explained that the Kotzebue

water and sewer project was
repeatedly dug up and replaced
causing” subsidence of the soil
in the entire community. .
Senator Stevens and Dr. John-
son agreed to visit Kotzebue
and other sites to review water

. and sewer projects before Jan-

uary.



