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By THOMAS RICHARDS , JR .

Washin ton
interior Secretary RogersRogers C.BCB. . .MortonMorton

.
Morton , duringduringaressduringaaaressaressc-

onference
presspress-

conferenceconference in WashingtonWash gton on Monday , announcedannounce [ thethe-
creation

the-
creationcreation ofofaa National Indian Water Rights Office .

The action was taken bybythethe Administration , explainedexplained-
Morton

explained-
MortonMorton , in response to the needpeed for better protection ofof-
Indian

of-
IndianIndian water .

The new office , he stated ,
will be funded in the amount ofof-
two

of-
twotwo million dollars during itsits-
ftrst

its-
firstfirstftrst year of operation . The USU.s.. .

Geological Survey , the InteriorInterior-
Department

Interior-
DepartmentDepartment Solicitor'sSolicitorsSoHcitor'sSoHcitors' Office ,
and Indian representatives apap-apap-
pointed

ap-
pointed

-¬-

pointed with the consent of thethe-
Tribal

the-
TribalTribal Chairman'sChairmans' ConferenceConference-
will

Conference-
willwill provide the expertise requirequi-requi-
red

¬.-
red in functioning to protectprotect-
Indian

protect-
IndianIndian water rights..

Demands from Indian leadersleaders-
for

leaders-
forfor better protection of IndianIndian-
water

Indian-
waterwater resources have intensifiedintensified-
inin recent months.. Bureau ofof-
Indian

of-
IndianIndian AffairsMfaits water rights authoautho-autho-
rity

autho-
rity

-¬-

rity William H. Veeder has bebe-bebe-
come

¬.-
come a symbolsymbolofof the water

issue.

In August , Veeder receivedreceived-
anan ultimatum from BIA DeputyDeputy-
Commissioner

Deputy-
CommissionerCommissioner John O . Crow .

He was directed to either acceptaccept-
aa transfer to Arizona or be fired .

On August 30 , Veeder re-rereore-

fused
reo-

fused
re-

fused
-

fused the transfer and stated , hehe-
would

he-
wouldwould "notnot"" participate in thethe-
destruction

the-
destruction

"notfarticipatefarticipate
destruction of0 the Indian TribesTribes-
occupying

Tribes-
occupyingoccupying those Reservations "
which rely on the SouthwestSouthwest-
waterways

Southwest-
waterwayswaterways for their existence .

The order which would transtrans-trans-
fer

trans-
fer

-¬-

fer Veeder has been rescinded ,

Morton said . Louis RR.. Bruce ,
Commissioner of the BIA, toldtold-
the

told-
thethe Indian Press Association thatthat-
Veeder

that-
VeederVeeder will "almostalmost" certainly "
assist the new office , either asas-
its

as-
itsits chief legal counselcounseloror as itsits-
director

its-
directordirector .

Veeder , with 30 years ofof-
experience

of-
experienceexperience in water law withwith-
the

with-
thethe Interior Department , thethe-

Justice

the-

JusticeJustice Department , and thethe-
State

the-
StateState of Colorado , originatedoriginated-
thethe concept ofa separate agencyagency-
to

agency-
toto protect Indian resources .

The 60 year-oldyearold-- water authoautho-autho-
rity

.¬-

rity has charged that a conflictconflict-
of

conflict-
ofof interest exists in the InteriorInterior-
Department

Interio-
rDepartmentWliileDepartmentDepartment-WliileDepartmentWliile. -WhileWIiile Interior isis-
'charged

is-
charged'chargedcharged' with thetheprotection'protectionprotection-protection'- ofof-
Indian

of-
IndianIndian rights , it has also beenbeen-
conducting

been-
conductingconducting programs which rereore-rereo-

sult
re-

sult
¬-

sult in the reduction of IndianIndian-
resources

Indian-
resourcesresources , said Veeder .

(Continued on page 6)6)
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)During
1-

)During
1-

)During
)

During the Monday conferconfer-confer-
ence

¬.-
ence , which was called for disdis-dis-
cussion

dis-
cussion

-¬-

cussion on IndianIndianmattmattermattmatterr excluexclu-exclu-
sively

exclu-
sively

¬-

sively, Morton also commentedcommented-
onon recent congressional actionaction-
on

action-
onon Alaska Native land claims..

.
Acknowledging

,
that "therethere.there"' isis-

a
is-

aa consensusconsensconsensuss amongamong the ExecuExecu-Execu-
tive

¬.-
tive and lawmakers of both parpar-par-
ties

par-
ties

¬-

ties" on the land claims question ,

Morton said that he was gratifiedgratified-
toto see the Senate and HouseHouse-
Interior

House-
InteriorInterior Committees report outout-
legislation

out-
legislationlegislation similar to that soughtsought-
by

sought-
byby the AdministrationAAdministrationistration .

Morton indicated he believedbeUevedbeUeved-
the

believed-
thethe land claims to be very closeclose-
to

close-
toto a settlement .. He was hopefulhopeful-
that

hopeful-
thatthat other proposalsproposats in the NiNi-NiNi-
xon

Ni-
xon

¬-

xon Administration'sAdministrations' Indianlndian lele-lele-

gislative
le-

gislative

¬-

gislative package would be actedacted-
upon

acted-
uponupon favorably by Congress .


