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MUSK OX CALVES-ThisCALVESThis-- year'syears' young calvescalves-
are

calves-
areare nonchalantly passing by their herder Bruce

By PAUL WILKINSONWILKINSON-

COorCOor'DorDor('00 " .ngmakngmak. ' - the domesticateddomesticated-
musk

domesticated-
muskmusk ox<!x .

_
Part 5. )

The purpose of the Musk OxOx-
Project

Ox-
ProjectProject is not to raise domesticadomestica-domestica-
ted

¬.-

experimentalfarmsted muskmuskoxenoxen on experimental
farms , nor even to run them onon-
commercial

on-
commercialcommercial farms .. The aim ofof-
the

oo-
the

f
the Project is to provide anan-
opportunity

an-
opportunityopportunity for those peoples ofoo-

to
f

> thetoe ArcficArcArct ' whowho are interested toto-
acquire

to-
acquireacquire herxjsheNt.sheNtshe.s for themselves unun-unun-
der

¬.-
der the supervision of the ProPro-Pro-
ducers

¬.-
ducers ' Co-operativeCooperative-- .

It is hoped that the first suchsuch-
herd

such-
herdherd in the world will be startedstarted-
jn

started-
ininjn Alaska in 1972 .

The location of his herd hashas-
not

has-
not

s
not yet been decided , for itit-
depends

it-
dependsdepends on many complex facfac-ffac-
tors

c¬,-
tors , suchsuchasas grazing rights andand-
equitable

and-
equitable

d
equitable settlement of the LandLand-
Claims

Land-
ClaimsClaims Bill.."

The choice of a location forfor-
the

for-
thethe first commercial farm willwill-
obviously

will-
obviouslyobviously have to depend toto-
some

to-
somesome extent on the musk oxox-
itself

ox-
itselfitself , for the farm will have toto-
be

to-
bebe located in an area with suffisuffi-suffi-
cient

¬.-

cient food and water for thethe-
animals

the-
animalsanimals . Above all,. however ,. itit-
will

it-
willwillpeopleinvolvedbe the interest of the peoplepeople-
involvedinvolved which will be the decideci-deci-
ding

¬.-
ding factor .

The task of the Musk OxOx-
Project

OOx-
ProjectProject will be to provide thethe-
initial

the-
initialinitial textile training . The oror-oror-
ganization

¬.-
ganization and 'managementmanagement'' ofof-
the

oo-
the

f
the station will be worked outout-
jointly

ouou-
jointly

t
jointly by the individuals concon-con-
cerned

¬.-
cerned ,. the Producers CooperaCoopera-Coopera-
tive

¬.-
tiveProjectIn, and the Musk Ox Project .

In the early daysdaY $ of the stasta-stasta-
tion

¬.-
tion , the Musk Ox Project willwill-
act

will-
actact as an advisor when requiredrequired-
using

,.
usingexperienceinits 20 years of experience
in raisingraisipg domesticated muskmusk-
oxen

musk-
oxenoxen to provide information onon-
management

on-
managementmanagement and veterinary pracprac-prac-
tices

¬.-
tices .

Similarly , the Musk Ox ProPro-Pro-
ject

Pro-
ject

-¬-

ject will make available to thethe-
Cooperative

thth-
Cooperative

e
Cooperative and the commercialcommercial-
.fann

commercial-
.faun.fannfann.faunfaun.
. its expertise and contactscontactcontacts-
in

contact-
in

s
in the field of textiles , helpinghelping-
to

helpinhelpin-
to

g
to establish the qiviut industryindustry-
onon the firmest possible basis .

Increasingly ,. however ,., thethe-
responsibility

the-
responsibilityresponsibility for the success oror-
failure

oo-
failure

r
failure of the domesticated muskmusk-
ox

musk-
oxox industry will be transferredtransferred-
toto the Musk Ox Producers

*' CoCo-Co-
operative

CC-
operative

o-¬-

operative aindndand to the individualsindividualindividuals-
concerned

individual-
concerned

s
concerned . .

The farmfannfarm ,. ,
will'YillYill' probably bebe-

run
bb-

runrun by two herders and theirtheir-
families

their-
familiesfamilies ,. who will be paidpajdpaidaa goodgood-
salary

googoo-
salary

d
salary byby-bythe-

the,
,the CooperativeCooperativ inin-

acc
ii-

accordance
n

accordanceacc rdance .withwith.,, their high resres-resres-
ponsibility

res-
ponsibility

-¬-
ponsibility . KnittersKnitters'willKnitterswillKpitters'willKpitterswill.

.''-will
w- ill'

, con-concon-
tinue

con-
tinue

con-
tinue

-- ,<

tinue to be , paid for ', their workwork-
by

worwor-
by

k
-

bywillalsothe '' Cooperative , which will
alsoalsorso 'eventuallyeventually'; ev ntually become

-
respon-responrresponon-on-

-

Baker . The musk ox farm Is locatedtocat near thethe-
University

thth-
University

e
University of AlaskaAlaskaPhoto. -PhotoPhoto- by RUSS CARTIERCARTIER

MisunderstoodMiwnDomesticationAnimalMiwnDomesticationdersfiood AnimalAn'imalDo-
mestication

An'imal-An'imalAnimalAnimal-' -
Domestication AimsAim'sAimsAim'sto' totoBenefitBenefit Arctic People

sible forfot future textile trainintrainin-
classes

!
classes and the marketing of-
qiviut

oo-
qiviutqiviut products..

The precise way in which thethe-
farm

the-
farm

e
farm will be operated will dede-dede-
pend

¬.-
pend on the actual circumstancircumstan-circumstan-
ces

¬.-
ces of its location . It is safesafe-
to

safe-
to

e

to say that the animals will bebe-
managed

bb-
managed

e
managed much less intensivelyintensively-
than

intensively-
thanthan they are at the experimenexperimen-¬.-
tal farms , although they willwill-
still

will-
still

I

still have to be checkedcheckedregularlyregularlyregularly-
toto make sure that they are inin-
good

ii-
good

n
good health .

Because large areas of landland-
will

land-
willwill be available ,. unlike the situsitu-situsitu-
ation

¬.-
ation near Fairbanks ,. expensiveexpensive-
hay.feeding

expensive-
hayhay-feedinghayfeedinghay.feedinghayfeedinghay feeding-. will be very muchmuch-
reduced

muc h
reducedprobablybeprobablbe, and hayhaywillwill probablyprobably
be provided only as a supplesupple-supple-
ment

¬.-
ment to the diet ,. to 'attachattach' *' thethe-
animals

thth-
animals

e
animals to the farm and herders .

Fencing , another expensiveexpensive-
item

expensive-
item

e
item , will also bebemuchmuchmuchreducedreducedreduced-
and

,.
and it is hoped that in somesome-
cases

some-
cases

e
cases it may be possible to eliellell-
minate

¬.
minatetrainingthemost fencingfencingbyfencing-byfencingby-byby.by-.- trainingtrainintrainin-
the

g
the calves born on the comcom-com-
mercial

¬.-
mercial farms to be ranged .bytheThis will be greatly helped bybb-
thethe fact that the musk ox is notnot-
migratory

not-
migratory

j
migratory . The central part ofof-
the

oo-
the

f
the farm will have to havehave-
fenced

have-
fenced

e
fe

fencedfencedoffoff areas for breeding andand-
qiviut

anan-
giviut

d
qiviutgiviut collection .

The annualamual! routine willwill-
similar

bebe-
similarsimilar to that on the commercommer-commer-
cial

¬.-
cial farms . Most of the workwork-
wiU

worwor-
will

k
willwiU be concentrated in spring ,.
when calving and qiviut colleccollec-collec-
tion

¬.-
tion occur ,. andandarrangingarranging thethe-
selective

thth-
selective

e
selective breeding will also rereore-rereo-

quire
re-

quire
¬-

quire a certain amount ofofworkwork .
In brief,. the farm willwiJI be run inin-
such

ii-
such

nn-
oodsuch a way as to obtain a goodgood-

profit
good-

profit
ood

profit and to maintain the anianjani-aniani-
mals

¬.-
mals in excellent health .

The salary paid to the herher-her-
ders

¬.-
ders cannot yet be decided ,. butbut-
it

but-
itit should be high . The knittersknitterknitters-
will

knitter-
will

s
will continue to earn as much asas-
they

aa-
they

s
they want depending on howhow-
muchmuch time and energy they have .

'ItIt' It has been said that thethe-
domesticateddomesticated musk ox industryindustry-
willwill fail ,. just as did the reindeerreindeer-
industry

reindeer-
industry

r
industry . It is important , howhow-how-
ever

¬.-
ever to recall several facts :

Firstly ,. that the musk ox andand-
thethe reindeerreindee; are

'
very differentdifferent-

animals
different-

animalsanimals , and that muskmuskoxox
'
herher-

ding
¬.leavinghding does not involve leavingleavin g

homeh me .andand.. family for long perpperr¬.
iods to be with the animals..

Secondly ;, the economic benebene-bene-
fits

bene-
fits

¬-
fits to be derived from the donvdomdom--.

IesticIesticestesticateddomesticatedesticatedmuskleafedtedtedmuskmusk ox *'" are muchmuch-
greater

much-
greater

ilandlgreater than from reindeerr indeer , and-
they

and
ltheythey will be spread more evenly

'

throughoutevenlythroughoutthe community thanthan-
was.waswas., the'case'withthecasewiththe ' case ' with the reindeerreindeer-
industryindustry . ,

Thirdly ,. we are dealing withwithawith-
vcydiffer

wit-
hvery

a
"veryvery-vc-y-differvcydiffervery"- -,-differenfsociaranddifferenfnr--snrs-" cial-andcialandsocial and- econoecono-¬-

:
,

mic situation than existed earlier
in the century when the reindeerreindeer-
industryindustry was established .

Finally ,. lookinglooklookig"g'' back on itit-
we

it-
wewe can see that many ,. veryvery-
obvious

very-
obviousobvious mistakes were made inin-
establishingestablishing the reindeer indusmdusindus-¬.-
try. Knowing of these mistakesmistakes-
wewe must learn from them andand-
not

and-
notnot make them again .

The most encouraging factorfactor-
soso far has been the continuedcontinued-
supportsupport receivedreceivedsincesince its earliearli-earli-
est

¬.-
estProjectfromdays by the Musk Ox Project
from the native peoplespeoples of AlaAla-Ala-
ska

Ala-
ska

¬-

ska , both through their officialofficial-
organizations

official-
organizationsorganizations and as individualsindividuals-
There

individuals-
ThereThere could be no better guaranguaran-guaran-
tee

¬.-
tee than this of the success ofof-
thethe domesticated musk ox indusindus-indus-
try

-¬-
try .

It is important to rememberremember-
thatthat the musk oxen which havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen transplanted to parts ofof-
thethe North Slope ,., the SewardSeward-
Peninsula

Seward-
PeninsulaPeninsula ,. and elsewhere are notnot-
domesticated

not-
domesticateddomesticated ones , but wildwild-
musk

wild-
muskmusk oxen put there by thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska Department of Fish andand-
Game

and-
GameGame .

Villages which are interestedinterested-
inin the domesticated musk ox ,.
andmightbewhich thinktrunk that they might
be suitable for a musk ox farmfarm-
areare asked to contact the MuskMusk-
Ox

Musk-
OxOx Project .

Although it may seem ratherrather-
funnyfunny , the job of the Musk OxOx-
Project

Ox-
ProjectProject is to put itself out ofofaof-
job

of-
job

a
job , for the sign of its successsuccess-
wiD

success-
willwillwiD be when the Musk Ox ProPro-Pro-
ducers

Pro-
ducers

-¬-

ducers '! CooperativeCooper tive is managingmanaging-
the

managing-
thethe entire rnuskptuskmusk ox industry itit-itit-
self

¬.-
self ,. and when the Musk Ox ProPro-Pro-
ject

-¬.
ject is no longer needed even asas-
an

as-
anan advisor .

As similarsin lar commercial farmsfannsfanns-
are

farms-
areare slartedstarted in other parts of thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArctic ,. it would be desirable toto-
link

'

link the various cooperatives unun-unun-
der

¬.-
der the wing of anann InternationaInternationalInternational-
Cooperative

]

Cooperative , which would coco-coco-
ordinate

co-
ordinate

-¬-
ordinate designs , prices , andand-
quality

and-
qualityquality on an international basisbasis,,
thiiSthusth s assuring the maximum bene-benebene-
fit

-. >,
fit,. to all involved and guaranguaran-guaran-
teeing

¬.-
teeingte ing a high :

'

reputation forfor-
exCellence

for-
excellenceexcellence for alldl qivitu products . ',.

'ToTo'

an importantimpQftant degree , thethe-
success

the-
successsuccess 'oror'or' failure of the domesdomes-domes-
ticated

domes-
ticated

-¬-

ticated musk. ox industry throu-throu-throu-
ghbut

throu-
ghout

-.
I,I-

ghghbutghoutgh ut the world
,will be deterdeter-deter-

mined
deter-

mined
'-

I

mined by the successsuccess of thethe-
world's

the-
world'sworld'sworlds' first commercial muskmusk-
ox

musk-
ox

'
ox ! farm in Alaska , and the propro-pro-
gres

pro-
gress

-¬-
gressgresgresof$ of this farm will

, be wat-watwat-
ched

wat-
ched

wat-
ched

-
' *<

ched with interest bybymanymany ' ,

people "withinwithin'within"' 'andand':!
'
and'outsidend 'outsideoutside'CuCu' ? side thethe-

StateJ
the-

StatedStateStateJStated
StateJAUStatedAll

;
, ,

AllAU the ' indications point' toto-
success

to-
successsuccess ;, but this success will bebe'wo-

n

be-
won

'-
won

w- on'-
won

w- on' '- with
w- ith'won

, only with the cooperation , |'hard ,jworkandenthusiasmworkwork
"' ;_and_'-enthusiasm

e-

nthusiasm
.'enthusiasm ofof-

tin
of-

those'concemed
|

alltinall thoseththose'concemedthoseconcemedS concernedmea-mea.:-" ' r"' ' '"-" t"
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