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When Thomas $fcergerBergerergcr took on the jobfob (OfIff examinipgexaminlrexaminingexaminingthe$ the-

Alatika
the

AlaskaAlatikaAla ka Native Claims Settlement Act two years agpag\agagoaghe\> , he
\'

ti\ mustfnuStrnu t have liadhadhadiin), in rnmdtmndmind gaII frameframeworkffamework,
work froipifromfroJ11 whiqhwhiGhwhich totl) ccon-

duct
CQ'-

Iduct
con-conCQ'I-CQ'ICQIn' -

duct his study .
f

The hearings he presided over duringdurmg the courcoursee of his-

factfinding
hishis-

fdctfindmgfact-findingfactfindingfdct-findmgfdctfindmg-- tour which took him and his entourage to a-

number
aa-

numbernumber of villages throughout AlaAlaskaka were for the most-

part
momosttt-

partpart free-wheelingfreewheeling-- and loosely structured so it is difficultdifficult-

toto figure out what his perspective was ,, if he had one at-

the
atat-

thethe beginningbeginmng ..

Much was stated duringdunng the hearingsheanngs about the effects-

of
effectseffects-

ofof ANCSA on the liveshves of AlaAlaskaka Natives , about AlaskaAlaskpAlaskp-

Natives
Ala kllkl-

lNativesNatives in general ,, and aobutsobutaoout everything else one could-

imagine
couldcould-

imagineimagine ,, somesome only remotely associatedassoClBted with the Claims-
Act

ClaimsClaims-
ActAct
ActBerger's

Berger'sBergers' report , now entltlentitled ""VillageVillage"VtliltgeVtliltge Journey " is com-

plete
com-

plcte
com-com-.

plcteplete and is due to be releareleaseded to the general public 1-
1couple

in11\11to\11aa-

couple
a

couple of months .. With such a generic sounding title ,, there-

is

therethere-

ISis no clue as to what the report will be about , but there-

are
inerttherethere-

areare some hintshtntshints-

Byron

hints-

ByronByron Mallott ,, who had the privilege of previewingpreviewing-
Berger's

previewing-
Berger'sBerger'sBergers' draft manuscriptmanuscnpt responded to a quequestiontion about-

the
aboutabout-

thethe BurgerBerger report while addressing the AnchorageAnchomge Chamber-
of

ChamberChamber-
ofof Commerce last week ,, Byron said ,, in11\11\11hishis opinionoplOlon , the-

report
thethe-

reportreport will be ""aa powerfulpdwerful statement foifOlfor justiceJUMice "

There has always been a quequestiontton about whether or not-

ANCSA
notnot-

ANCSAANCSA was an act of jujusticetice . DepDependingndmg on youryour perspe-

tive
perspecperspe--perspeper pec-

live
pec-pec-¬-

tivelive , ANCSA waswas a political economic experiment and-

n

andand-

IIaIIn nnovelndvelvel oneol1e at that...

ii-

ANCSAANCSA was also a land settlement ,, plairplainplaid] andpnd simple ,

butbul was it justicejUMlce ?

During one of Berger'sBergersmerger'smergers' hearings , someone stated thatthat-

"ANCSA
that-

"ANCSA""ANCSAANCSA wore the face of justice/justicejusticeand,./!','' and that is why Itit-

has

it-

hashas been so confusing to manymarly AlaskaAlaskll Natives ,, who-

became
whowho-

becamebecame dlSdisenchantednchanted with the effects it Is having on the-

land
thethe-

landland , the resources ,. and the people ..

hh-

Did
.

Did ANCSA wear th6the face of justice and in doing so ,,

deceive Alaska Natives?
II-

IfIf the Berger report is aboutIIbout justice , it will alsoabo re'eal-

for
revealre'ealreealreveal-

for
'

for us the defects of the Amercian system under Which-

we
whichwhich-

wewe live ,, and it will not be easileasilyeasilr' digested by those whowho-

believe
who-

believebelieve in the system .

perger'spergerserger'sergerscrger ' s report may raise many rhoremore questions than-

there
thanthan-

therethere are answers for about jujusticetice ,, about injusticeinjustices
, *., and-

about
andand-

aboutabout our system of government ., It may alalsoo raiserairaisee ques-

Mns
ques-

tions
quesques-ques-ques-¬-

tionsMns about us , AlaskaAla ka Natives ,,
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