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lRiitPribilofEditorialPribilof
Pribilof Islanders ShouldShould-
Become

Should-
BecomeBecome First Class CitizensCitizensHe-

prlnted
CitizensRe-

prlnled
CitizensRe-

printedHeprlntedReprlnledReprinted fromfrorn Jessen'sJessens' WeeklyWeekly-

As
Weekly-

As
Weekly-

AsAs a result of deep concern and depthdepthcoveragecoverage byby-

the
by-

thethe tiny Eskimo-lndian-AleutEskimolndianAleutEskimo-Indian-AleutIndian- - newspaper ., Tundra Times ,
I-

publishedpublished here in FairbanksFairbank$ , the Pribilof Islanders may bebe-
on

be-
onon their way to at last receiving justice from the governgovern-govern-
ment .

beI¬"-

ment
.

and becoming first-classfirstclassfirst.classfirstclass-. citizens .

We visited the PribilofPdbilof Islands recenflyrecgnfly:,
withwithaa reviewfeviewfeviewc-

Or'rlmission
review-

commissioncommissioncOr'rlmissioncOrrlmission' cornprisedcomprised predominantly of government ofof-ofof-

ficials

of-

ficials

¬-

ficials ., FromFrom.theFromthe., the evidence we gathered , it was apparentapparentC-
ontinued

apparentIapparentC-
ontinuedContinued"ConUnuedConUnued((" on PagePalle 2)2z )
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First ClassClas$ CitizensCitizensCitizensee. e.e-

Continued
e.

(ContinuedContlnu&1Contlnu1Continued(Contlnu&1fro& fromfro PagePage 1)1)1-
)'that

)

'thatthat' that the natives ofofoftfleol thetfle Pribilof Islands aren'tarent' first-classfirstclassfirstclass-
citizens

firstclass-
citizens

-

citizens now .,

They live in nice homes . They have record players ,

radios ,, sofas , practically all the modern conveniences suchsuch-
as

such-
asas flush toilets , runningnmning water , electricityelectri ity , etc , A few hadhhad-
automobiles

dd-
automobilesautomobiles , a considerable number had motor scooters .

Their standardstandardofof livingliving-judgedlivingjudged- judged bybymaterialmaterial thingsthings-ap-thingsapthingsap-
pear

thingsap-
pear

-ap ¬-

pear much higher than in the average Alaskan village . ButBut-
we

But-
wewe were not overly impressedimpressedwithwithwithoutwardoutwardoutwardappearancesappearances .

We knew about these economic niceties . After allalii;) thesethese-
were

these-
werewere reported last year in that responsible newspaper , thethe-
New

the-
NewNew York Times . ,

We were also not overly impressed because the ecoeco-eco-
nomic

eco-
nomic

¬-

nomic level of the Pribilovians as comparedcomparedwithwithwithotherother NaNa-NaNa-
tive

Na-
tive

¬-

tive Alaskans was cited by a 1949 "whitewashwhitewash" " commiscommis-commis-
sion

commis-
sion

-¬-

sion that went to investigate the Pribilofs .,

Not judging a bookb ok by its covercover , we lookedlookedulookedunderunderunder-uunder-
neath

der¬<-

neath the surface on the Pribilofspribil fs and whatwnat we foundfQI.mdfQImdfQI.mdwasfoundwas. waswas-
shocking

was-
shockingshocking . The people bore the scars of long years of servi-serviservi-
.ture

servi-
.ture

-.
.tureture.turatura. by our governmentgovernment.. Many of the carryovercarryover bonds ofof-
servitude

of-
servjtudeservjtudeservitude, remain today ., Many of thethe'peothepeo,' pecolepeo.clepeocle.a indicatedindiindicated-
they

atedated-
theytheytheyJ.eretneyJosetheylosewereJ.ereJerevtere.

,. afraid to speakspeakatat a public meetingmeeTingmee ing lest
loseJose their jobsiobs . There was an appalling lacklackofof Independ'.pnrpPnrnpn-pnpnThA.-,. ThoThAThe np-ppp1enannle,---rr-"-,- op'eope- p1ejobsrrr' dependd'pnddpndeper.AeperAf "'-r-r-rrr-
upon

",- . todiytod\ytodytoday!\ r almostamost! , entirelyentireyC. ,ti cly! for jobsjobs-
uponupon a government bureau as wellwellasas normal education ,

healthhealthandandandwelfarewelfare services .

Bureau spokesmen indicated they were illIIIillequippedIIIequippedequippedequipped-
toto provide these services , that they were burdenedburdenedandandand-
would

and-
wouldwould like "toto" get out of the business ofofmanagingmanaging peopec-pecpeo-pec-
pie

peo-
ple

-¬-

plepie " It was cleardear that that is exactlyexactlywhatwhat they had beenbeen-
dOing

been-
doingdoing and that they had been doing a miserable jobloblobofjobofof it .,

In case after case citedcitedatat public meetings , it was apparentapparent-
that

apparent-
thatthatregulariegularthe federal government was nothot providing the reguregu-reguiegu-iegu¬-

lar socialsocialservicesservices that are the right ofofallall Americans .

NeitherNljnerN ljner was the state carryingcarrymg out its responsibility .

Beneath the surface , we found that the nice homeshomes-
in

homes-
inin which the people lived diddidnotnot belong to them but toto-
the

to-
thethe government , that the people themselvesthf'O\selvesthf'OthfOselves''\ couldcouldnotnotnot-
own

not-
ownown land Ann archaic pass system , defended as recehtlyreceMlyrecently asas-
this

as-
thisthis December by PnbilofPrabllofPribilof director Howard BaltzoBalt o, rere-rere-
stncted

re-
stricted

¬-

strictedstncted freedom ofofmovementmovement to and from the islandisland-
already

island-
alreadyalready restricted by isolation .

In public meetings. on St. George Island , the overover-over-
whelming

over-
whelming

¬-
whelming evidence piledpiledupup that the government waswas-
puttif9

was-
puttingputtingputtif\9puttif9\ tremendous pressure on St . George islanders toto-
movemove1<10" ;: agamsla9all$1a9all1against) $ theirIhe r willwiil.. The people indicated the pressure
bypressurebythe government was makingmakmg them very unhappy TheThe-
government

the-
governmentgovernment in 1965 , notnot.J.5notJ.5notJ5,1515.15.,, . years ago when timelytimely-
charges

timely-
chargescharges were also made , has been infringingnfringing upon thethe-
pursuit

the-
pursuitpursuit of happiness ofofaaa. people under the American flag .

Some personspersons-probablypersonsprobably-probably those more interested in thethe-
f.ur

the-
furfarf.urfur. seals of Pribilofs than the peoplepeople-wouldpeoplewould-would havenave you bebe-bebe-
lieve

be-
lieve

¬-

lieve that the PribiloviansPribilovianPribiloviant $ are an economic liability of thethe-
government

the-
governmentgovernment . Don'tDont' you believe them . The Pribilovians irtiniiiin-
qreat

iii-
greatgreatqreat part have been responsible for puttiaqputtin.qputtinq. millions intointo-
both

into-
both. both the federalfederalandandandstatestate cofferscoffrscoff rs . The PribiloviansPribilovian.s. havehave-
givengiven much andandreceivedreceived .inin.

.in returnretJ.IrnretJIrn. . abuseabuse.andabuseandabuse.andniistreat*,. and m'istreat-m'istreatmistreatmtstreat-mtstreatniistreat-niistreatm'istreat-
ment

mtstreat-
ment

niistreat-
ment

'
-

, mentment-
We

.'
We commend Sen , Bob BartlettB rtlett who has introducedinfi-oducedinfioducedInt'rodticedIntrodticed-' a

billIill? in the SeriateSenate to providepr vide major reforms onan the islands .
The bill , aas? pointed out bvby Senator Bartlett , will go a8 longlong-
way

long-
wayway In helpinghelpinq the PribiloviarPribiloviansPrib lovilovinn <s totn become first-classfirstclass- citiciti-citiciti-
zen.s

citi-
zens

¬-

zenszen.szens. off Alaska and thetne United States .
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