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"I"II" wish thatthtt; rain would stop ,

said8aid PunnikPunnlk ., dejectedlydelectec'JydelectecJy' ,

"AndAnd" you say that acterafter you madmad-
itIIIt rain ?" PiPi-

"Don't
Puneak said",Id with'with'

"Don'tDont" ' bblame me . What you .dldl-
probablyprobably causedcausedIt< -ItIt- , "

"YouYou" waiwas tlrstfirst so you'reyoure' the caus-
ofclof Itit. You-YouYou-

"Puneak
You-

.Puneak
-! "

"PuneakPuneak.Puneak". , I,. thlllkthink we bolhboth mad-
itIt rain ," said Punnik with. a sudsuitsuit-
denden smile ,.

He turned swiftly and wrappe
his right arm aro\lndarolndarounitYunizak'sarounitYunizaks\ J'uneak'aJuneaka' ' nec
and w"estledwestledwrestled'" 111mhim goodnaluredlygoodnaturedly ,.

Even then , eacheachateachofotatof the boys sec-

friends

secsec-
xetlyretlyxetly thought what each did maumau-
havehsvehave had a double eflecteffect bebetiausbetiaus-
thethe downpourdownpour of rain was Intenseintense-

Inseparable
!

Inseparable FriendFriendsFriends-
The

,
The two haysboys were jnsepprabl-

friends 'friends They had knoknown one anan-
otheretherother ever alncesince they could remelnrememremem-
berber Punnik was the YOIl"gerYOIlgeryounger" of thth-
twotwo ,. He was ten years old
FuneakPuneak was eleven..

TileirTheir friendship had come abou
qUite naturally because their4heir, par-
ents

par-
entsents had been lifelong frIends Tul-
ugak

Tul-
ugakugak and hjshis wife , lone , were PunPun-
ark'sn.k'sn.ksnksark'sarks. ' parents and KunalookKunalosk anan-
NiquwavhaNquwallhaNiquwavha, were Puneak'sPuneaks ' The
fathers had bUIlt Ihelrtheir sadsod igloo-

sidesideld by side and each boy felfel-
atatat home mIn either house .

t"lrtlrFair" DayDay-
The

Day-
TheThe day , before the rain , had beebee1-

111iInll1111i with pdJpartlytly cloudy skies - .,
wmdwind blew modelateJymoderately from thth-
eastcasteast It was lattlatter. , part 01of

and the dllan hadhadaa tang of the com-
Jng

com-
ingJnging fallfall-

Undel
fall-

UnderUndelUnder thIs atmosphere , the hughug-
villagevillage of Ipiutakk lay sprawledsprawlod by
the south beachbeachefbeachofh ofef the
( Big Lagoon ) atretchmgstretchingng southeast
for some four miles 2,0002000, peoplepeople-
Ived

people-
livedIvedlived, there . The yearr was aboutabou
2,00020002.000,. years ago,.

.

ThaThe boys had been playingplaying-
around

playing-
aroundaround the littletittle lagoon just westwest-
of

west-
ofof the big one It was close to theirtheir-
houses

their-
houseshouses Here ththey learned to sldpaktpsldp-
rocks

aktp-
rocksrocks on the wewater and they couldcould-
do

could-
dodo thinthiAthis TOOsportsnort more superbly thanthan-
most

than-
mostmost boyiboys Ltheir. . age and older .

The RaceRace-
They

Race-
TheyThey climbcbmbedclimbed upul, thei.eie, . bank andand-

walked
and-

walkedwalked on hard groundground-
"Puneak

ground-
"Puneak

ground-
"Puneak"PuneakPuneak" ,, isee that hIgh

-

mound ov-ovov-
er

ov-
er

-

errthethere ? " PunmkPunnik pomtedpointed "I'llIll"'' racerace-
you

race-
youyou to see who gets toto-

"That's
It fIrst "

"That'sThats" ' too shortShOTt a dudIstance Let'sLetsLet's-
raCe

Let's-
race

'

race around the little lagoon inIn-InIn-
Iead

in-
stead

¬-

steadIead "

"II" didn'tdidnt' mean that kind ofat aa-
race

a-
racerace '" PunnikPunmk said'saldsald'said' Impatiently ., "II"I-
mean

"I-
mean

"

mean let'slets' roll on the ground( round to itit-
lind

it-
andandlind I think I can beat youy.ou. "",

,

You'reYoure'You're' ' too little11tt)!> to beat me, lit-litlit-
lIe

lit-
tle

-

tielIetle boy ," PuneakPuneaksaidsaidsaidmockinglymmockinglymockingly-
eVen

mockingly-
eveneven though the youngeryO\lngeryOlnger\ boy waawaswaa-
enly

was-
onlyonlyenly an inch shorlershorter thrnthen he waswas-

All
was-

AllAll right , yOU fat alvlqaiviq (wal-walwal-
rUs

wal-
rus

-

rus ) ' ComeCome-
They

on, leI'sleIslet'slets'' gogowgow-

They
'"

vertICallyinThey'rheyrhey' .lmlmaimed. < themselves vertICally
fnininrelationrelation to 1tilethe mound wl1mhwhichwl1mhwaswhichwaswaswas-
about

was-
aboutabout a hundrhuhundreded leetfeet away PunnlkPunnikPunnlk-
made

Punnik-
mademade a falfal-

'You
fal.efalefalsefalsestart.startstart.,

'YouYou' didumb" naehiqnachiq (seaseal)) , you'reyoureyou're-
elrea

you're-
already

'

alreadyelrea y itrYlllgtrying to cheaUcheat! "" PuneakPuneak-
reprtmanded

Puneak-
reprimandedreprimandeqreprtmandedreprimanded
reprimandeq"I'mreprimanded"I'm

"I'mIm'mm""'' not trying to cheat. YouYou-
j

You-
jerkedje'kedjekedjerkedj <,'kedked' PIrndend m3demade me st3rtstart "

'. "YouYou" Jjerked. sndand made me start-startatart-atartstarty-
ou

atart-
you

--
you jerked and made me start ! "

PuneakFlmenk moclmoel cd "NowNow" let'slets' netgetget-
ready

get-
readyready _- let'sletslet'aleta' go !

"

They began . to
'

roll towards thethe-
mound

the-
moundTheylladTheyhadmound I\SISas\ fast as they eouldcould They
tiadlladhad to chtcheck. everyv few moments toto-
Eee

to-
seerightdirectionteeEeesee if they wewere gomggoing In the right
directiondirection-

DillY
direction-

Dizzy1DillYDizzy CContestContest-
"I'm

"testes" !goingto'. "I'mIm"'' getting dizzy but I'mImrm'' going
to beat you , Puneak-PuneakPuneakPunnik,,-" PunnikP\lnnlkPlnnlkPlnnlkl-
aughed

Punnik-
laughed \laughed' - ! .,

"I'mIm"'' getting dizzy too but you'reyoureYQu'reYQureyou're-
cot

YQu're-
lIot

you'rel-
oot

'
cotlIotloot fgoingoing toI beat me ."

"I'mIm"I'mIm'' ahead1\head1head\ of you , PuneaklluneaklPuneakPuneakl-
i

} ,"

/iiAah'y.roJledAahy.roJledAahyroJledllstheyrolled/, ,!they!'., rolled , thethe.worldtheworld..,world kroundprO\lndprOlndkropnd\thentllemthemkroundthenprOlndtllemkropndthembeganbeanbebeganan fQto< p undulateundulate violently ,.
Whentowarllthemtowardthemitit-
them

&foamedfoamedseemed& to awaysway towarlltoward,againstftagainstItthem , they could hardlyhardl)' joll"ollolltroll;" against |
ftIt , When It swayed away they rolledtrolledtrolledteeterteeterlter! ter . WhenW4en they reachedreachCji thehe( ]

I
,

mound finallylln lIy , ItItwas-waswas- Punnik who-
had

wh
had gotten there firsttlrst., '

Laughing triumphantly , thjttifthf.;!

I younger boy shoutedahoytedshOll ted , "SeeSee" PuneakP\lneakPlneak\ ,

IJ1 told you I'dId'' beatbelit youYQul!"
I "It'sIts"ItIt" '. not fairfaitfelt., YouYO\lYOl\ got*ot your feetfeet-

tangled
feet-

tangledtangled up In my face a littlehttle waysways-
I

ways-
backtI backbackt!" the older boy complaincomplain-

"I
complained ,.

"II"TT" ddidd notnoL . "
I "YouYou" did lootoo and I'lIlI'mImI'mloing'' /loingloinggoing/ toto-

knock
to-

knockknock you down !" Punpuneak. threat-threatthreat-
ened

threat-
ened

. .. . , , -

ened .,

t HeH struggled to getgel up . SeeingSeeing-

I

Seeing-
llIm

Seeing-
him, him , PunnikPunmk also tried ., As soonloon asas-
the

as-
the/llImllIm/

I

the younger boy1I0y Jlotgot<ot on0/101/ his feet,,

. he Staggered, backwstdsbackwards and teUfell toto-
tt

', the ground . Puneak sIlotshot past,, staK-staKstag-stagstaK-

I

stag-
gered

-
I gered to hl'ahlahi'ehie' rigMright and tumbled
, head over heels over the Jawlow bankbank-

at
bank-

ofatof the lagoon hholleringUerlnging asaa he fell .

PuonlkPunnik roUedrolled overv r on his bellybelly-
ahd

belly-
andahdand crawled to the edge of thethothe-
bank

;
bank , Jlelie broke IntQinto a paroJlysmparoxysm ofof-
laughter

of-
laughterlaughter as he ssaw hIs friendfriend-

I

friend-
spreadeagledI spreadeagled onall, thetbe aandsand. face dl/wodlwodown/ ,

Puneak raised bishlihis hehead sloWly , fur-furfur-
Iou

fur-
tously

-
: iouslytouslyIou sly spitting sand out of hishis-

ter

his-
mou

his-
moumou rigg his friend'sfriends' laugh-laughlaugh-
ter

laugh-
ter

-
ter , IhTIhethe older- boy .houtedhoutedshouted. ,

, "WallWall"WaitWait"Wait-
till

"

, till thisthl . ddIZziness stops I'mIm'' goinggoing-
I

going-
toI 16to Stuff yyuyour< , uur. .reaureauhead. 1,111In, thev.cvc.. isand !"

"VouVou"YouYou" know you can'tcant' catchcatchmeme ,

I you fattat aivlqalviq ,," needled PunPunmkPunnik . HeHe-
waswas confident because he could runrun-
a

run-
aa littlehtlle fasteifastmfaslei than the older boyboy-
He

boy-
HeHe blood.loodloodstood.loodu1stoodup. upu1> gettingget ling ready to flee ifif-
hishis friendfrlenylstarted

_
startedrl chasingSS-

ognehl
him His

dizzmessdizzinessdizzmesstvas
::z : tvasvan almost: : gone

ognehlognehls
ass hishis-

friend

: :
friendfr'l'ndfrlndfriendscrambled'' sciSambledscrambled(: , ambled uptlp the bankbdnkbdnk-

"Walt"WaitWait"WaltWalt" tilltiU I cntchcatch you - you1you '" "

Puneak menamenacededed-

The
menacedThe

The PursuitPursuit-
The

Pursuit-
TheThe pursuit beganbeg.nbegn. AlongI\longIlong\ the bankbank-

with
bank-

withwith tauntingtauntmg renJremarks' n'1al'ksn1alks' ' from tbethetbe-
younger

the-
youngeryounger boy . As he ran , PunmkPunnikPunmk-
began

Punnik-
beganbegan to laugh . The mental picturepicture-
of

picture-
ofof Puneak fallingfalhng vrnwildly( aodand hIhis.
furiousfurous, spittingspltllng of the sand out ofof-
bis

of-
hishisbis mouthtouthinouth!) periperi-

The
persisted In his mind .

The youngsUiyotmgsteryoungster WaS laughing sOsO-

hard
so-

hardhard his running speed was effecteffect-effect-
ed

.-
ed ., His puipursuer gamedgained on him IIndandIInd-
caught

and-
caughtcaught up . l'uneakluneakPuneak' grabbed him byby-
hi

by-
hishishi. shoulders and they fell hheavIlyheavIlyIheavIly-
on

heavily-
nn

I

onnn . orav. ..... _. _.nu n.lnl" ". 'n.hn.hnhRMh"' . ".,_"ttM.AMAM.A-
with

" ". I" o-
impactbut" - -_ -- - - - - -- " -- " ,theetheeoimpactbutwith the Impa l but they were notnot-

hudhudhurthud"Didhurt"Did
"DidDid" you say I wouldn'twouldnt ' catchcatch-

you
catch-

youyou -- you - qupilguqqupllguq <( wiworm ) ? "
Puneakk said vauntingly aas. hehe-
kneaded

he-
kneadedkneaded Punmk'aPunmkaPunmk'sPunmksPunnik'sPunniks' face in the gragrassgrass-

"Stop
grass-

"Stop"StopStop" that , you fattat aiviqalvlq ' YYouYou-
wouldn't

You-
wouldn'twouldn'twouldnt ' have caught me if 1I 1hadn'thadnthadn't-
been

hadn't-
been ''been laughing ,

" PunnikPunmk panttpanted_ .,

"I'dId"'' have caughtcau ht you anyway ifIf-
it

if-
itit tookt me the rest of01 the dday; "

The older boy stopped kneadmgkneadingkneadmg-
b.ts

kneading-
hisb.tsbtshis. friend'sfriends' face lindand they becamebecame-
quiet

became-
quietquiet for a moment ,. PunnlkPunnik brokebroke-
the

broke-
thethe slleneesilence , "PuneakPuneak" , did you get aa-
big

a-
bigbig mouthful of Sand when you
tellfellyoutellyoufell?"

"WellWell" , I was too dizzy and busybusy-
and

busy-
andand I had my mouth open , TheThe-
bflilcll

The-
beachbflilcllbeach camecame, up rjalreal! fast beforeefor II-
could

I-
couldcould close my moumouthtit ;,"'

PunmkPunnik .mckeredmckeredsnickered. and Ihenthen brokebroke-
into

broke-
intointo a stream.treamtream. of01 laughter .,

"StopStop" thatthat , you qupilguqqupllguq ! YouYou-
wouldn't

You-
wouldn'twouldn'twouldnt ' think it wasWss so funny IfjfIf-

J
jf-

It
if-

ItIt" had
* --JJ- - been you ., BesidesBeiiid you prob-probprob-

ably
prob-

ably
-

ably wouldould have ciclledcited-citedcitedStop' *:.- Stop IUit !"

i "II"i wouldn'twouldnt' have icried either . I'mImrmrm-
I 'loo100I-IIbig- bigllI tu10to ciyuymay , you kuuwkllowknow ilIulIthat, !

" Pun-PunPun-
rilk

-.
rilkSits retortedretorted-

"You
retorted-

"You"YouYou" would have too ,". "
"II" wouldn'twouldnt'.."
With that exchange , the boys be-bebe-

gan
be-

gan
-

gan tato tus.letusletussle. . They soon tired of ItIt-
and

it-
and

,
and just lolled On the grassy mound .

"Let.sLet.sLets"Let's" .' go Sit on the beach ," Pun-PunPun-
eak

Pun-
eak

-
eak said .

II"You"YouYou" go altsit.. I'mImrm' going to restrest-
here

rest-
herehere awhile ,"
, "YouYou" poor little boy , you'reyoure' 80so80-
weak

so-
weakweak YOILyou have to rest.. Look at me ,.

I'mIm'' not evereveE))! tiredtlreddtlredd-
"J'm

.,""
"I'mIm"J'mJm" ' not tired , PuneakPunealc.. I1 justjust-

Wantwantant to relaxrelaxrelax-
Laughing

." ,
'

Laughing derisivelyderisively
, thetbe ,., olderolder-

boy
older-

boyboy Jumpedumped! up
.,

endand ., went toto thethatha-
leach

the-
beachbeach\leachleach\ ,. FunnlfcJ'IuuIItcJIuuIItcPunnik' rolledrCliled lazily on ththethe-
grallS

the-
grassgrowgrallSgrass ,. tvenEvenven InIn.theInthe.thth.,the* approachingapproachfna falltall,,
aoraosome otdof the grasireggrass< ., wuwaawas stillatll1 greenareen..,
Thee boy tooktOClk holdold of a , green reedreed-
bybybyreedbytho'tasslethotasslethetaaaleth,', taiIIle andMd pulledpuUed ItJtItout'OutOut-out'- u( .0101of.*, f

illIts Jacket.. ItXt alldslid*lid outoul'' quite eaea-
He

easily.
He pinched 'oftoftoff'off thethe,,{ tender rootroot-

end
root-

endend . He took one alrandstrand of tassletossletossle-
and

tassle-
andand inserted itsIta tiny stem into thethe-
tubula

the-
tubulartubulartubula , e.ndend10;.<1 ofat thetbe reedreel!) ., He pulledpulled-
lip

pulled-
Lipi uplip and forward on it and mademamade-
m

lele-
m

<
I m almost invisible slitsht abou.1abou1abolltabout. lwtw >,.,

indand10anda1<1aa half inches Jonglong .,

The"" - boy- - looked- - - gskanceliskanceaskance towardtowardItoward-
the

I

,the lagoonoo-
ew
where PuneakPuneakwaskk-

b
was hid-hidhid-

Men

hhid-
ben

--ew::: :; :: IMenben by the drop of the bankb ., HHeHe-
couldCouldould see the splash ofQf the pebblepebbles
hishlpebbleshlpebbleshisfriend was throwing onan the wot-wotwat-watwot-

r
wat-

r
wat-

4r
--

4r* r .,

Thet/letle'khekhe' / WhistleWhistle-
He

Whistle-
He

Whistle-
HeHe scrutinizedscruUnlztd: the reedre d in hithishis-

hands
his-

handshands apprehenBpprehenilvely-almostBpprehenilvelyalmostapprghendively-almostapprghendively, ' - fur-furfur-
tively

fur-
tively

-
-

livelytively . He islowly put the IltendalitendalitIlt endend-
Into

end-
IntoInto blsills moulhmouth IIndand hesltaledhesitated . ShouldShould-
liltorliltor,or sho\lldsholldshould\ he nolnot ? Feeling a littlelittle-
gu

little-
guiltyguguiltyty, he worked up enough ccour-courcour-
age

ur .-
age and decidedeclde f< that he would .

He blew Into the reed with suchsuch-
etforl

such-
effortetforleffort that his cheeks baoonedballooned}) onon-
each

on-
eacheach sIdeaide of hlahis mouth . A clear ,

shrill whlsllewhistle emanated frornfrom It. ItIt-
waS

It-
waswaS a aweetsweet and plalnl1veplaintive musicalmusical-
sound

musical-
soundsound and It resounded with enoughenough-
volume

enough-
volumevolume that Puneak hpardheard itmusicalias soonsoon-
as

soon-
as

i

as It Issued forth ,. The older boyboy-
bounded

boy-
boundedbounded up the bank .,

"PunnikPunnik"PunnlkPunnlk" , you crcrazy 1001fool , youyou-
shouldn't

you-
shouldn'tshouldn'tshouldnt' have done that' Now it'aitaIt'sItsit'a-
going

It's-
going

'

going to rain lorfor sure tomorlowtomorsowtomorlow-
Don't

tomorsow-
Don'tDon'tDont' you want to play Illoundaround 10in10-
mce

in-
nicemcenice wealhmweather ?" "

PunmkPunnik begdnbegan to feel gwillerguiltier HeHe-

was
He-

waswas aatt a loss fOIfor WOlvoidsds He lookedlooked-
atat hihis. fllfriendnd withwithaa sheep.shsheepshsheepish. lOOklOOk-
on

look-
on lookedIon Illshis fdceface Hetie had defied da .upel-.upelsuper-supersuper-
stition

..upe-
lsullon

-
I

sullonstition He dddiddidit, 11it IIndand there was- -_. -

nothing he could do to undo it.

"DoDo" you really wantant It to rain ?
IInothingPuneak asked bitterlyly.,

"NoNo" Puneak , I don'tdont' want it tt-
rain: rain .,"

"ThenThen" why difldilldid you blow thathetha-
thing

the-
thingthing ? ""

"II" don'tdontdon.t'
.

know ,. J1. just wanted tt-
dodo it Well anyway , how canClln thathethe-
littlelittle: whistle make It11 rain ? "

"HaveHave" you forgotten what ouiouou-
parentsparentsparentaparentaandabdand other people told UiUu-
thatthatthai it would rain If we diddill that'

Puneak remindedrel'nlnrelnln' ed .

"YesYes"
, l. remember ,. "

, The elderolder boy stamped his foot
disgust .

"Don'tDont" ' be angtyangry , puneak ,. 1I reall
didn'tdidntdidn'tm81ndidn'tmean' meanm81\nm81n\ to do it11It,," Punnik.Punnik. saidsaid-
his

said-
hishis voicevoiee low andBnd small .,. "ButBut'But"Bu-
tAnywaydo

"'"' -
"nywaY-do"nywaYnywaYdoAnyway-doAnyway"anyway --do you think thattbat the ree <

whistle would reallyreQly! andlind trultttu( rulj]
makewake it rain ? " *

"WellWell"
, thal'sthalsthat'sthats' what people saysa ;.' bu-

II don'tdont' really see how it could Jus-
thetheIhe same , you shouldn'tshouldntsh uldn'tuldnt' have don-
Itlitit ,:,'"' Puneak saidsold , showing signsalgns oo-
relenting

:

relentingrelentlhg .
,

PintailPintall Pucks"ucksucksPacksPucks-
"Look

Packs-
"Look

"
"LookLook" , FuneaktPuneaklPuneakt KurugaksK\lrugaksKlrugaksKyrugaks\ ( pintas-

ducks
)

ducksduck.) are coming thisthla way . '''
get down the bbank' and"JJ" see if" ww-
cancan hit them wlwl-

The
with rocks " _.

The boysb"ysbys" jumped down to mak-
themselvesthemselvesthemselve . lessles. conspicuous and ('

get pebblespebblcs for wearweapons The duckduck-
camecame low over the beach JJustU9t aa-

theythey came ovelover , the youngyoungsteryoungster-
threw

.
1111threwPW the pebbles Punnlk'sPunnlksPunnik'sPunniks' rocroc-
brushedblushedbrushed the wing of one of them

" , pfd)[ d you See that , PllnellkPuneak '""'

.11. .-

1I

p1klk addsold excexcitedlytedly , "IfIf"Jl IIlad/ladladhad/ thrown
IIa" Ba littlel1ttle higher , JI. would havepave gottengotten-
hlmt

gotten-
hunthunthlmt "

) "YouYou" WaS-- - juatjust' - lucky YO\lYOlyou-\ camecame-
tha

came-
thatthaithattha t cloclo-

"I
close .:"'

"II"JJ" wasn'twasntwasn'teither' either ., I1 limedaimed betterbetter-
than

better-
thanthan you did . " ,

) in his young mind , PunepirPuneak HPOI.HHPOIHHPOI.-
Hto

began.
I to think thatth t things wciwerwere . gOinggOing-

wrong
going-

wrongwrong for him ., He satsalset downdOWfIdowpdOWfIabruptdowpabruptabruptabrupt-abrupt-
r

¬-.
r lyIy on the sandsend close tq the edge
, of the water . PunnikPunnlk senisensed' thatthat-

something
" - - "

, imelhingsomething was wrongwrongwrongandand iaatsat downdown-
clase

down-
closecloseclase lo10to his friend Helie put aareasrreas-reasreas-
suring

.-
surlngs\lrlngslrlngsuring\ arm around Puneak'sPuneaks ' rneckneck-
and

;
. and theIhe latter pushedpu.l1edpul1ed. him awayawpy .,

"II"JJ"" don'tdont' think you want to playplay-
anymore, anymoreanymor.8anymor8. , Puneak ., Let'sLets' go home .,,"

"YouYou"
gO home , "

"WellWell"WenWen'Well"' , Uifit you really wantwont me toto-
I

to-
go , ,

I go-go--."
, ,<

goPunnikgoPunnlt
PunnikPunnlt

"-

that
t-

hat
". < was disturbeddig1w-beCidig1wbeCi- .aboutabout., thetMtM-

rllt
the-

riftriftrllt that had developeddevelopell ., Helie tuit\lrnedtlrnedturned\ '
ttslowlyslowly , got up and startedstarled to vwalkwalk-
tt up Ihethe beachbeachAfterbeachrAfterrAfter,, .AfterAfter., a fewtew stepssleps , he
,

heard a soundsoul1<\ that ' stoppedtopped himhim-
right[ right in his traqkstracks . LL-

Shower

(\,
Shower ofat SandSand-

Hel He looked back quickly . PuneakPuneak-
had, had' ' thrown" wn a handful of sandslind intoInto-
the

into-
thethe air andnd itII waswaa dropping Into Ihetheeth!.

water in i, apidapldaped series Of tiny splash-splashsplash-
es

- >,.
es The sound was notnol unlike thathethe-
soundsound of large didlopsdropsops of ilaintamlain-

"PUNEAK
tam-

"PUNEAK
amam-

"PUNEAK"PUNEAKPUNEAK" ' Do you know whatwhat-
you

what-
youyouieyou i. ec doing '? "

The older boy lookedJook'dJookd(' jtdtat Punnikf'unnikfunnikf'unnik-
and

Punnik-
and 'and laughed gleefullygleeully( Hetie tooktoOk-

anothelanotheianothelanother handful ofofsandsand and UucwlIuewthrewlIuew-
it

threw-
itit huidhdldhard into the anallauan-

The
all-

The
au-

TheThe younger boy didn'tdidntdldn'IdldnI' knowknow-
whether

know-
whetherwhether to laugh with his ftfllendMendlend oror-
not

or-
notnot He chuckledchuckledai a littleltttleltttle-

"Now
little-

"Now"NowNow" .I's.IsIsit'sits. ' reallylly going to rainrain-
rt

rain-
Isn't

rain-
isn'tIsn'tIsntrt' it , Puneak "

'HpwHpw"HQWHQW"HowHow" ' canean a lillleUtilelittle thing likeUke throw-throwlhl'ow-lhl'owlhlowthrow-
Ing

lhl'ow-
Ing

throw-
ing ' -
Ing sand in theIhe waterwaler makemaket/ttIItt/ rain ?

It doesn'tdoesntdoean'tdoeant' even look like it'sitsIt'llItll' goinggoing-
to

going-
toto rain ,. There'sTheres' even some blue skysky-
up

sky-
upup there .,.

"

Punnik and Puneak discdiscusseddiscussed-
what

discussed-
what

*
what Iheythey had done and decideddecided-
that

decided-
thatthat things likehke blowing a whistlewhlatlewhlatle-
throu

whistle-
thmnvhthrouthmnvhthmnvha_ h a. crapmr.. rePltreed nrtrtAliitand throwingthrowlnthrnvnethrnvnes-
and

, ! .
sand Inin the-waterthewaterthe

-
water werere kind of sillySillsilly-

things
;

thingstblngs anyway How could suchsuch-
thlngll

such-
thingsthlngllthings cauSe rain ?

Howeverowever , without knowing whatwhat-
the

what-
themethe other waswaa thinking aboutbout , eacheach-
One

each-
oneone of them couldn'tcouldnt' geget rid of thethe-
feeling

the-
feelingfeeling that he hildhadid defidefIedd a supersuper-super-
stlllon

super-
stition

¬-

stitionstlllon Without trying too showahow it ,

each1 boy had a feeling oof apprehen-apprehenappreheni-
d

apprehen-
sion

apprehen-
sion

-

sion and wonderedid whawhat will hap-haphap-

The

hap-
pen

hap-
pen

-
pen .

The Rude AwakeningAwakening-

TheThe boysboya wentweQt home to their ffam-famfam-
Ilies

fam-
ilies

am-amam-
t

-
Ilies , ate , and wentt to bed AfterAlterAlter-
sleepng

Alter-
sleepingsleepngsleeping, , fitfully , vjcheach woke up to(00to-

njnd
(0-

a
to-

a

(

a soundnjnd which to them waswag awe-aweawe-
ring

awe-
ome

awe-
some

-
someome and aoberlngsoberingring... Large drops of-ofof-

ming
of -:.''

rain. _ were, slammingming on the oogrukoogruk-
gut

oogruk-
gut

oogruk-
gutgut skylights of their Igloos !

"ThisThis" Is very strAnge !" eBeaghh boy ',

Jhoughtthought, ,. 'HowHow"How"' canean IIa tiny whistle-whistlewhistle-
d

whistle-
from

.-

from, rom a grassgross riledreedd sndand the splash otofof-
sandsandand in the water lakemake It ramrain ?"

1ThdThd boys dresseds d quicklyu II-

OI

notnot-
knowing
1 nO:; ald ; :knknowing what thee otherhehe-

u
was doingOI . .'

I'uneakIuneakPuneak' waawas tirfirsttl to finishtlnl.htlnlh. andan'dand' hehhe-
went

.
went_ it next door rightrightawaJlawayawaJlaWaIt .,

'

"II"Iwas" was just goinggomg over to see you ,

PuneakI'uneakIuneak' ,,";" PunnikPunnlk said , suppressingsuppressing-
pis

suppressing-
hishispis excitemente><; cltement..

excitementn
"CanCan" "-nn- 'II' see you out at the en-enen-

i

en-
trance

en-
trance

-
trance i ? " the older boy asked justjust-
above

just-
aboveabove a whisper .,

Noting the strange behavior ofof-
he

of-
Ihe

of-
theIhethe(he boys , TulugakTulugok: said , "You'reYoure" ' notnot-
thinking

not-
thinking

not-
thinkingthinking ofQl feolng'oinKoinKgoing' outqu6 to playploypia )! inin-
this

In-
this

in-
thisthis kind of WeathcriWeather , are you ? "

"NoNo"No father , PunnikP\mnlkPmnlk\ : irisweredarlswe'edarlsweedanswered.' .,
"P1IneakP1Ineak"PuneakPuneak"" neak Ji3ustjust wants to flhshoww meme-
something

me-
something 'somethingthing .!"' .

They werltwent out to thllthe hallway andand-
then! Ihenthen peeked out oof tte,)lie entrapeeentrapte .,

I

TheypteyWhey looked at pnelneone( motheranotheranother'inanotherin' In awed1Iw d '.
I .*' "

litenceisilence ., ' - *

, "PunnikPunnik"P\lnnik"PPlnnik"" \ , doo youyoU thinkthinkthIW;' wewe really
. 'FFy'F-

rnad
y-

ptada
'

madeptadarnad HIt rainraIn1? " ,
"II" don'tdont' knowknout.theknoutthe.,

""" the youngster anonn.
pwered,were ", lalntlvelyplaintively , "butbut'"'but'ltbutlt' ', it stlresure IISIS-

raining

.
raining hard and we won'twont' be ableable-
Jo.plal

able-
tofotoJo.plalJoplal. play putgut today'todaltodal' .'" i .


