
sheffield proclaimsproclaims tetatetaniisnus dpltieriauptheria
booster immunization month f

governor bill1311 sheffield has
designated the month of march as
tetanus diphtheriadiptheriadipiheria booster immumimmuniza-
tion

za
month according to john pugh

commissioner of the department of
health and social services

the department willimplemcniwill implement a
statewide cetanitetanitatanustctanuss diphtheriadiptheria tdtd
booster immunization campaign
throughout aisakaaiaaka iwiciwiw mtfchjthe

i

last td cam wwheifl1 199751975inin
response to anwjordiptheriaa mam& or ettrialttria
epiepidemicdemid aadaid retniwin annlnnl vaccinavacciaa
ttionI10n 0ofr9vawaf0 ftSPA0 iianiia4

4 the coirogorofioiro wi CMJS toeprevent an oudoutbreakofoutbreak biof dytficmaadfl
cases of tetanusbytetanus by giving 10 year
booster sshotshots to maintain high imim-
munizationmuniza tion levels said commis

f

sionerlioner pugh he added that public
health officials wish to promoteromot6
preventive health through ohpthpthee use of
vaccines and raise awareness among
adults and other high risk groups of
the need to maintain vaccination
levels

I1 these diseases and their camplicomplicomplica-
tions which may result in death are
an unnecessary hazard toio all alaskansalaskasAlaskans

171wtrecostthecostThe cost ofofdoctorbillsdoctor bills hospitaliza-
tion aaaaa4A sekellsekeolpehiw 4days mw6d lost
cancin bebemoilbemiilwoodmiil imwieimwil vecina
iobtielli 410141 01 lyctlyluct CT
the tomattombt mmifateor for 1 cam

inud4brtui4lmI1 446icchotcnotnot
ad a damhovamhovaceimlimmaeA dwfmitenfeitenten

years particularly those over 50 where
tetanus mortality is the highest and

school age children who arearc due for
aa td loboosteroler

this isis the first major effort to up-
datedanealldatealldateallall adults immunization status
statewide and it has already reccireceivedved
support from many diverse orgaorganiza-
tionstaptkp pugh fidsaid includingncluding hainterestedcrested
citizens major oil compecompaniesniest local
health departments physicians and
othcthealthother health care providers

the division of public health is
coordinating activities and scheduling
local clinics in order to achieve the im-
munizationmuniza tion of all alaskan citizens

an2nagainstna tetanus and diptheriadiphtheriadiptheria and
maintaintal n a concontinuedlinuedtinued absence of cases
of these diseases commissioner pugh
encouraged any alaskansalaskasAlaskans who had not
been immunizedimmuniied in over 10 years to
do this year

march I11 is the kickoffkick off date for the
campaignri and will be symbolizedsymbdlized bycamcg
the beginningginning of the iditarodIditarod race
which commemorates the diptheriadiphtheriadiptheria
serurnrunserum run to nome each driver in the
race this year will be cirrcarryingcirryingcurryingying a vial
of td scrumserum


